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THE 
HistoricaL RecistTer, 
For APRIL 1737. 


Containing an Impartial Relation of all Tranfactions, 


Foreign and Domeftick ; 
Weekly Effays, &c. 


as alfo, the moft curious 


BRI A ADE 306 5 oe A eG ERS RRR SKM R SSR Ee 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Continuation of the Proceedings and Debates in the fecond Seffion of the prefent 
Parliament. 


O the Speech in our 


“equ Monthly Regifter for 

see March, againt filling 

¥ up the Blank in the 

) Bill relating to Spi- 

HeaAee rituous Liquors, Oe. 

with the Sum of 70,000 /. it was an- 
fwered as follows. 


Shall not take up your Time with 
endeavouring to fhew, thar theLofs 
which the Crown may fuftain by !ef- 
fening the Confumption of Spirituous 
Liquors cannot be made good by the 
Increafe that muft thereby be occa- 
~ fioned in the Confumption of other 
Liquors; becaufe I do not take it to 
be the Queftion now before us: It is 
evident from the Accounts upon our 
Table, that his Majefty’s Share of 
the Duties upon Spirituous Liquors 
has for thefe eight Years laft patt 
amounted yearly to about 70,000 /. 
one Year with another ; therefore if 
the whole of thefe Duties be for the 
-furure appropriared and made payable 
to the Aggregate Fund, it is evasient, 





and I think admitted of all Sides, 
that his Majefty will by fuch Appro- 
ptiation lofe a yearly Revenue of 
79,000. which he has enjoyed ever 
fince his happy Acceflion to the 
Throne; and chat the Lofs ought to 
be made good to his Majefty is a 
Queftion that feems to me to have 
been already determined by this Houfe, 
when we agreed to thofe Refolutions 
upon which this Bill was foun dled ¢ 
Therefore the only Queition now be- 
fore us, or that can come properly 
before us, is, to determine how 
much his Majefty will really lofe, in 
order that the fame may be for rhe 
future made good to his Majefty out 
of that Fund to which we have 
alreatty appropriated chofe Daries 
which formerly belonged to his Ma- 
jefty’s Civil Lift, This, in my Opi- 
nion is no more than doing that Ju- 
{tice to his Majefty, which every 
Man in a private Capacity would in 
fuch a Cafe moit reafonably expect 
from another: If I furrendér a Pare 
of my Eftate. to my Neighbour for 
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his Conveniency, it is but reafonable 
he fhould make good to me thé Da- 
mage I may fnftain by fuch Surren- 
der, Whether the Lofs his Majetty 
will moft certainly faftain, by taking 
from hint thofé Duties which for- 
merly belonged to him, may be 
made good by the Increafe of fome 
of the other Duties appropriated to 
the Civil Lift is a Queftion of a diffe- 
rent Nature: Tam cerrain it cannot 
nowbe determined whether there will 
be any fuch Inereafe or not 5 and if 
any fuch Increafe fhould hereafter 
appear, then it will be Time enough 
ro determine, how that Increafe ought 
to be difpofed of. 

Now, with Refpeét to the Lofs 
his Majefty may fuftain, and the Me- 
thod by which the Quantum of that 
Lofs is to be determined, it feems a 
little odd to me, that, in order to 
put a Value upon a Lofs which his 
Majefty muft fultain, by taking from 
him @ Revenne which he has enjoyed, 
Gentlemen fhould propofe to put a Va- 
Jue upan that Lofs by computing the 
Produce of a Revenue which his Ma- 
jefty never enjoyed: This Method of 
Computation appears to me fo very 
extraordinary, that I think I need 
only pur it in its true Light, in or- 
der to fhew that it is a Method we 
ought not to take. But it is faid 
that when the Parliament, which e- 
ftablithed the prefent Civil Lift Reve- 
nue, were confidering what Duties 
would be fafficient for raifing the 
Revenue, which they chought was 
neceflary for fupporring his Majefty’s 
Houfhold and Family, they could not 
have under their Confideration the 
Produce of thofe Duties in Time to 
come. In this I happen to be of a 
very different Opinion; for as they 
were. confidering what Duties would 
be fufficient to raife a future Revenue, 
I think they could confider+only a 
future Produce; and the Method in 
which. that Revenue was eftablifhed 
dhews, thgt they had undg their 





View only the future Produce of rhofe 
Thities which they appropriated to 
the raifing of thar Revenue: They 
confidered that 800,000/. a. Year 
was the Jeaft that was neceffary for 
fupporting “his Majefty’s Houfhold 
and Family, and the Honour and 
Dignity of the Crown of Great Bri- 
tain; and therefore, if the furure 
Produce of thofe Duties, which were 
then appropriated towards raifing 
that Sum yearly, fhould fall fhort, 
they obliged themfelves to make it 
good: The yearly Sum of 800,000 /. 
I fay, they reckoned the leaft that 
was neceffary for the Purpofes intend- 
ed; but then théy confidered, that 
even a Jarger Sum might be benefi- 
cially applied to the fame Purpofes, 
and therefore, in Cafe the future Pro- 
dace. of thofe Duties fhould amount 
to more than 800,000/, a Year, 
thofe Surpluffes were by them like- 
wife appropriated to the Civil Lift, 
and his Majefty has as good a Right 
to thofe Surplnffes, if any have arifen, 
or fhould arife, as he has to atiy 
Part of the 800,000 /, a Year. 

From this Confideration, every 
Gentleman muft fee, thar, if by any 
new Regulation we diminish the Pro- 
duce of any of thofe Duties appro- 
priated to the Civil Lift, we are in 
Jultice to his Majefty obliged to 
mafte good the Lofs which the Civil 
Lift may thereby fuftain ; for I hope 
the Parliament of Great Britaix will 
never aét fo childifh a Fart as to 
make a Grant in one Year, and to 
take back that Grant, or any Part of 
that Grant in the next: We may be 
obliged, for the Sake of the publick 
Good, to make fome Alterations in 
the Grants we have made, or may 
hereafter make; but it is to be hoped 
we never fhall make any fuch Alte- 
rations without the Confent of all 
thofe interefted therein, or withont 
making good the Lofs they may ful- 
tain, The Grant of the Civil Lift, 

as 





ope 
vill 











for APRIL 4737." 


195 





as it now ftands eftablifhed, I mutt 
look upon in the fame Way, as if one 
Gentleman, for Favour and Aftection, 
or fome other Conlideration, fhould 
make a Grant or a Prefent to another 
of a Ticket in the prefent Lotrery, 
with this Condition, that if it came 
up a Blank, he would give him ; /. 
in lieu thereof, but if it came up a 
large Prize, the Whole fhould belong 
to the Grantee, Now if, after fuch 
a Grant made in che moft. folemn 
Manner, the Ticket fhould come up 
adarge Prize, I fhould think the 
Grantor both very childifh and very 
wmijuft, if he infifted upon having 
any Share in that Prize, or upon 
taking any Part of it from the Gran- 


‘tee, without giving him an adequate 


Confideration. Weare not now to 
enquire whether the Duties grauted 
to the Civil Lift produce more than 
800,000 4, a Year, or nor; but if 
they do really produce more, that 
Surplus is a Sort of Prize we have al- 
ready granted to his Majefty, and we 
neither can, nor ought to take any 
Part of that Surplus from him, or to 
make any Alteration by which that 
Surplus may be diminifhed, without 
making good the Lofs in fome other 
Way ; and that Lofs ought certainly 
to be computed from the Produce of 
the Grant fince it was made, for be- 
fore the Grant was made, rhere could 
ke no fuch Produce. 

Having now ihewn that it would 
be a moft prepofterous Method of 
Computation, to compute the Lofs 
his Majefty may fuftain, from a Me- 
dium of the Produce of any Number 
of Years before his Acceflion, I think 
T need not take any Notice of thofe 
Alterations which happened in the 
Duries upon Spirituous Liquors, or 
any other Duties, before that happy 
Period; but give me Leave to take 
fome Notice of that Alteration or In- 
ereafe which happened in the Year 
1733, with Refpect to the Dutics on 





foreign Brandies and Spirits; and 
give me Leave to fay, that from rhe 
very Nature of that Increafe, it ap- 
pears to me evident, that it onghe to 
be taken into the Calculation, in 
order to increafe the Medium of the 
Produce of rhe eight Years fince his 
Majefty’s Acceflion ; becanfe the large 
Quantities of Flemi/a and Dutch Bran- 
dies, that.were then imported, were 
not all brought hither to be confumed 
within that Year, there having been 
in that Year no greater Confumprion, 
I believe, of fuch Liquors than in 
former, Years: No, they were im- 
porced,- in order to avoid paying 
that high Duty which was foon aftes 
to take Place, and were ta be lodged 
here asa Stock in Hand, in order to 
fupply the Confumprion for fveral 
Years then to come; therefore we 
muft fuppofe chat that Stock, which 
was then thrown in upon us, has lef- 
fened the Importation of fuch Li- 
quors, and confequenrly the Produce 
of the Duties upon them ever fince ; 
fo that to exclude thar Increafe trom 
our prefent Computation, would be 
doing a manifeft Injury to his Ma- 
jefty, becaufe it would be taking 
from him the Advantage which ap- 
pears upon one Side of the Account, 
without making any Allowance for 
the Lofs with which that Advanrage 
is ballanced upon the other Sile of 
the Account, 

From thefe Confiderations, I am 
conyinced that 70,000 /. is rhe leaft 
Sum the Crown can lofe, by taking 
from the Civil Lift that Share it for- 
merly had of the Duties on Spirituots 
Liquors; and as we cannot now have 
any Certainty that any Pare of this 
Lofs will be made good -by the In- 
creafe of the Duties on other Li- 
quors, therefore I fhall give my A’ 
gative to the prefene Queftion, in 


order that the Queftion may be nexe 
pat for filling up the Blank in thus 
Claufe with the Sum of 70,000 /. to 
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which I fhall moft heartily give my 
Affirmative. 


The Reply was to the following 
Effect. 
SIR, 
HO’ the proper Queftion now 
before ns be not, Whether the 
Civil Lift may be a Lofer or a Gainer 
by diminifhing the Confumption of 
Spiriruous Liquors, yet we find from 
what has been faid of both Sides, 
that it is impoffible to argue upon 
the prefent Queftion, without touch- 
ing a little what belongs to the other ; 
and when we do come to the other, 
I hope to make it as plain as Figures 
can make it, that without any Al- 
Jowance from the Aggregate Fund as 
is propofed by this Claufe, the Civil 
Lift will be a Gainer by the Diminu- 
tion, or rather Prohibition of the Ufe 
of Spirituous Liquors by Retail: But 
in confidering this Queftion, we 
Ought to diftinguifh moft accurately 
what the Genrlemen of the other Side 
feem moft induftrionfiy to confound : 
We ought ro diftinguith between this 
Queftion, Whether the Civil Lift will 
be a Lofer by raking from ir the 
Share it formerly had in the Duties 
upon Spirituous Liquors? And rhe 
other Queition, Whether the Civil 
Lift will upon the Whole be a Lofer 
by diminifhing the Confumption of 
Spirituous Liquors. 

With Regard to the firft of thefe 
Queftions, it is what we have no- 
thing to do,with ; for no Man ever 
donited, but that the Civil Lift will 
be a Lofer by taking from it that 
Share of the Duries on Spirirnous Li- 
quors, which formerly belonged to 
ie: But with Regard to the other 
* Queftion, if the Lofs the Civil Lift 
may fuftain by diminifhidg the Con- 
famprion of Spirituous Liquors, or 
even by taking from it the Share it 
had formerly in the Duties upon fuch 
Liquors, if this Lofs, I fay, be mace 
gpod to the Civil Lift by the Increafe 





that will thereby be eccafioned in its 
Share of the Duties upon Beer and 
Ale, and all other Sorts of Liquors, 
ate we then bound, either in Juftice 
or Honour, to make that Lofs a fe- 
cond Time good to the Civil Lift, 
out of chat Fund which is appropria- 
ted to the Payment of our Debts, 
and to the Relief of our People from 
the heavy Taxes they groan under ? 
I fay, No; both Honour and Juftice 
are, in my Opinion, ftaked upon the 
other Side of the Queftion, and I hope 
this Houfe will always be upon that 
Side; where they are at Stake. 

*Tis true, that by the prefent Efta- 
blifhmenc of the Civil Lift there are 
a great many Duties appropriated to- 
wards the raifing of that Revenue, 
with the Provifo, that if they do 
not produce 800,000 /, yearly, if 
there happens a Deficiency, we are to 
make it good, but if there happens an 
Increafe or Surplus, the Whole fhall 
belong to his Majefty. This, I grant, 
is the prefent Eftablifhment of that 
Revenue, but this Day’s Debate fhews 
us the Inconvenience of making fuch 
Eftablithments ; and I am very fure, 
that neither his Majefty nor the Par- 
liament ever thonghr, or ever intended, 
that any of thofe Surpluffes fhould be 
increafed by any Thing that might 
tend to the Deitruétion of the People 
in general; nor was it ever intend- 
ed, that the Parliament fhould not 
have it in its Power to prevent, or 
to puc a Stop to a pernicious Con- 
fumprion, without making good to 
the Civil Lift the Surplus that had 
arifen from that very pernicious Con- 
fumption. It may as well] be pre- 
tended, that if the Plague fhould 
fpread itfelf over Spain and Portugal, 
we could not prohibit Commerce 
with them, or prevent the Importa- 
tion of their Wines, without making 
good to the Civil Lift its Share in 
the Duties upon thofe Wines, at a 
Medium to be computed for eight 
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Years paft: Whereas in fuch a Cafe, 
I believe, ie will be granted, thar 
the higheft Obligation we could lic 
under, would be to make the Civil 
Lift good 800,000 /, a Year, in Cafe 
the Produce of the other Duties ap- 
propriated for that Purpofe fhould fall 
fhort of that Sum. 

But the Cafe now under our Con- 
fideration ftands in a much ftronger 
Light; for if all the Duties. appro- 
priate i* the Civil Lift uow produce 
a Million Sterling yearly, the Regu- 
lation we are to make, tho’ it may 
entirely take away one Branch of 
that Revenue, or very much diminith 
it, yet it will increafe fome of the 
others fo much, hat all together 


‘they will itil produce at leaft a Mil- 


lion yearly ; and the urmoft that can 
be pretended is, that the Parliament 
fhall not by any new Regulation di- 
minifh the general Produce, or gene- 
ral Surplus of the Civil Litt Reverme, 
as it ftands at prefent, or may ftand 
at any furure Period of Time. Nay, 
even with Refpe& to this general 
Produce of the whole Duties appro- 
priated to the Civil Lift, we ought 
to diftinguifh between thofe Regula- 
tions which may proceed from acci- 
dental Misfortunes, or the Nature 
of Things, and thofe Regulations 
which may proceed meerly from 
the Will and Authority of Parlia- 
ment; becaufe his Majefty’s unac- 
countable Right to this general Pro- 
duce muft remain fubje&t to the for- 
mer, tho’ perhaps nor to the latter : 
If the Parliament fhould difcharge or 
give up any of the Duties now ap- 
propriated to the Civil Lift, or ap- 
ply them to fome other Ufe, it might 
perhaps be faid, that we would be 
obliged to make the Lofs good to his 
Majefty, even tho’ it fhould be made 
appear, that rhe remaining Duties 
would produce more than {02,000 /, 
a Year: This, I fay, might be fuid, 
tho’ I am far from thinking fo; but 
if a War, ora Plague, or any fuch 





Misforrune fhould oblige us to make 
a Regulation, by which rhe Prodnce 
of any one of the Duties now ap- 
propriated ro rhe Civil Lift fhould be 
entirely annihilared, or very much 
diminifhed, I am fure it could noe 
be faid, that we would be obliged to 
make the Lofs good ro the Civil Litt, 
as long as the remaining Duties pro- 
duced the full. Sum of 800,000 /. a 
Year; and the Reafon is plain, be- 
caufe this was a Misfortune incident 
to the Duty when granred, and rhere- 
fore che Grant of thar Dury muft {till 
remain liable to this Misfortune. 
Now, in the prefent Cafe, if in- 
ftead of the high Duties by this Bill 
propofed, we had made « fevere Law 
againft Drunkennefs, and had inflict- 
ed high Penalties upon all thofe who 
fhould have got drunk, or fhould 
have allowed any Perfon to gee drunk 
in any of their Houfes, after Michae/- 
mas next, and liad by fach Means put 
an effectual Srop to that perni cious 
Practice of drinking to Excefs, would 
not fuch a falutary Law have ver v 
much diminifhed the Produce of moft 
of thofe Duties appropriated to the 
Civil Lift? In which Cafe I would 
gladly afk the Gentleinen of rhe other 
Side of the Queition, if they would, 
or could with any Reafon have in- 
fifted, that we were obliged to make 
the Lofs good to his Mijefty, even 
tho’ the remaining Procuce fhould 
{till have amounted to above 800,000/. 
a Year? And again, I would aik 
them wherein the Difference lies be- 
tween a Law for prohibiting Drunk« 
ennefs, and a Law for laying fuch 


high Duties upon Liquors, as ro pre- 
vent its being in the Power of moit 


Men to purchafe a Quantiry fufficient 
for making them drunk ? 

I fhall agree wich the honourable 
Gentleman, that if I furrender a 
Part of my Eftare to my Nei 
for his Conveniency, ir is 


fonable he dhould make goox 
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the Damage I may fuftain by fuch 
Surrender: But how is this applica- 
bie co the prefent Cafe? We do not 
defire any Surrender, we defire that 
the Duties may ftand appropriated as 
they are at prefent; and we infift 
upon it, that no Damage can happen 
to his Majefty by what we propofe : 
Ir is the Gentlemen of the other Side 
of the Queftion who infift upon ma- 
king a Surrender, and.tho’ they know 
they can fuftain no Damage by that 
Surrender, yet they infift upon our 
paying them whar Price they pleafe 
co fet wpon it. We have indeed given 
a Lottery Ticker, and I believe that 
Ticker has proved to be a Benefit 
Picker: We do not defire to take a- 
way any Part of that Benefit; but 
we find, thar the very Fund from 
which that Benefit is to arife, is in 
Danger, and we-only defire, that 
thofe to whom we gave this Renefit 
Ticket, would join with us in Mea- 
fures for preferving that Fund: This 
3s but reafonable, and fince this can 
no way diminifh the Benefit they are 
entitled to, ‘it is not reafonable they 
fhoukd infift upon our giving them 
another Benefit Ticket for joining 
with us ina Meafure, which appears 
to be neceflary for our mutual Prefer- 
vation. 

From what I have faid, I think it 
is evident, that, alcho’ rhe Civil Lift 
were to fuffer by diminifhing the 
Confumption of Spirituous Liquors, 
we are not obliged to make good the 
Lofs : But as the Blank in the Claufe 
now before us muft be filled up with 
fome one Sum or another, I fhall 
now confider what has been faid 
with refpect to the Method of calcu- 
Kating the Sum, with which that 
Blank is to be filled up 3 and.as upon 
the prefene Occafion the Eftablith+ 
ment of the Civil Lift has been re- 
prefented to us as a Grant from the 
Parliament to. the Crown, which 
ought nor to be touch’d, or in the 





leaft duminifhed, even for the Safety 
and Prefervation of the People, I 
muft take Notice of one Rule obfer- 
ved by all Courts of Equity in the 
World, and that is, to explain the 
doubtful Meaning of a Grant by that 
which may be prefumed to have been 
the Meaning of the Grantor at the 
Time the Grant was made. Suppofe. 
then, we had at that Time a Prophet 
amongft us, and that Prophet had in- 
formed the Parliament, that if: a few 
Yearsafter, the Duties on Spirituous 
Liquors would increafe confiderably, 
and that our People would begin to 
drink fo exceffively of fuch Liquors, 
that for the Prefervation of the Peo- 
ple it would become neceffary to put 
a Stop to that Excefs: Stppofe, that 
upon fuch Information a Queftion 
had arifen in that Parliament, for 
obliging any future Parliament, that 
might find it neceffary to put a Stop 
to that Excefs, to make good to the 
Civil Lift its Share in thofe Duties 
according to the Value it fhould arife 
to by that Excefs, and according to a 
Computation to be made at the very 
Time: when that Excefs was to be at 
its higheft Pitch. Can we imagine 
that fuch .a Queftion would have met 
with any Reception in that Parlia- 
ment, or in any Parliament? And if 
we cannot fuppofe it would, can we 
prefume, that that Parliament meant, 
or intended to give his Majefty fuch 
an indelible Right to the Increafe that 
might happen by the Extravagance 
of the People in any of thofe Duties 
then appropriated to the Civil Lift, 
that ic fhould nor be in the Power of 
any future Parliament to put a Stop 
to the Extravagance of the People, 
without making good to his Majefty’s 
Civil Lift the Increafe that had arifen 
by that Extravagance ? 

To illuftrate this Matter {till a Jit- 
tle more clearly : Suppofe that Parlia- 
ment which eftablifhed the Civil Lift 
had laid a Duty upon Laudanum, = 








ife 


nat 


le, 
fen 


it- 
ia- 
ift 
nd 
ad 








for APRIL 1737. 199 





had appropriated that Duty to the 
Civil Lift: Suppofe char, in a few 
Years after, the Ufe of Laudanum 
fhould have become more general and 
more exceffive in this Nation than 
ever it was in Turky, infomuch that 
Multitudes of our People fhould have 
been every Day found in the Sereets 
murdered by the exceflive Ufe of that 
Poyfon, and that by this general and 
exceflive Confiumption the Duties up- 
on it fhould have occafioned a vaft 
Increafe in his Majefty’s Civil Lift 
Revenue; will any Gentleman pre- 
tend, that the Parliament could not 
make any Regulation for preventing 
the Abufe of that Poyfon, without 
making good to his Majeity the In- 


‘ creafe in the Civil Lift Revenue, 
thar had been ogcafioned by that A-, 


bufe ? Is not this the very Cafe with 
Refpect to Spiritnous Liquors? There- 
fore I'am furprifed to hear it faid, 
that we cannot put a Stop to, or pre- 
vent the Abufe of fuch Liquors, with- 
out making good to his Majefty the 
Increafe in the Civil Lift Revenue, 
that has been occafioned by that very 
Abufe ? 

Thus I think I have fully fhewn 
what could not be the Meaning or 
Intention of the Parliament when 
they granted to his Majefty the whole 
Produce of thofe Duties they appro- 
priated to the Civil Lift; but now 
Jet us enquire a little what may be 
prefumed to have been their Inten- 
tion: For my own Part, I believe 
the only Meaning or Intention they 
had, was agood natured one, to give 
his Majefty’s Minifters a little more 
Latitude in the Difpofal of the Civil 
Lift Revenue, and to prevent their 
being; put to the Trouble of laying 
the Accounts of that Revenue yearly 
before Parliament. But fuppofe they 
meant to grant’ his Majefty a Righr 
to the whole Produce of thofe Duties 
as ir then ftood according to the Cal- 
culations they had made, which is 





the urmoft that can be fuppofed they 
meant. Upon this Suppofition, in 
order to know what his Majefty has 
a Right to by that Granr, we mut 
examine. into the Calculations they 
may have been fuppofed to have made 
for afcertaining, or at ieaft guefiing 
at the Value of what they were abomer 
to grant. In this Cafe we are cold, 
that as they were confidering what 
Duties would be fufficient to raife 
future Reyenne, they could have un- 
der their Confideration only a furure 
Produce.. I am forry to hear fuch « 
Manner of arguing im a Matter of 
fuch Confequence : For the raifing of 
a furure Revenue, cto be fure a furure 
Produce muft be applied, bue when 
People are confidering and caloula- 
ting what the Amour of that fucure 
Produce may be, and whether it will 
be fufficient to raife fuch « furwre Re- 
venue, furely their Calculations muft 
be founded: upon their Experience of 
what is paft, or upon their Know- 
ledge of whar is then prefent: If ic 
is a new Duty, ‘they found rheir 
Calculations on. what is then fuppo- 
fed to be the Quanrity or rhe Value 
of the Goods, made liable to rhat 
new Duty ; and if it is an old Duty, 
they always confider the Produce of 
that Dury for fuch a Number of Years 
paft, and from thence calculate whae 
it may produce in Time to come; 
therefore we cannot fuppofe that. rhe 
Parliament which eftablifhed rhe Ci- 
vil Lift, granted, or inrended to 
grant any more than a Share of the 
Produce of the Duties upon Spiri- 
tuous Liquors at a Medium caleulared 
for feven or eight Years before his 
Majefty’s Acceifion; and for rhis 
Reafon, fuppofing that we are ob}i- 
ged to make thar Grant good to his 
Majefty, which I'am far from think- 
ing, the Sum we are now 10 give to 
the Civil Lift for making that Grane 
good, ought to be taken from 2 Me- 
dium calculated for féyen or eighe 
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Years -before his Majefty’s Acceflion, 
and not from a Medium fince his 
Majelty’s Acceffion, which has been 
greatly increaftd by the very Abufe 
we are now about to rectify. 
Ic has likewife been faid, that it 
feems a little odd for Gentlemen to 
opofe putting a Value upon the 
fs his Majeity may fuftain by ta- 
King from him a Revenue which he 
has enjoyed, by computing the Pro- 
duce of a Revenue he never enjoyed, 
Surely every Genrleman muft fee rhe 
Fallacy of this Argument: We do 
not defire to take any Revenue from: 
his Majefty, and iherefore we arc 
not co compute the Lofs he may ful-: 
tain by the taking of any Revenue 
from him; but if any Revenue be 
taken from him, the Parliament we 
fay is obliged to make it. good only 
according to that Value which was 
“put upon it by the Parliament char 
granted it, and not according to the 
-increafed Value it may fince have’ 
arifen to, by an Abufe which ought, 
‘long before this Time, to have been, 
effectually prevented. 
With Refpeét to the great Increafe 
of foreign Brandies and Spirits, that | 
happened in the Year 1733, by rhe 
‘ great Importation of French Brandies 
under the Name of Flemifo; 1 {hall 
readily grant that they were not im- 
ported for immediate Confimption, 
but in order to remain, and be kepr 
here as a Stock in Hand; nay I muft 
go further, I muft fuppofe, thar all 
or moft of them ftill remain here as 
a Stock in Hand, I cannot fuppofe 
that any great Quantity of them has 
yet been confumed, becaufe the Duries 
upon foreign Brandies have been as 
high in the Years 1734 and 1735, as 
they were in any two Years before 
1733. And the Reafon of this may 
be eafily affigned; for as the Mer- 
chants at Dunkirk were obliged to 
make their Importations in 1733, in 
a great Hurry, they had not Time to 
5 





fend to Mantz and other Places of 
France for old Brandies, therefore 
they run in upon us all the new 
Brandies they had in their Cellars ar 
Dunkirk ; buc as thefe new Brandies 
could nor be fic to be drank in the 
Years 1734, or 1735, our Confymp- 
tion for chefe two Years was fupplied 
by new Importations of old Brandies 
from France: Fram whence we muft 
reckon that the great Importation in 
the Year 1733, has no ways leffened 
the Duties npon foreign Brandies or 
Spirits for thefe laft two Years, but 
may very probably do fo for two or 
three Years to come; and therefore 
we muft grant that to include the Tn- 
ereafe of thofe Duties in the Year 
1733, in our -prefent Computation, is 
reckoning all the Advantage which 
happened by that cafual Importation 
to the Account of the Civil Lift, in 
order to bring a double Lofs upon the 
Sinking Fund , for that facred Fund is 
to be charged with near 4000 /. a 
Year, during his Majefty’s Life, 
more than it would have been char- 
ged with, if no fuch extraordinary 
Importation had ever bappened ; and 
hy that extraordinary Importation, 
and the Decreafe in the Duties on fo- 
reign Brandies, which muft thereby 
be occafioned for feveral Years to 
come, that Fund to which thofe Du- 
ties are now to be appropriated mutt 
lofe a very confiderable Sum. 

At laft the Queftion being put for 
filling up the Blank with the Sum of 
43,0007. it was upon a Divifion 
carried in the Negative by 211 to 
10g, and then the Queftion being put 
for filling up the Blank with the 
Sum of 70,000/, it was carried in 
the Affirmative without a Divifion. 

On Wednefday the 14th of April, 
the Amendments made by the Com- 
mittee to the Bill were reported to 
the Honfe, and all read a firft Time ; 
after which moft of them were read 
a fecond Time, and agreed to by the 
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Houfe, withour any Debate; but 
when. * hey came to the above-men- 
tioned Claufe for giving 70,000 /. to 
the Civil Lift, a Propofition was 
made for altering that Claufe, and 
for fettling it in fuch a Manner, that 
if the whole hereditary and tempo- 
rary: Excife fhould in any one Year 
after that Time fall fhort of what it 
had produced upon a Medium to be 
computed from his Majefty’s Accef- 
fion to that Time, that Deficiency 
fhould: be made good: by the very 
next Seffion of Parliament. 

" This: occafioned a new Debate, in 
which the Arguments for the Propo- 
fition,: and againft the Claufe as ic 
food, ‘were in Subftance as follows, 


UZ,’ 


SI R, 

1¥ the Clanfe as it frands at pre- 

\fent, we are to make a new 
Grant.to the Civil Lift of "70,000 /. 
a Year during his Majefty’s Life : 
Now there. can be but two Reafons 
for our making this new Grant: Ic 
muft be either, becaufe we fuppofe 
that the prefent Amount of the Civil 
Lift Revenue will be diminifhed in a 
Sum equal to 70,0004 a Year, by 
the Regulation we are about to make ‘ 
or it muft be becaufe we fuppofe that 
the prefent Amount of the Civil Lift 
Revenue is. not fufficient for fupport- 
ing his Majefty’s Houfhold ‘and Fa- 
mily, and.that therefore we ought to 
grant an Addition of 70,0co/. a 
Year to that Revenue, I may fay, in 
all Time to come. Thefe are the only 
two Reafons that can be affigned, and 
if. both of them appear to: be with- 
out any Foundation, we cannot fure- 
ly agree: to’ this Claufe'as -it now 


To fappofe that the ptefiae Amount 
of theCivil Lift Reventitwill be dimi- 


nifhed ina Sum equal to-70,000 /. by | 


the Regulation we are aloe to make, 
is contrary to:Fact, and consrary to 


| Share of th: Duries on Beer and Als 
jtham ic: has: of the Duties on Spiri- 
;tuous Liquors, ir is, in my Opinion, 





' Experience: For fuppofing the Civil 


| Lift’s Share in the Duties on Spiri- 


/tuous Liquors, upon a juft Compura- 
|tion, does amount to 70,070 /. year- 


ly, yet we may be convinced by Ex- 
perience, that the Confimption of 
Beer and Ale, will always increafe 


|in Proportion as the Confumprion of 


and as 
a much greater 


Spirituous Liquors decreafes ; 
the Civil Lift has 


> 


jcertain, thar the Civil Lift will ger 
‘an Increafe of more than 70,000 /, a 
Year by that Increafe in the Duties 
upon Heer and Ale, which will be 
occafioned by the Regulation propofed 
by this Bill. 

To confirm what I have faid, _ let 
us look: into the Accounts thar are 
upon ‘our ‘Table, and from them we 
fhall ‘find, that the Amount of the 
Duties upon Beer and Ale, has con- 
ftantly’ and’ regularly decreafed, as 
the Amount of the Duties upon Spi- 
rituous Liquors has increafed for thefe 
feveral Years backwards, In the Year 
ending at Midfummer, 1725, the 
Excife on Beer and Ale produced 

11,094,953 % in the fame Year the 
Duries on home-made Spirits produc 
bate 88)622 7 From that T:me to 

idfummer, 1929, half a Year be- 
ore’ the late Gin Aé& took Place, rhe 

uries on’ home-made Spirits gradua!- 
ly increafed, and acordingly rhe Ex- 
¢ife ‘on’Béer and Ale gradually de- 
¢reafed, fothat in the Year endirg at 
Midfummer 1729, the former pro- 
duced'104,373 4. whereas the lacter 
pein but 963,763 4 which was 

31,1g0/. leis than “it produced in 
ti Yar ending at Midjummer 1725. 

In the Year 1729, the lace fan 

& ‘againit Geneva and other com- 
pound “Spirits was paffed, and rho’ 
that Aét was evaded by the Sale of « 
yew Sort of Spirit, called Parliament 
Brandy, yet, insftectual as it was, 
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it diminifhed a little the Confump- 
tion of Spirituous Liquors, and con- 
fequently the Produce of the Duties 
on fuch Liquors, fo that in the Year 
ending at Midfummer, 1732, they 
produced but 190,025 /. w hich was 
4348 2. lefs than they produced in 
1729. But as to the Excife upon 
Beer and Ale, what was the Confe- 
quence? As foon as that A& pafled, 
thar Excife began to increafe, fo that 
in the Year ended at Midfummer, 
1732, it produced 1,071,240 /. 
which is 107,477 4 more than it 
produced in 1729. 

Again, upon the Repeal of the late 
Gin Act, the Confumption of Spiri- 
tuons Liquors began to increafe, and 
confequently rhe ‘Produce of the Du- 
ties on fuch Liquors, fo that in the 
Year ended at Midfummer Jaft, they 
produced 154,094 /. and the Confe- 
quénce with Refpeét to the Excife on 
Beer and Ale we find to be the fame ; 
for in the Year ended at Midfummer 
Jaft, it produced but 1,021,370 /. 
which is 49:870 / lefs than it pro- 
duced in 1732: From all which, I 
think it is as ‘plain as Figures can 
make it, that the Confumprion of 
Beer and Ale has hitherto always 
decreafed or increafed, as the Con- 
fumption of Spiricuous Liquors has 
increafed or decreafed; and as that 
has been the Cafe in all Time pait, 
we may fuppofe it will be the Cafe 
i all Time ‘to come. 

This then being laid down as a 
Maxim confirmed by Experience, let 
us confider how greatly, I may al- 
moft fay, how entirely, the Con- 
furmption, not only of home-made 
Spirits, but of all Spirirs, will be 
diminifhed by the Bill now before 
us, and what an Increafe that will 
make in the Confumption of Beer and 
Ale; but that I may not be accufed 
of any extravagant Calculations, I 
fhall fuppofe thar the Confumption of 
Spirituous Liquors may hereafter be 





‘but one Third Jefs than it was before, 


the natural Inference from thence is, 


‘that the Confumption of Beer and 


Ale will be one Third more than it 
was, and confequently that the Ex- 


: cife on Beer and Ale will, from the 


Time this Bill takes Place, produce 
about one Third more yearly, | than 
it produced in the Year ended at Mid. 
Jummer lat, which is 340,4567. but 
ftill further, that I may be as 

as poflible in my Calculations, I fhall 
fuppofe, that upon the Confiimption 
of Spirituous Liquors growing lef 
by one Third, the Confumpron. of 
Beer and Ale fhould increafe but one 
Sixth more than it. was before ;.even 
by this Suppofition there muft be a 


iyearly Increafe in the Excife on Beer 


and Ale, of one Sixth more than it 
produced in the Year ended ‘at Mid- 
fummer alt, which is 170,2284 
yearly ; and as very near. one halft of 
the Excife’'on Beer and Ale ;ftands 
appropriated to the Civil Lift, confe- 
quently one Half of this Increafe. in 
the Excife on Beer and Ale, being 
85,1147. yearly, muft accrue to the 
Civil Lift, which ‘is 15,1144 
‘Year, more than it can be. fuppofed 
to lofe by taking from it the Share‘it 
formerly had in the Duties on Spiri- 
tuous Liquors. , 
From thefe Calculations, which 
are all taken from Accounts lying: 
upon your Table, I think it is evis 
denr, even to a Demonttration, rhat 
the prefent Amount of the Civil Lift 
Revenue will not be diminifhed, bne 
on the. contrary, ‘that it will be 2 
Gainer at leaft 15,1144, by the Re- 
gulation we are now about to make. 
I know it may be faid, that rhefe 
Calculations are founded upon Facts 
which are in their Nature uncertain, 
and that, tho’ thé¢y liave, formerly 
fallen out in the Maniner Ihave re- 
prefented, we cannot be fure of their 
falling out in the fame Manner here- 

ists 3 yet 1 hope it will. be pas 
there 
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there is. a ftrong Probability of their 
falling out in the fame Manner here- 
after,, as they have done heretofore : 
The fame Caufes generally produce 
the fame Effects; and unlefs we have 
really a Mind to grant a new addi- 
tional Revenue to the Civil Lift, this 
Probabiliry ought to be a prevailing 
Argument, with us, at leaft, to agree 
to the Propofition now made; for 
tho’ ic has been infinuated, that the 
Parliament may hereafter call for an 
Account, and difpofe of the Increafe 
thar may arife in the Excife on Beer 
and Ale, we know, and the Cafe 
now in Hand may convince us, how 
difficult it is for the Parliament to 
re-affume any Revenue, or any Part 


_ of any Revenue that has been once 


granted to, and eftablifhed as a Part 
of the Civil Lift. If it fhould here- 
after appear, that the Civil Lift has 
got 10,000 /. a Year, or perhaps 
220,000 4 a Year, which may pro- 
bably be the Cafe, by the Increafe of 
the Excife on Beer and Ale, occafion- 
ed by this Bill; I am very certain, 
if we agree to this Claufe as it now 
ftands, the Parliament will never be 
able to Jay hold of any Part of that 
Increafe, in order to apply it to the 
Aggregate Fund, for making good the 
70,000 /, a Year, to be taken from 
that Fund by this Claufe; nay, I que- 
ftion much if any future Parliament 
will be able to re-affume that 70,000/, 
a Year, or to difcharge the Aggregate 
Fund from the future Payment of ir, 
tho’ it fhould then be made appear, 
that the Excife had aétually increafed, 
as plainly as I have tow made it ap- 
pear, that ic probably will. 

_. This Difficulty may be prevented 
by our agreeing to the Propofition 
now made to us ; and by our fettling 
the Claufe in the Manner propofed, 
the Civil Lift may be a Gainer, but 
it is impoflible ac can be a Lofer, 
even with refpeét to the Surplus it 
may now have above So0,000/. a 





Year; which Surplus, we have been 
told, the Civil Lift has us good a 
Right to, as it has to any Part of 
the 800,000 /, a Year: But I wide- 
ly differ from the Hon. Gentleman 
who told us fo; for if the Duties 
appropriated to the Civil Lift now 
produce a Million yearly, and thofe 
Duties fhould by any Accident pro- 
dnce hereafter but 850,000 /, yearly, 
the Parliament, according to the pre- 
fent Eftablifhment of the Civil Lift, 
would not be obliged to make good 
fo much as one Shilling of char De 
creafe; whereas if they fhould here- 
after produce but 750,000/, yearly, 
or any Sum lefs than 800,000 /. the 
Parliament ftands obliged to make 


good whatever they may produce 
yearly lefs than that 800,000/ fo 
that chere is at leaft this Difference 
between the 800,000/, 


Eftablit 
ment, and the 200,000/ Surplt 
that the Parliament now ftands ob! 
ged to make good the 800,000 /, E 
ftablifhmenr, but does not now ftand 
obliged to make good one Shilling of 
the 200,000 4. Surplus ; therefore it 
can by no Means at prefent be faid, 
that the Civil Lift has as good a 
Right to the Surplus, as it has to the 
Eftablifhment : But, if we agree to 
the Propofition now made, the Civil 
Lift will then really have as good a 
Right to the prefenc Surplus, what 
ever it may be, as it has to the Efta+ 
blithment of 800,000/. yearly ; for 
which Reafon, if this Propofirion be 
not agreed to, I muft Conclude that 
the 70,000 /. appropriated to che 
Civil Lift by the Claufe as it ftands 
at prefent, is defigned as a new addi- 
tional Revenue to the Civil Lift, and 
not as a Compenfation for the Lofs it 
may fuftain by the Regulation we are 
about to make. 

This Jeads me naturally to th: 
next, and the only other Reafon that 
can be ailigned or fuppofed, for our 
agreeing to the Claufe as it now 
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ftands, which is, becaufe we fuppofe, 
that che prefer Amount of the Civil 
Lift Revenne is not fufficient for fup- 
porting his, Majefty’s Houfhold and 
Family, and that therefore we ought 
co grant an Addition of 70,000 ‘a 
Year to that Revenue, during his 
Majefty’s Life at leaft, but I may fay 
in all Time to come ; for I donot find 
an Inftance, where Jefs has been grant- 
ed to a Succefior, than had been for- 
merly enjoyed by his Anceftor, Now, 
as to this Reafon, whatever the Gen- 
tlemen, who are immediately con- 
cerned in the Difpofal of the Civil 
Lift Revenue, may fuppofe, I am 
very certain his Majefty does not fup- 
pofe any fuch Thing ; becanfe, if he 
had ever fuppofed any fueh Thing, he 
would certainly have communicated 
the fame to his Parliament, either by 
a Speech from the Throne, or by a 
folemn Meffage, and would have de- 
fired fuch un Addition from them, 
as he thought neceffary. There is 
no other Way by which his Majef- 
ty cah communicate any fuch Want 
to his Parliament, and until he does 
it in this Manner, no Gentleman, as 
a Member of this Houfe, can fuppofe, 
nay, as a Truftee for the People he is 
bound not to fuppofe, that his Ma- 
jefty ftands in Need of any Addition 
to his Civil Lift Revenue, or to any 
other Revenue: This therefore can be 
no Reafon for us, as Members of this 
Houfe,, to agree to the Clanfe as it 
ttands now before us, and L hope this 
Howe will never, without very 
ftrong and publick Reafons, take fuch 
# Jarg: Sum of Money from that 
Fuud which is appropriated for the 
Payment of our Debts, and for free- 
ing the People from that aeavy Load 
cf Taxes chey now groan under, 


made. 


S1R, 
HE -Queftion now before us, 
pas been already fo fully de- 


To this the following Anfwer was }} 


bated, that we need not go about to 
feck for any other Reafon for agree- 
ing to it, than that which is the 
true one, and which has been already 
fet in fo clear a Light, that I am 
furprifed to hear any new Difficul- 
ties ftarted, or rather, I fhould fay, 

thofe Difficulties renewed , which 
have before been fully removed. The 
true and the only Reafon for onr a- 
greeing to the Claufe as it now ftands 
is, that by rhe very preceding Claufé 
we are to take from the Civil Lift 
and appropriate to the Aggregate Fund, 
a Revenue, which, upon a Medium 
fince his Majefty’s Acceffion, has 
brought in 70,000/ a Year: This 
being the true State of the Cafe, is it 
not evident that the Civil Lift will 
lofe at leaft 7o,000 4, a Year by the 
Regulation we are now about to 
make? And as we are to take that 
yearly Sum from the Civil Lift, and 
appropriate it to the Aggregate Fund, 

is ir not moft juft and reafonable, 

that we fhould charge the Aggregate 
Fund with the Payment of that Sum 
yearly to the Civil Lift? °Tis true, 
as the Produce of the Duties upon 
Spiritnous Liquors will certainly be 
very much diminifhed by this new 
Regulation, the Aggregate Fand may 
not perhaps receive fo much yearly 
by the Share the Civil Lift formerly 
had in thofe Duties, but this figni- 
fies nothing to the prefent Queftion ; 
for if we were ro take off any of our 
Taxes now appropriated to rhe Civil 
Lift, or to the Payment of the Inte- 
reft growing due npon any of our 
Debts, we would be obliged to charge 
the Aggregate Fund, or fome Part of 
) the Sinking Fund, with the Deficien- 
| cy thereby oceafioned, tho’ that Fund 
| thould get nothing to anfwer the new 
| Charge laid upon ir. 

Put we are told, That if the Civil 
| Lift bea Lofer by taking from ir irs 
| Share in the Duries on Spirituous Li- 
| quors, that Lofs will be fully mide 
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good by the Increafe in the Excife on 
Beer and Ale, which will naturally 
he occafioned by the new Regulation 
we are now about to make. What- 
éver Increafe may happen hereafter 
in the Excife on Beer and Ale, the 
Civil Lift has a Right to its Share 
of that Increafé withour avy new 
Grant from us, nor can we take that 
Right from it without doing a mani- 
feft Injuftice ; fo that it appears to 
me a little extraordinary to fay that 
the Lofs of that Right the Civil Lift 
now has to a Share of the Duties on 
Spirituous Liq’ will be compen- 
fated, or made » by another Right 
it was before intitled to, and which 
wwe neither could give nor take from 


. it. 


But, to wave this Argument for 
the prefent, and to fiippofe that a 
Right which we do not give, may 
be a Compenfation for a Right which 
We aétually take away, I cannorc 
think it would be juft in us to take 
from the Civil Lift a certain Reve- 
nue of 70,0004 a Year, and give 
nothing in Return but an uncertain 
Produce, which may for what we 
know be worth littl: or nothing ; 
for even by the very Calculations 
that have been mentioned of the 
other Side, it appears that the Excife 
on Beer and Ale does not always in- 
creafe or decreafe in Proportion as the 
Duties on Spirituous Liquors decreafe 
or increafe, In the Year 1729 the 
Duries on the latter produced but 
104,373 whereas in the Year 
1735 they produce 154,094 /. from 
whence we ought to conclude that 
the Produce of the Excife ou Beer 
and Ale was much higher in the Year 
1729, than it was in the Year 1735, 
yet we find that in 1729 the Excife 
produced but 953,763 4. and that in 
the Year ended at Mid/fummer l\aft, 
17355 it produced, 1,021,370 /. 
whjch is 57,607 /, more than ir pro- 
duced in 1729, 





This fhews, that rhe Proportion 
between the Increafe or Decreafe of 
the one, and the Decreafe or Increafe 
of the other, does not always hold ; 
and in Fac it bas certainly always 
been, and will always be fo; the In- 
creafe or Decreafe of the Excife upon 
Beer or Ale, as well as the Increafe 
or Decreafe of the Dutics on Spiriru- 
ous Liquors depend upon fo many o- 
ther Accidents, that they cannot de- 
pend entirely upon one another, nor 
can any Man guefs at the Increafe of 
the one, from any Knowledge he may 
have of the Decreafe of the other. [I 
fhall mention only one Accident , 
which was, I believe, the chief Rea- 
fon of the Decreafe of the Excife on 
Beer and Ale in the Year 1729. Ie 
happened in that Year, the Price of 
all Sorts of Corn, efpecially Malr, 
was much higher rhan it was for fe- 
veral Years before or fince, and for 
this Reafon we may fippofe none of 
our Brewers brewed any more Beer 
of Ale in that Year, than what was 
abfolutely neceffary for the immediate 
Confumption ; none of them brewed 
any larger Quantity for Sraling, as 
they call it ; whereas in a Year when 
the Price is low, rhey all brew great 
Quantities which rhey keep by them 
as aStock in Hand, to be ready to 
anfwer any future Demand: This is 
more particularly the Cafe with Re- 
fpe to thofe Sorts of {trong Beer or 
Ale, which the Brewer may keep fe- 
veral Years in his Cellars, and is ge- 
nerally the betrer, the longer ir is 
kept ; and to this Accidenr, I believe, 
we ought chiefly to afcribe the great 
Decreafe in the Excife on Becr and 
Ale in the Year 1729. 

I am fo far from thinking that the 
Increafe or Decreafe in the Con{iump- 
tion of Beer and Ale depends upon 


ithe Decreafe or Increafe in the Con- 
| fumption of Spiriruous Liquors, tliat 


I believe they generally inicreafe o1 
decreafe together; it is nor the Con 


fumption 
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fumption of cither of thefe Liquors 
that is neceffary for the Support of 
Nature which raifes the Excife to its 
prefene Height: It is the Confump- 
tion occafioned by the Debauches and 
Extravagancies of the People, and 
thefe Debauches and Extravagancies 
éépend upon fo many Accidents, that 
it is impoflible to account for them 
in Time paft, or to guefs at the Con- 
fumprion that may be thereby occa- 
fioned in Timie to come, | But I am 
perfuaded that nothing will rend more 
to’ the ‘ preveriring thofe Debauches 
aiid Extravagancies in Time to come, 


dnd to the rendering our People fober, - 


Sigal and induftrious, than the re- 
moving out of their Way the many 
‘Témprarions rhey are now expofed to 
ly the great Number of Gin Shops, 
aud other Places for the Retail of Spi- 
vitnous Liquors; ‘for before ‘a Man 
becomes fluftered with Beer or Ale, 
he has Time to refleét, and to confi- 
der the many Misfortuiiés ‘to which 
he expofeth himftlf and his Family 
by idling away his'Time ar an Ale- 
hioufe;\ whereas any Spirituous Li- 
quor in ‘a Moment deprives him of 
all Refleétion, fo'that he either géts 
quite drunk at the-Ginfhop, or runs 
to the Alehoufe, and there finifhes 
his Debauch, or at leaft empties his 
Pocket. From hence, I think it 
moft natural to conclude, that the 
Bill now under our Confideration, if 
it paffes into a Law, will diminith 
the Confumption of Beer and Ale, 
and confequently the Produce ‘of the 
Excife on thofe Liquors, as well as 
the Confimprion of Spirituous Li- 
quors, and the Produce of the Duty 
on them, 

T come now to the Propofition this 
Day made to us, which I muft fay I 
look on as a very extraordinary one; 
becaufe it would entirely alter the 
very Nature of thar Grant of the 
Civil Lift, which was made to his 


Majefty in the firft Year of his Reign ; 
and I yonder how Gentlemen. can 
propofe making any fuch Alteration 
in that Grant without his Majefty’s 
Confent; I think they fhould at leaf 
in Decency have ufhered_ it in with a 
Motion for an Addrefs to his Majefty, 
humbly to pray that, he would give 
his Confent to their making fuch an 
Alteration ; for by the Eftablifhment 
of the Civil Lift as it ftands at pre- 
fent, and as it was granted to his 
Majefty in the dirft Year,of his Reign, 
he is to have during his Life the Pro. 
duce of all thofe Duties. then appro- 
priated to chat Revenue without any 
Account ; yet now it is, modeftl 
propofed, that he fhould from hence- 
forth be ‘obliged to give an Account 
every Year to Parliament of the Pro- 
duce of every one of thofe, Duties, 
or otherwife to lofe at leaft a Pare 
of the’ Benefit of that Eftablifhment 
which was intended and was aétually 
granted to him by Parliament in the 
} firft Year of his Reign; Having thus 
| put this Propofition in its true and 
genuine Light, I am convinced I 
need not give the Houfe the Trouble 
‘of any Argument to, fhew that we 
cannot come to any fuch Refolurion, 
, or agree to fuch a Claufe in any Bill, 
\ without his Majefty’s Confent ; and 
vas I have fhewn thar there is no Cer- 
itainty that the Civil Lift will be a 
|Gainer by the Increafe of the Excife 
ion Reer and Ale, but on the contrary 
that there is a Probability that it 
will be a Lofer by the Decreafe of 
that Excife, I think there arifes from 
thence a fufficient Reafon for our ma- 
king good to his Majeity the Lofs he 
muft fuftain by taking from the Civil 
Lift its Share in the Duties on Spiri- 
thous Liquors; therefore I fhall add 
no more, but declare that I am_ moft 
heartily for agreeing to the Claufe as 
it now ftands, 
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. The 1 Reply to which Was fo this 
Effect : 
‘SZIR, 


‘ROM fome’ of the Arguments |) 

‘how made Ufe of, TI think we 
may already begin to fee the Truth 
ofwhat was foretold im the Begin- 
ning of ‘this Deliate. We ‘were then 
foretold, that if it fhould hereafter 
appear that the'-Civil’ Lift ‘had ‘gor 
200,000 4'a Year additional Revenue 
by the Incréafe’of the Excife on Beer 
and Ale, occafioned by this Bill, the 
Parliament would ‘never be able to day 
hold of any Part sf chat Increafe, or 
even. to re-affume' the 703060 7 An 


nuity weilare how to grafir | tipon ‘4 a, 


 Suppofition that’ che Civil Lift will’ 


get nothing by'any’fuch Ihcreafe of 
the Excife’ on Bee and ‘Ale. The 
Truth of this,' I fay,' begins already 
to ‘appears for the’ Hon. Gentleman 
has told us, that by increafing the 
Confumption of Beer and Ale, and 
confequencly the Excife' or “thot Li. , 

quors, ' we ‘give nothing td’ the Civil 
Lift but whae it had before a Right 


to3\ whereas by dimiilifhing, or ta- 


king from'the Civil Lift its “Share in 
the Duties on'Spirituous Liquors, we 
take from it wwhar it had formerly ae 
Right to, and that therefore we can- 
not pretend to ‘compenfare a Right 
which we adttally take’ away, bya 
Right which’ we ‘do nor give. This 
I chink as che! Argumeiit, ‘and if’ this 
can’ be! juftly’“admitted as “an Argu- 
ment for your ag reeilig to’ this Claufe,\ 
it! muft ‘always’ bea ‘much ftronger_ 
Argument againft ‘the Patliament’s 
ever:pirettnding to také any Part of 
the\Iniereafe'! rat ily be dcdafioned 
in (the Bxé#@}"6r td resaffinme the 
70,000 ¥. Airy we are now ‘to 
eftablifh, |! , 

Alcho’(F have! never yet admitted, 
nor:icate adinit, ‘that the Civil ‘Lift’s 
Share‘in the Duties on Spitinious Li- 
quorsiouglit tobe computed at 70,000/, 


if 





} 
. | vet now, I fhal] take it for gran 


} becanfe, ic fighifies nothing ro = 
| prefent, Difpute ; for the, principal 
, Queftions now ui Difpuce I take iv 
be, Whether the Civil Lift has fuch 
j aut abfolute Right to that Share, chat 
we can niake no Regulations whe 
iby che Value of that Share may be 
,diminifhed, without granting A Cate - 
' penfation from fome. other Fund 
| And the next Queftion I take to be, C 
; Whether, if by rhe fame Regulation 
the Value of the Civil Liit’s Share 
jin'fome other Duries or Excifes be 
‘increafed, we may not in Juftice and 
x || Equity inft upon ir, that che Ac- 
jvantage accafioned in the one, Cafe 
|may. be admitted, fo far as ir will 
,amount, as a Compenfation for rhe 
Lofs i in the other. 
| As the firft Queftion, ‘tis true, the 
‘Crown has a: Right to the whole Pro- 
iduce of certain Duties appropriated 
to the Civil Lift, but that Right is 
to be confidered in a rwofold Ref bs ct. 
The Crown has a Right to the whole 
Produce, of all thofe Duties, {0 far 
as May amount to the yearly Sum_ of 
Bo0,0c0 /, Eftablifhmenr, . without 
being fubject.to any Accident or-Con- 
bingency whatfoever,, becaufe if the 
Produce fhould not amount , to that 
Sum yearly, she, Parliament ftand > 
obliged to make it good, ,and if the 
whole Produce of ‘thofe Duties fhall 
Amiount to more than 800,000 7,, the 
Crown has Jikewife a Right, to the 
urplus ; bur shat, Right.1s fubjeét to 
J} ‘Accidents and Contingencies bes 
gaufe, ‘if that Surplus fhould be by 
any Accident Siminifhed, ;the Parlia- 
ment, is not,abjiged,to make, it good ; 
Now, among the, many Accident ts £0 
which that Suyplus in. its own Na- 
qure remains, liable,, furely this. is 
one, That. it,.may hereafter become } 
| neceffary for ‘the Welfare, \ perhaps 
] for the, Preferyarion of whe Nation, 
fo event . or, put a; Scop to ch 
Con umption of fome Commeditics, 
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the Duries upon which contribute 
towards the producing of this Sur- 
plus: Would the Parliament. be obli- 
ged in fuch a Cafe to make the Sur- 
plus good; or to eftablifh any other 
Fund for compenfating the Lofs the 
Civil Lift might fuftain by fuch an 
Accident? No, it certainly would 
not ;_ unlefs that Lofs fhould become 
fo heavy, as to reduce the whole Sur- 
plus, and even diminifh the Ffta- 
blifhment ; then indeed a Demand 
would arife upon the Parliament, and 
wé would be obliged to make the E- 
ftablifhment good. 

Suppofe that France, Spain, Por- 
tugal, and the greateft Part of Jtaly, 
fhould be united in an Alliance a- 
gainft us, which by our late Ma- 
nagement may happen to be the Cafe ; 
would it nor then be abfolurely ne- 
céflary for us to prohibit the Impor- 
tation or Confumption of all French, 
Spanifh, Portuguefe, and Italian 
Wines ? Would stot this very proba- 
bly almoft quite annihilate the Whole 
of what I have called the Surplus of 
the Civil Lift ? Yer will any Gentle- 
man fay, that the Parliament could 
not prohibit the Importation or Con- 
fumprion of thofe Wines, without 
making good to the Civil Lift irs 
Sharé in the Duties upon them, to be 
coniputed at a Medium of the Pro- 
dace for the preceding feven or eight 
Years, when ‘perhaps the Confump- 
tion of ‘them was at a higher Pitch 
than was confiftent with the Good of 
the’ Natio, or the Health of the Peo- 
ple? Surély 1io Man will pretend to 
fay any fuch Thing ; the Parliament 
would not ‘be obliged to make good 
any Part of the Lofs-thé Civil Lift, 
fhould fuftain by fuch’ Prohibition, 
unlefs the Produce of the Duties ap- 
propriated to that Revenue fhould be 
fo-far reduced as notto amount to 
800,000 /. yearly, and even in’ thar 
Cafe; the Parliament would be obli- 
ged only to make the 200,000 /, 

I < 





good, they would not be obliged to 
make good any Part of that Surplus, 
which the Crown had formerly re- 
ceived and enjoyed by Means of the 
Duties upon thofe Wines. 

Is not rhe Cafe now before us the 
very fame ? Our People haye by Ac- 
cident lately taken fuch a Turn, that 
it is become neceffary for their Pre- 
fervation to. prohibir the Confump- 
tion of Spirituous Liquors by Retail. 
Is not this, as well as the one I have 
mentioned, one of thofe Accidents to 
which, the Crown’s Right to the Sur- 
plus of the Civil Lift Revenue. al- 
ways was, and ftill, is fubjected? 
And can any Gentleman with Reafon 
fay, that we cannot prohibit. the Re- 
tail of fuch Liquors, without making 
good to the Civil Lift the whole 
Surplus that has accrued to it, com- 
puted. at_a Medium of che Produce 
of thofe very Years when the Abufe 
lof thofe Liquors were at its higheft 
Pitch ? 
| The. other Queftion is, Whether, if, 
by the fame . Regulation .by, which 
jthe Civil Lift’s Share in fome Duties 
lis diminifhed, itsShare in other Dy- 
ities be ifcreafed, the Advantage oc- 
cafioned by that Regulation in one 
Cafe, ought not in Juftice and Ho- 
nour to be admitted, fo far as it will 
amount, as a Compenfation for the 
Damage occafioned in the other. 
This is a fair and a true State of che 
Queftion, without putting, it into 
the Difguife of compenfating a Right 
which we aétually take away, by a 
Right which we do not give: Aud 
after having thus ftated the Queftion 

1 its proper Light, I fhall make 
fe only ofa familiar, Parallel in 
rivate Life, for fhewing that it 
tight to be refolved in. the Affirma- 
tive. Suppofe a Gentleman in my 
Neighbourhood has a very. large 
Mafh or Stagnation of Warer in his 
Eftare, every Year increafing fo. as 
to threaten his Eftate with almoft 
— " * entare 
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entire Ruin, and that the Water from 
that Marfh, after running through a 
Part of his Eftate, falls upon a Part 
of mine, and there makes a new 
Marth or Stagnation, by which a 
great Part of my Eftate is rendered 
ufelefs, and the whole brought into 
Danger: Suppofe that upon furvey- 
jag my Neighbonr’s Marfh, and the 
feveral Fields‘ round it, I find that, 
by a Cut through another Part of his 
Eftate, and a Part of mine, his Marfh 
may be thoroughly drained, and chat 
the Water, by being carried into a 
new Channel, will be prevented from 
overflowing any Part of my Eftate, 
and will very much improve my 
Neighbour’s: Suppofe again, thar 
upon a fair and juft Survey, it ap- 

thar the Rents of his Eftate 
will, by the Cut or Water-drain to 
be made, be diminifhed to the Value 
of aol a Year ; but that by the 
draining of his Marth, and rendering 
to good Pafture or Azrable Land, the 
Rents of his Eftate will be augment- 
ed to the Value of so/, a Year, fo 
that ‘upon the whole he will be a 
Gainer to the Amount of 30/. a 
Year.” In.this Cafe I muft afk every 
Country Gentleman that hears me, if 
my Neighbour ought in Prudeace. to 
prevent my making that Cut or Wa- 
ter-drain through his Eftate at my 
own Expence; or if he could either 
in Juftice or Honour pretend, that I 
ought to give him 20/.. a Year out 
of my Eftate in Compenfation for 
the 20 /,. a Year he: pretends he is to 
lofe by making the Cut or Water- 
drain through his Eftate. I believe 
no Gentleman will fay he could in 
Prudence :refufe the one, or in Jultice 
infift upon the other. Yet in this 
Cafe the Compenfation he receives 
for the Right I take away from him, 
arifes from a Right I do not give, a 

he was entitled to before I took 
haat gerne 





Having now, I think, demonftra- 
ted, thar if the Lofs rhe Civil Lift 
may fuftain by the prefent Regularion, 
be made good by the Increafe in the 
Excife on Beer and Ale, occafioned 
by the prefent Regulation, we are 
neither in Juftice nor Honour obliged 
to give any other Compenfation, I 
may give up the other Queftion, and 
admit, thar we are obliged to grant 
a Compenfation, in Cafe the Lofs is 
not made good by the Increafe of the 
Excife on Beer and Ale; becauféy 
notwithftanding what the Hon. Gens« 
tleman has faid, I am ftill of Opis 
nion, that it is not only probable, 
but apparent, that the Lofs in one 
Way will be fufficiently made good 
by the Advantage in the other. The 
very Nature of the Thing is to me 
a fufficient Proof; for granting, thar 
the greateft Part of the prefent A- 
mount of the Excife proceeds from 
the Debauches and Extravagancies of 
the People, it is well known, that 
thofe-who once get into the Way of 
committing Debauches in Gin, can 
have no Relifh even for the ftrongeft 
Male Liquors; and I am convinced 
there are very few Inftances, if any, 
thar ever a Club of exceiliye Gins 
drinkers, went from a Gin- ‘hop, 
either to finifh their Debauch, or 
empty .their Pockets, by drinking 
Common Beer at an Alchoufe; be 
caufe even to guench their Thirft 
they generally rake fimall Beer or 
Water, and mix it up with Gin; and 
many of ‘them ‘continue at the Gin- 
fhop till they cannot find the Wa; 
to an Alehoufe, or even to their 
own Beds, if they have any, bus 
content. themfelves with the clean 
Straw, which at fome of thofé Places 
they have for nothing ; fo that even 
from the Nature of che Thing we 
muft conclude, that thofe who have 
once taken to the exceflive drinking 
of Gin, give over almoft entirely 
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the drinking of Beer or Ale; and if 
we can lay thofe People under a Ne- 
ceffity of returning to the drinking 
of {trong Beer or Ale, we muft ne- 
ceffarily very much increafe the Con- 
fumption. 

By the Report of his Majefty’s 
Jultices of the Peace at Hick’s-ball 
inthe Month of Fanuary laft, we 
find, there were then within Wef- 
minfler, Holborn, the Tower, and 
Finfbury Divifion (exclufive of Lon- 
don ani Southwark) 7044 Houfes 
and Shops, wherein Geneva and other 
Spiriruous Liquors were publickly 
fold by Retail, of which they had 
gor an Account, and that they be- 
lieved: it was very far fhort of the 
true Number ; from whence, if we 
include London and Southwark, and 
the orher Places within the Bills of 
Mortality, I think I may modeftly 
compute, there are 20,000 Houfes 
and Shops within the Bills of Mor- 
tality, where Geneva and other Spi- 
rituous Liquors are fold by Retail; 
and tho” the People within the Bills 
of Mortality are computed to be but 
a fifth, or a fixth Part of the King- 
dom of England, yet I fhall reckon 
but 20,000 Houfes and Shops in all 
the other Parts of England, where 
Spirituous Liquors are fold by Re- 
tail; the Whole being 40,000. Now 
to each of thefe Houfes I fhall allow 
but ten Cuftomers who are exceffive 
Drinkers of Gin, fuch I call thofe 
who may drink about half a Pint a 
Day, ‘one with another; and ten 
Cuftomers who are moderate Drinkers 
of that Liquor, fuch I call thofe who 
do not drink above half a Quartern a 
Day, one Day with another. This 
makes in all England 400,000 excef- 
ceffive Drinkers, and 400,000 mode- 
rate Drinkers of Spirituous Liquors ; 
and confidering how univerfally, the 
Cuftom of drinking fuch Liquors has 
got in among the common People, 
Men, Women and Children, . I be- 

z 





lieve this Number will not be 
koned too large. 

Let us next fuppofe, that if the 
Retail of fuch Liquors were entirely 
prohibited, and rhefe Drinkers of Gin 
fhould return to the Ufe of Malt Li- 
quors, that each of the exceflive 
Drinkers of Gin would for the future 
drink a Pint of ftrong Beer a Day, 
one Day with another, and that each 
of the moderate Drinkers of Gin 
would for the future drink half a 
a Pint of ftrong Beer a Day, ome 
with another, more than they drink 
at prefent; we may from thence fee 
how greatly the Confumption of 
Beer and Ale would be. hereby in- 
creafed; for 400,000 Pints and 
400,000 half Pints, makes 600,000 
Pints, or 75,000 Gallons a Day, 
which makes 27,375,000 Gallons, 
or 805,147 Barrels ina Year; The 
Excife at 45. 6d. per Barrel upon 
this Increafe in the Confumption, 
would produce an Increafe in the Ex- 
cife upon Beer and Ale of 181,158 4 
yearly, one half of which being 
99,579 4 would belong to the Civil 
Lift; fo that even in the moft mo- 
deft Way of Computation, and ac- 
cording to all the Ways of Compu. . 
tation, the Civil Lift will get more 
by the Increafe in the Excife upon 
Beer and Ale, than it can be fuppos’d 
to lofe, according to the higheft 
Computation, by taking from it the 
Duties on Spirituous Liquors ; and 
that my Computation of Gin-drinkers 
is within Bounds appears from hence; 
that the fuppofed 400,000 exceffive 
Drinkers at half a Pint a Day, and 
the 400,000 moderate Drinkers at 
half a Quartern a Day, according 
to this Computation, confume but 
31,250 Gallons a2 Day, which 
ls 11,396,250 Gallons in a Year, 
the Duties upon which, at 3d a 
Gallon, amount to but £42,453 4 
per Annum ; whereas the Duties upon 
thefe’ Liquors for this laft Year, 

1 ~ "amounted 
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amounted to 154,094 /. and we can- 
fe buc that there are fome 
Frauds with Refpeét to the collecting 
of thefe Duties, as well as in moft 
others, 

I have chofen this new Method of 
Calculation, not becaufe I think the 
other any Way falfe or deceitful, bur 
to fhew, that from whatever Method 
we chufe, and from the moft modeft’ 
Calculations we can make, this gene- 
ral Truth will always appear, That 
by prohibiting the Retail of Spiriru- 
ous Liquors, the Civil Lift will get 
more by the Increafe of the Excife 
on Beer and Ale, than it can lofe by 
the Decreafe of the Duties upon fuch 
Liquors: And now with Refpeét to 
the Obfervations made upon the other 
Method, I muft fay, that the Gen- 
tlemen of the other Side treat us as 
Free-thinkers are treated by fome of 
their Antagonifts: They ftare a weak 
or a falfe Argument for us, anfwer 
ir, and then triumph in the Victory 
they have obtained. I have never 
heard it faid in this Houfe, nor in 
any other Place, that as the Duties 
upon Spirituous Liquors decreafe- or 
Increafe, the Excife upon Beer and 
Ale muit always increafe or decreafe 
in an exaét Proportion: That if ‘the 
Duties upon the former decréafé or 
increafe one fifth, one fixth, or one 
tenth, the other muft increafe or de- 
creafe exactly one fifth, one fixth, or 
one tenth, and neither more nor lefs, 

No, we know there are many 


“other Accidents may contribute to 


the Increafe or Decreafe of the Ex- 
cife on Beer and Ale, and therefore 
this Proportion cannot be exaét: Yer 
I cannot allow, that the Accident 
mentioned by the honourable Gentle- 
man, could have any great Influence 
upon the Excife in the Year 1729 ; 
for the Price of Malt was nor, fo 
far as I remember, fo high that Year, 
as to put our Brewers out of the 


common Way of Brewing ; and be- 





fides, we know that the ftrong Drink 
brewed for common Draught, fiom 
wheuce the greateft Part of the Ex- 
cife is raifed, is never defigned to be 
kept a great many Years, fo that in 
fuch Sort of: Drink the Brewers never 
think of laying up a great Stock, in 
Order to provide for a Year Of Scar- 
city: But I fhall mention one Acci« 
dent, which I fhall take upon me to 
fay, has greatly contributed to keep up 
the Excife chefe laft rwo Years, and 
yet has contributed nothing towards 
raifing the Produce of the Duties, at 
leaft on home-made Spirits; I mean, 
the Jare general Eleétions for this 
Parliament, and the many very ex- 
traordinary difpured Elections that 
have been fince; for it is certaim 
that thefe Elections and Difputes have 
added greatly to the Confumption of 
Beer and Ale, tho’ I have never yer 
heard of a Candidate who treated 
his Voters or his Witnefles wirh 
Gin. 

And laftly, with Refpect to the 
Propofition this Day made ro us, I 
am furprifed to hear the honourable 
Gentleman fay, that it alrers the Na- 
ture of the prefent Eftablifhment of 
the Civil Lift; for upon the contra- 
ry, it purfues exactly the Narure of 
that Eftablifhment: With Refpeét to 
the Civil Lift, fo far as the Parlia- 
ment ftands obliged to make it good, 
his Majefty is accountable; for he 
cannot make any Demand upon the 
Parliament, till he has laid an Aw 
count of che Civil Lift Revenues be- 
fore them, in Order to fhew them 
the Deficiency : By the Propofition 
now before us, «we are to enlarge 
that Eftablifhment, we are to oblige 
ourfelves to make a further Sum 
yearly good to his Majefty, and I 
hope the honourable Geurleman would 
not have us lay ourfelves under fuch 
an Obligation, and at the fame Time 
put it in the Power of any fliture 
Minifter to come and tej] us when- 
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ever he pleafes, that there was a De- 
ficiency as to that furrcher Sum, and 

that therefore he infifted upon our 
making it good, without laying any 

Account before us from whence. that 
Deficiency might appear. 

To. conclude, from the whole that 
has been faid upon this Subject, it 
appears evident to me, that if the 
Surplus of the Civil Lift fhould be 
diminifhed *by what we are now 
about, we are not obliged to make it 
good: That if we were obliged to 
make the Lofs good, it ought not to 
be computed at 7c¢,002/. per Annum : 
That if it fhould be computed at 
70,000/. per Annum, it is apparent 
that it will be made good by the In- 
creafe of the Excife: That if this 
were not apparent, the Propofition 
now made to us will fully anfwer 
that. Uncertainty : That the Propofi- 
tion now made to us is exaétly con- 
form to the Nature of the prefent E- 
ftablifhment of the Civil Lift; and 
that if ic were not, it is become ne- 
ceflary, by the Demand now made 
upon us in Favour of the Civil Lift ; 
fo that in no fuppofable Cafe I can 
find any Reafon for taking fuch a 
- Jarge Sum as 70,000/. a Year from 
that facred Fund appropriated for re- 
Jieving the People, and efpecially 
the poor Labourers, Artificers, and 
Maanfaéturers, from the heavy Taxes 
they ‘are now charged with, and 
therefore I carmot agree that this 
Claufe in the Form in which it is 
at prefent, fhould ftand Part of this 
Bill. 

The Queftion being then put, to 
gree with the Commitree in the A- 
mendments made to this Claufe, it 

* avas, upon a Divifion, carried in the 
Affirmative by 183 to 110. 

After the Debate and Divifion , 
(the further Confideration of the Re- 
“port from the Commirtee upon the 
jail ‘Bill was adjonrned) till Friday 
the 26th, when the Houfe refuned 





the Confideration of the faid Report, 
and the reft of the Amendments made 
by the Committee to the Bill being 
read a fecond Time, were with A- 
mendments to one of them, agreed 
to by the Houfe; after which the 
following Claufe was offered to be 
added to the Bill, viz. 


© Provided always, that nothing 
in this Aét contained fhall extend, 
or be conftrued to extend, to charge 
with any of the Duties direéted to 
be paid, levied, or collected, by 
this Aét, any Spirits or Strong- 


commonly called Punch, to be re- 
tailed and confumed in the Houfe, 
or Houfes, of any Perfon or Per- 
fons keeping a publick Inn, Coffee- 
houfe, Victualling-houfe, or Ale- 
houfe, who fhall have been firft li- 
cenfed to fell Wine, Beer, Ale, or 
other Liquors, or to fubject the 
Makers or Retailers of the faid Li- 
quor. called Punch, to take out Li- 
cences from the Commiffioners of 
Excife, as herein before direéted 
for Retailers of Spirituous Liquors, 
or Strong-waters. Provided the 
faid Liquors called Punch, fo to be 
retailed and confumed as aforefaid, 
be made or mixed with two third 
Parts Water at leaft, in the Prefence 
of the Buyer, and that the Spirit 
with which the faid Liquor is to 
be made, be not fold or retailed, in 
a Jefs Quantity than one Pint, or 
at a Jefs Price, than after the Rate 
Jof 55s. per Gallon;, and all- and 
every Perfon or Perfons, | acting 
contrary -hereto, fhall forfeir the 
Sum of 54 for every Offence, one 
Moiety thereof to the Informer or 
Profecutor, that. fhall inform or 
profecute for the fame, the other 
Moiety to his Majefty, his Heirs 
and Succeffors: And the Proof thac 
the fame was fo mixed and fold at 
_fuch a Price as aforefaid, fhall lie 
© on 
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£ on the Vender or Seller thereof, 
€ and not on the Informer or Profe- 


© cutor.’ 


The Arguments in Favour of this 
Claufe were in Subftance as follow : 


SIR, 

S$ the Complaint which occa- 
fioned the bringing in of this 

Bill, was chiefly aimed againft that 
conftant and exceffive Ufe of home- 
made Spirits among People of infe- 
rior Rank, which has of late Years 
fo greatly increafed, and as the con- 
ftant and exceffive Ufe of fuch Spirirs 
among fuch Sort of People proceeded 
entirely from the low Price, and 


‘ from the Liberty which many Per- 


fons took to retail them without a 
Licence, I have always been of Opi- 
nion that the Evil complained of 


might have been cured, without lay- 


ing on fuch heavy Duties as will 
amount to a Prohibition of the Re- 


- tail, not only of home-made Spirits, 


but of all: diftilled Spirituous. Li- 
quors; but as this Houfe feems to be 
of acontrary Opinion, I muuft fub- 
mit to what has been already agreed 
to: However, as the Confumption of 
Rum, efpecially when made into 
Punch, has never occafioned the leaft 
Complaint, and as that Confumprion 
is of very great Confequence to this 
Nation, I muft beg Leave to offer a 
few Words in Favour of that Liquor, 
and then I fhall take the Liberty to 
offer a Claufe for exempting it from 
the Duties direéted by this Bill to be 
paid, levied, and colledted. 

I believe, no Gentleman in this 
Honfe, is ignorant of the prefent de- 
clining. State of our Sugar Colonies : 
Their Circumf{tances, and the many 
Diftreffes and Difcowragements they 
labour under, have been of late fo 
fully laid before the Parliament, that 
no Gentleman in the Nation, I be- 
lieve, is ignorant of their melancholy 





Situation ;.and every Man who has a 
Regard for his fellow Subjeét, or for 
the Good of his Country, muft be 
fenfibly touched with their juit Com- 
plaints, Their Rivals in the Sugar 
Trade enjoy a new, rich, and ferrile 
Soil, which produces plentifully 
without great Labour or Expence 5 
while they are obliged to toil in 
Fields worn ont by- continual La- 
bour, and incapable of producing any 
Thing without a vaft Expence. Their 
Rivals live almoit free from¢Taxes, 
and without being at the Expence of 
making any Prefents to their Gover- 
nors, or even of maintaining and re- 
pairing their own Forts and Garri- 
fons; while they are heavily loaded 
with Taxes upon Exports as well as 
Imports, and obliged to pay large 
Salaries to their Governors, and to 
maintain and repair their own Fors 
tifications: Their Rivals have a Li- 
berty of exporting their Sugars di- 
rely to any Market in Europe, 
while they remain under a Neceflity 
of landing every Ounce in Britain, 
and are thereby obliged to pay double 
Freight, double Commiflion, and a 
great many other unneceflary Charges. 
Thefe Difadvantages have already, I 
am afraid, made us lofe the Benefit 
of fupplying any foreign Market 
with Sugars; and in fuch Circum- 
ftances can it be expected, that the 
Parliament of Great- Britain will, 
without any Neceflity, make a Re- 
gulation for taking from our Sugar 
Colonies the only Market they have 
left ? 

I muft confefs, I little expected to 
have feen, in this Seffion of Parlia- 
ment, any new Difcouragement aren 
to our Sugar Colonies; on the con 
trary, I expected to have fecn the 
moft vigorous and the beft concerced 
Meafures taken for relieving them 
from all the Difadvantages they at 
prefent labour under, and for purring 
them at leaft upon an equal Fooring 

with 
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with their Rivals in the Sugar Trade : ' 


Sach’ Meafures might have perhaps 
enabled us to redeem that Trade, and 
to regain the Benefit we have loft, 
of fapplying foreign Markets with 
that Commodity ; but if we dimi- 
nifh the Sale of their Sugars or their 
Rum in.Great Britain, without en- 
abling them to fend it to foreign 
Markets, by removing the Difadvan- 
tages they are now fubjected to, our 
Sugar Planters may foon be fo much 
ruined, and their Rivals fo thorough- 
ly eftablifhed in’ the Trade, thar it 
wil] be impoffible for tis to regain it ; 
may, the very Iflands where our Su- 
gars are now produced, may come to 
be abandoned, and then iaftead of 
fapplying Foreigners, it will be im- 
poffible for us to fupply ourfelves, 
either with Sugars or Rum, which 
muft of courfe be attended with an 
infinite Lofs to the Nation. 

Let us confider what vaft Quanti- 
ties of Manufaétures of all Kinds and 
Qualities are yearly fent from Great 
Britain to our feveral Sugar Iflands, 
and from thence we mutt fee how 
' greatly the Value of our Exports 
muft be diminifhed, if thofe Iflands 
fhould be entirely abandoned, or fo 
much reduced as not to be able to 
farnith themfelves with any Thing 
but the meer Neceffaries of Life. 
This of itfelf would be an infinite 
Lofs ‘to the Nation; but then if we 
could have no Sugars or Rum from 
thofe Iflands for fupplying our home 
Confumption, our Lofs would be re- 
doubled ; for that Confumption would 
then be fupplied from the French I- 
flands; fo that the Value of our Im- 
ports from foreign Countries would 
be confiderably increafed, at the fame 
Time that the Value of our Exports 
would be greatly diminifhed, and 
how this would affeét our Balance of 
Trade, as well as our Labourers and 
Manufacturers here at home, I leave 
every Gentleman to judge. I fhall 





now only take Notice that the Du- 
ties upon the Sugars confumed in 
Great Britain are faid to amount to 
near 130,000/. a Year, and as thefe 
Sugars pay but 35. 6d. per hundred 
Weight, we muft from thence cor- 
clude, that the Sugars confumed year- 
ly in this Ifland muft amount to a- 
bove 700,000 hundred Weight ; fo 
that if we were obliged to purchafe 
from France all the Sugars neceffary 
for our home Confumption at the 
Rate of 64. per Pound, which 
would probably be the Cafe, that Con- 
fumption only would carry yearly 
out of this Kingdom near two Mil- 
lions of Pounds Sterling : To this let 
us add the Money that muft necef- 
farily be carried out of the Nation 
yearly for Rum or Brandy; and the 
vaft Sums that muft yearly be carried 
out of Ireland and our Nothern Co- 
lonies for the Sugars and Rum or 
Brandy they ftand in need of; and 
from thefe two Confiderations only 
we muft, I think, conclude, that by 
the Lofs of the Sugar Trade only, 
the Balance of Trade would be en- 
tirely turned againft us, which would 
in a few Years ftrip us of all the 
Riches we now enjoy. Then let uw — 
confider what vaft Numbers of our 
People are now employed at home 
and abroad, in the Produétion and 
Mannfa&ture of our Sugars, what 
vaft Numbers of our Tradefmen and 
Manufactures of all Kinds are em- 
ployed in providing Neceffaries and 
Utenfils for them, and what a Num- 
ber of our Seamen are yearly em- 
ployed in-tranfporting our Sugars and 
Rum to Great Britain; and from 
thence we may fee how greatly the 
Number of our People, efpecially 
our Seamen, muft be diminifhed, and 
confequently how confiderably the 
Power and the Naval Force’ of this 
Nation muft be reduced by the Lofs 
of the Sugar Trade, But what is 
till of worfe Confequence, and I beg. 
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of Gentlemen to confider it, all the 
Riches, all the Power, and all the 


Naval Force we may in this Cafe 
lofe, muft neceffarily be added to that 


_ Kingdom from which we muft al- 
ways have the moft to fear. 


Having now reprefented to you the 
fatal Confequences with which the 
Lofs of the Sugar Trade mutt be at- 
tended, I fhall next confider how 
that Trade may be affected by the 
Bill now before us. I believe it will 
be granted me, at leaft, by every Man 
who underftands any Thing of our 
Sugar Plantations, that confidering 
the Difadvantages they lie under at 
prefent, it would be impoflible for 
them to carry on the Trade, or to 


: produce any Sugars, if they-had not 


a ready Sale for their Rum at the 
Price it now bears, therefore every 
Thing that tends towards leffening 
the Price it now bears, muft be a 
Step towards the Ruin of our Sugar 
Trade. Now if the Confumption. of 
any Commodity be leffened, if the 
Number of Buyers be diminifhed, 
the Quantity brought to Market muft 
be leffened, or the Price will fink of 
Courfe ; and as the Confumption of 
Rum, and confequently the Number 
of Buyers, will certainly be very 
much diminifhed by the Bill as it 
now ftands, we muft conclude that 
our Sugar Planters cannot have a 
ready Sale for their Rum at the Price 
it now bears, if they continue to 
produce as much as they do at pre- 
fent, therefore many of them muft 
either immediately turn themfelves 
to fome other Bufinefs, or all will 
be ruined in a fhort Time. We know 
that our Sugar Ilands are not fit for 
producing any Thing that can turn 
to Account but Sugars and Rum; fo 
that if we put ic out of their Power 
to get a Sale for their Sugar and Rums 
at fuch a Price as they may fubfift 
by, a great Number of them muit 
neceflgrily leave the Tilands where 





they are now fettled, and will very 
er go to fettle among the 
rench in Hifpaniola or St. Lucia, 
where there is {pare Ground fafficient 
for them all, and where they will 
without Doubt meet with all Man- 
ner of Encouragement. The few 
Sugar Planters that may be left upon 
our own Sugar Iflands may then 
perhaps get a profitable Price for the 
fmall Quantities of Sugar and Rum 
they produce, becaufe we will cer- 
tainly endeavour as much as we cam, 
by Prohibitions and high Duries,; to 
prevent the Importation of foreign 
Sugars, Rum or Brandy; bu we 
cannot in fuch a Cafe propofe to fell 
any at a foreign Market; and even 
with Refpeét to our home Confump- 
tion, we know how impoffible it is 
to prevent the Importation or Con- 
fumption of any foreign Commodity, 
when there is avery great Adyan- 
tage to be got by running it upon 
us, 

We. know that our own Markets 
are the only Markets where our Su- 
gar Planters can propofe to fell any 
great Quantity. of the Rum they 
produce, and it is reckoned that the 
Rum they produce is at prefene equal 
in Value to one fourth Part of all 
their orher Produce: If then by the 
Bill now before us, we diminifh by 
one Half the prefent Confumprion of 
Rum, as our Sugar Planters can dif- 
pofe of it no where elf, it is ab(o- 
lutely rendering ufelefs to them one 
eighth Part of their whole he uce, 
which i is the fame with taking it en- 
tirely away from them ; of as an 
eighth Part is above 12 per Cent. I 
am afraid it is more than any one 
of our Sugar Planters can at prefent 
make of clear Profit to himfelf; fo 
that if this be taken from him, he 


muft labour and roil, or venrure his 
Money for nothing, which no Man 
certainly will. From hence, we may 
fee, how dangerous it is to lay fuch 
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@ Reftraint upon the Confumption of 
Rum as. is propofed by this Bill: Yet 
this Reftrainr, dangerous as ic is, I 
fhould have readily agreed -to, if the 
Confumption of Rum, c¢ither by it- 
felf or in Punch, had ever given Oc- 
cafion to any of the Evils now com- 
plained of, or even if we could hope 
thereby to render our People at home 
more fober, more frugal, or more 
induftrious ; “ becaufe’in either Cafe I 
would have at the fame Time propo- 
fed the freeing of our Sugar Planters 
from all Quir-rents and Taxes, from 
all Salaries or Prefents to Governors, 
and even from all Expence of main- 
taining and repairing their own. For- 
tifications; and at the fame Time I 
would have been for giving them Li- 
berty to export their'Sugars and Rum 
direétly to any Market-in the known 
World: But neither of thefe is the 
Cafe at prefenc; for the inferior 
Rank of our People never have made, 
nor ever can make a conftant and ex- 
ceflive Ufe of Rum: It is never 
ufed, either by itfelf, or when made 
into Punch, bur by our better Sort of 


People, and inftead of making them | 


more fober, fiugal, or induftrious, 
by taking from them the Ufe of 
Punch, we fhall only throw them 
into. the Way of drinking Wine, 
which will be a greater Expence to 
them, and a much greater Expence 
to the Nation. 

But, it is not the Confumption of 
Rum only, that will be diminifhed 
by prohibiting the Retail of Punch, 
the Confumption of Sugar likewife 
will be greatly diminifhed ; for tho’ 
People may ftill make Ufe of Punch 
at their own Houfes, we know that 
our People, efpecially thofe of the 
middling Sort, do not much like En- 
tertainments at one another’s Houfes 5 
from that Spirit of Liberty fo natu- 
ral to them, and which I hope no 
Minifter nor Government fhall ever 
be able to root out, they like to be 





at a Publick-houfe upon an equal foot~ 
ing and a fair Club; and therefore 
we cannot fuppofe that the Confump- 
tion at People’s own Houfes will a- 
mount to near the Quantity that was 
formerly confumed: On the contrary 
we may expeét that People will go 
to Publick-houfes as formerly, and 
moft of them will there drink Wine 
inftead. of Punch, fo that I muft 
look upon the Prohibition of Punch 
as one of the moft extraordinary 
Steps that was ever taken by any Na- 
tion : We are doing what we can to 
drive the People from the Ufe of a 
Liquor which is almoft wholly pro- 
duced by the Labour and Induftry of 
our own Subjeéts, to the Ufe of a 
Liquor which is entirely produced by 
Foreigners, and a great Part of it by 
Foreigners with whom we have not 
at prefent, I believe, all the Reafon 
in the World to be perfeétly well fa 
tisfied. 

I fhould have been glad to havé 
feen this Bill fo framed as to have 
left our People the free Ufe of Rum 
in any Manner they pleafed ; but as 
the Honfe feems to be of Opinion 
that this would open a Way for eva+ 
ding the A@, I fhall make no Pro- 
pofition for that Purpofe: I fhall 
confine my Propofition to the Ufe of 
Punch only, and I think I have 
drawn it up in fuch a Manner as to 
prevent its being poffible to draw 
from it any Method of evading the 
Law; Nay, I have drawn it up in 
fuch a Method as to put ic out of the 
Power of mean or low People to 
make a conftant and exceflive Ufe of 
it; therefore as no bad Confequence 
can accrue from permitting the Ufe 
of Punch among the better Sort of 
People, and as I have, I think, 
fhewn very ftrong Reafons for ex- 
empting it from the Duties to be laid 
on by this Bill, I fhall propofe to 
add.to the Bill fome fuch Clanfe as 
this ; (Here the above Claufe was — 
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The Anfwwer was to’ this Effet : 
Sid RR, 

; LT HQ’ the Complaints which 
oecafioned the pee in of 
the Bill now before us where chiefly 
aimed.againft the conftant and excef 
five Ufe of home-made Spirits, among 
our People of inferior Rank, yer I 
believe it. will be granted, that rhe 
Ufeof Spiritnous Liquors of all Sorts, 
and - even. 'the Ufe of Punch, has of 
late Year's-become too common, and 
wery, exceflive. It is well known 
how. caifiderably the Number of our 
Dram-honfes and Punch-houfes have 
increafed within rhefe few Years, arid 
how much they have been frequented 
by Perfons of all Ranks aud Degrees, 


" @fpecially  fince the Method of re- 


railing Punch in fo fmal] Quantiries, 

and: at. fo.cheap a Rate, has begun’ to 
be praétifed :. This we may be affared 
of from the Number of. Advertife- 
ments relating to fuch Houfes, which 
have daily appeared in our Netvs Pa- 
pers for two or three Years \paft ; and 
as every fuch Houfe is a Temptation 
thrown in the Way of onr People for 
tippling aud idling away their Time, 
I am of Opinion that it is now be- 
come abfolutely neceffary to remove 
thofe: Temptarions out of the Way of 
eur People, or at leaft to leflen rhe 
Number of them as much as we can. 

I do not in the leaft queftion but this 
Evil was forefeen by mahy Gentle- 
mem feveral Years ago; but among 
the many Advantages we enjoy by the 
Nattire of our Conftitution, we are 
expofed'.to this Inconvenience, that 
it is feldom: practicable to prevent an 
enfuing Evil, till it becomes  appa- 
rent as:to,be felt almoft by every Man 
in che Kingdom.; and in the prefent 
Cafe, -tho’ rhe Evils now complained 
were, ‘I believe, forefeenia.dozen or 
twenty: ¥ears fince, by fomé Geurle- 
men, yet it id certain, that’ no Pro- 
pofition. for: preventing: theft Evils 


a 


would then have met with any Re- 
‘ception ; on the contrary, if any fuch 
| Bill as the prefent had then been pro- 
| pofed,’ I believe the Gentleman, who- 
‘ever he might be, that fhould have 
| propofed it, would have been look’d 
{on asa Madman: Yet I am conyin-~ 
| ced it will now be granted, thae rhe 
| pafling of fuch a Bill at that Time, 
would have been of great Service ro 
the Nation ; and the Objection of 
turning a Number of People out of 
their Way of fubfifting their Fami- 
lies would not then have been near {6 
{trong as.it is at prefent. This is the 
Cafe of every general Nufance; there 
is no fuch Nufance bur what contri- 
butes'to the Advantage or Convenience 
of fome particular Perfoits, and they 
will endeavour to defend it, and to 
oppofe irs Removal as lorig as they 
ean; but when the Nufance edmes to 
be generally and fenfibly felc, they 
mutt then fubmit ; and when the re- 
moving of the Nufance becomes ab- 
folurely neceffary for the Publick 
Good, neither the Advantage nor 
the Convenience of particular Perfons 
is to be in the leaft regarded. 

Tam as fenfible of the prefent bad 
Circumftances of our Sugar Colonies 
as any Gentleman in this Houfe,: f 
am as much concerned for them, and 
as defirous to have the Hardfhips they 
complain of removed, as any Gentle 
man can be; and therefore I fhall 
readily concur with any Méafwres rhat 
amay be propofed for giving them Re- 
lief} provided fuch Meéafures do not 
any Way tend to the Ruin of their 
Mother Country : But for che Sake 
of encouraging then in the Sale of 
their Rum and their Sugars, I cannot 
fubmir to the Contistuance of a gla+ 
ting Enormity, an Fnormity which 
I forefee will evidently tend towards 
deftroying the Health and the Morals 
of ‘the People of Great Britain. For 
this Reafon I-am againft making any 
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The Difeafe we are now fully fenfible 
of, the Remedy we have in our Hands, 
do .not let us mix that Remedy up 
with any Palliative which may leffen, 
perhaps entirely prevent its Effect. 
We may find many Methods for gi- 
ving to our. Sugar Colonies. a full 
€ompenfation for the Difadvanrage 
they. may be fubjeéted to by this Bill ; 
but that Compenfation cannot be gran- 
ted by the Bill now before us, it is a 
Subject of a quite different Nature, 
and will therefore require a diftiné& 
Confideration, and a feparate Bill. 
This we may not, perhaps, be able 
to accomplifh in the prefent Seffion, 
but their Cafe may be fully examined 
into, and deliberately confider’d, be- 
fore next Seffion, a proper Relief, and 
all neceffary Encouragement may then 
be granted, and in the mean Time 
their Lofs cannot be very confide- 
rable. 

I fhall not difpute the Confequence 
our Sugar Iffands are of to this King- 
dom, nor fhall I difpute its being a 
Lofs to them for us to-take Meafures 
for leffening the Confumption of their 
Rum in Great Britain; but I am 
convinced they might fell their Rum 
at a much cheaper Rate, and yet have 
2 confiderabie yearly Profit from their 
feveral Plantations. If they fhould 
lower the Price of their Rum but a 
very little, they might find a Vent 
for it in many other Places of the 
World, ‘a Vent which would be more 


than fufficient for anfwering the fmall’ 


Diminurion that may by this Law be 
occafioned with Refpeét to the Con- 
fumption of that Liquor in Great 
Britain ; and that foreign Vent would 
contribute much more to the Advan- 
tage of their native Country, than 
their, felling the fame Quantity at 
double the Price, to be confumed in 
this Ifland, It is therefore againft 
the general Intereft of this Country, 
to-encourage the Home-Confiumprtion 
fo-much as.to enable. the Planters to 
: ¥ 2 


,. 


fell all they can make at a high Price 
in Great Brit ain, and on the other 
Hand it is our Duty to take alll ‘pofii- 
ble Méafures for enabling them ‘to/fell 
it at acheap Rate to Foreigners; for 
if the Price of Rum could be'fo much 
reduced, as that it might be purchafed 
at a cheaper Rate than Brandy or 
Geneva, I am perfuaded vaft Quanti- 
ties of it would be confumed in North 
America, in Africa, and in the Con- 
tries bordering upon the Baltick ; and 
even here at Home, the Confumption 
of French and Flemifb Brandies would 
thereby be very much diminifhed. 

I do not know but that by prohi- 
biting the Retail of Punch, fome 
fmall Addition may be made to our 
Confumption of Wines ; -but what- 
ever Addition may be made, it will 
be with refpeét to Port Wines only ; 
and as our Trade with Portugal is, in 
the main, a very profitable Trade, it 
is our Intereft to encourage our Trade 
with that Kingdom as much asiwe 
can: However, I am convinced this 
additional Confumption of foreign 
Wines will not be any way confide- 
rable ; for moft of thofe Perfons who 
formerly ufed to drink Punch, will 
return to the drinking of fine Ale and 
ftrong Beer, or thofe home-made 
Wines which we call Sweets ; ‘and I 
hope it will be allow’d, that it’ is as 
much the [ntercft of the Nation to 
encourage the Confumprion of thefe 
Liquors, ‘as that of any other Liquor 
whatfoever. _ By increafing the Con- 
fumption of fine Ale and ftrong Beer, 
we fhall encourage the Tillage of our 
Lands in Great Britain ; and by in- 
creafing the’ Confumption of home- 
made Wines; we fhall not only encou- 
rage the ‘Tillage and Improvement of 
our Lands here at home, but-we fhall 
likewife encourage the Trade of our 
Sngar Tflands, becaufe in the making 
of fuch Wises, there are great Quan- 
tities of Sugar made Ufe of ; fo that 
if the Ufe:of_fuch Wines. fhould be- 
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come.as general as the Ufe of Punch 
is at prefent, I believe our Demand 
for Sugars would be increafed rather 
than diminifhed. 

To conclude, if you exempt Punch, 
or any other Sort of fpirituous Li- 
quor from the Duties to be impofed 
by this Bill, I am convinced you 
will render the Bill ineffectual ; for 
under the Name of the Liquor ex- 
empted, every Sort of fpirituous Li- 
quor will be retailed; and as the 
Drinkers will always be Parties con- 
cerned in the Evafion, it will be im- 
poffible to difcover the Frauds that 
may be committed. Our Brandy- 
fhops and our Gin-fhops will then 
be all turn’d into Punch-fhops, our 
People will be as much tempted and 
debauched, and our Streets will be as 
full of Objeéts of Pity and Contempt 
aseyer. For this Reafon, I am for 
making an Experiment, at leaft for 
one Year, of the Bill as it ftands at 
prefent: As it is a new Bill, and a 
very extraordinary Regulation, we 
fhall probably in the next Seffion have 
Occafion to make fome Alterations or 
Amendments : By that Time we fhall 
fee what Effect the Prohibiting, or at 
leaft the diminifhing the Retail of 
Punch will have upon our People, 
we fhall likewife fee what Effect ir 
may be like to have upon our Sugar 
Colonies, and then we may make 
what Alteration we think proper, 
with Refpeét to the Retail of Punch, 
In the mean Time the Prohibition 
cannot be attended with any extraor- 
dinary bad Effeé&t, and therefore I 
fhall be againft adding the Claufe 
which the Honourable Gentleman has 
Leen pleafed to propoie. 


To this it was reply’d in Subftance as 
follows ; 
SIR, 


HEN the Hon, Gentleman 
was pleafed co tind Fault 
with the great Number of our Punch 


Houfes, I wifh he had added Taverns 
and Alehoufes, for I am convinced the 
great Number of the larcer is as fen- 
fible a Grievance as the great Number 
of the former, and the latter have 
contrived and daily praétife many 
more Temptations, for People to tip- 
ple and loiter away their Time than 
have ever as yet been contrived by 
the former: But the unbounded Li- 
berty that has for fo many Years been 
given to: the fetting up of Publick- 
houfes of all Kinds, does not proceed 
from hence, that the evil Confequen- 
ces of fuch a Liberty were not fore- 
feen or generally felt: On the con- 
trary, the Grievance has been moft 
fenfibly felt, and loudly complained 
of ; but by an Error in Politicks we 
have made it the Intereft of thofe to 
multiply fuch Houfes, whofe Bufinefs 
it was, and who only had the Power 
to prevent their Increafe. This is 
the crue Caufe of that prodigious 
Number of Houfes of Entertainment 
which are now fet up in every Part 
of this Kingdom, and the Power of 
thofe to whom we had given an Inte- 
reft in fuch Houfes, has for many 
Years been fo confiderable, that it 
was in vain for any Gentleman ta 
propofe a Remedy : Norwithftanding 
the eerrible Outcry that was raifed 
thro’ the whole Kingdom, bur efpe- 
cially in this great Metropolis $, againit 
the conftant and exceflive Uf of fpi- 
rituous Liquors among People of in- 
ferior Rank, I doubt much if we 
could have apply’d any effectual Re. 
medy, unlefs fome People had found 
it their Intereft to agree to the Reme- 
dy propofed. 

I fhall readily agree, that the pre. 
fent Number of our Punch-honfes, or 
at leaft of the Places where Punch is 
fold, may be perhaps too gyeat; bue 
there. is a very great Difference be~ 
tween too great a Number, and none 
at all ; By the Propofition now made, 
the Retailing of Punch will be cons 
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fined to Houfes where other ftrong 
Liquors are by Licence to be fold, 
which will of courfe very much di- 
minith the Number of our Punch- 
houfes ; and where Men are allowed 
to drink any other Sort of ftrong Li- 
quor, I can fee no Reafon why they 
may not be allowed at the fame Place 
to drink Punch if they haye a Mind; 
for I am perfuaded that Punch is as 
wholefome and as harmlefs as any 
other Liquor that can be found at fuch 


Houfes. I with with all my Heart,” 


that effeétual Methods had been taken 
many Years fince, for preventing fuch 
Numbers of our People turning them- 
félves to the Method of fupporting 
their Families by the Retail of {trong 
or fpirimmous Liquors : I am convin- 
ced ‘that many Perfons have been 
drawn entirely away from ufeful La- 
bonr and Induftry, and the Labour 
and Induftry of all che reft of our 
People very much diminifhed ; and 
therefore I with that fome effectual 
Reftraints had been laid upon thofe 
who have the Power of granting Li- 
cences, as foon as we made ic their 
Intereft, as well as the Intereft of 
thofe who appoint them, to grant as 
many as they could: But fince fnch 
Numbers of our People have now got 
into that Way of. fupporting their 
Families, I cannot but have a Con- 
cern and a Compaffion for them ; and 
though the publick Good cerrainly re- 
quires an immediate Reftrainr upon 
the conftant and exceflive Ufe of fpi- 
ritnens Liquors among Perfons of 
inferior Rank; yet I cannot think 
that the pablick Good requires an ab- 
folute Prohibition of felling any fuch 
Liquors’ by Retail, efpecially when 
they are reétify’d by a great Quantity 
of Water, or made into that Liquor 
ealled Punch: Nay, if fiich a Prohi- 
bition were neceffary, my Concern 
fox the Numbers of poor People who 
now live by that Retail is fuch, rhat 
3 thould be againft making the Pro- 





hibition immediate : Even in fuch a 
Cafe, I thould be for introducing the 
Prohibition by Degrees; by which 
Method, a general Diftrefs would be 
prevented ; becaufe fome of thofe who 
now live by that Trade, would die 
in the mean Time, and the reft 
would have Time to provide a‘ Live- 


‘lihood in fome other Way, or to ac- 


cuftom themfeves to Labour and In- 
duftry, ware 

What Reception a Propofition for 
preventing the Evils now complained 
of might have met with rwenty Years 
ago, I fhall not pretend to determine ; 
T believe that, for the Reafon I have 
already afligned, ic would not have 
met with a very favourable one, un- 
lefs fome proper Methods had been 
taken to recommend it; but I am 
fully convinced that, if fuch a gene- 
ral Prohibition as is intended by this 
Bill had been propofed twenty Years 
ago, the Gentleman who had propo- 
fed it, would really have been looked 
on as a Madman ; and even now the 
Propofition would, I believe, have 
met with very little Succefs, if it 
had not been fupported by another 
Propofition, which is now made Part 
of this Bill. I will admit, Sir, that 
the moft general, the moft grievous 
Nufance, may tend to the Advantage 
or Convenience of forie particular 
Perfons ; and I muft admit, though 
I am forry for it, thar thofe who 
find a private Intereft or Convenience 
in any fuch Nufance, generally en- 
deavour to defend ir, and to oppofe 
its Removal, even although they be 
fully fenfible that their Country muit 
be ruined by its Continuance 1 Of 
fuch Men I fhall only fay, thar ic 
would have been good for their Coun- 
try, and certainly betrer for them- 


' felves, that they had never been born ¢ 


Of fuch Men, I am afraid we have 
too" many isi this Kingdom, but 4 
hope ‘not one in this Houfe, ; 


With 
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With Refpeé&t ro our Sugar Colo- 
nies, IT am furprifed to hear fuch 
Reafoning as I have heard upon that 
Subject. Ie is not fo much as pre- 
tended but ‘thar they may probably 
be ruined by prohibiting the Retail of 
their Rum in Great Britain ; but 
Gentlemen fay, we may give them a 
full Compenfation’ the nexe Seflion, 
for the Damage we are to do them in 
this: Which to me feems to be the 
fame as if I fhould fay to a Man, f 
muft now knock your Brains out, but 
next Year I'll do fomething ‘hall 
bring you again to Life. For God’s 
Sake, let us confidér the unfortunate 
Cafe of many of our Countrymen in 


_ the Sugar Iflands, whofe whole Sub- 


fiftence depends upon the Sale of that 
Moiety of their Rum, which we are 
by this Bill to deprive them of : The 
Produce of their whole Crop of Su- 
gars, and the other Moiety of their 
Rum, may be neceffary for defraying 
the Charge of their next Years Crop ; 
and if we difappoinr rhem in the Sale 
of what they defigned for fubfifting 
themfelves and their Families, they 
muft break in upon that Stock which 
is neceffary for producing another 
Grop ; by which Means every Sugar 
Planter, who is not before-hand with 
the World, muft neceffarily be un- 
done, This I am perfi will be 
the Cafe of moft of our fimall Plan- 
ters;and in them we know the Strength 
of our Sugar Iflands confifts. The 
Regulations we are next Year to make 
ynay be'a Compenfation to thofe who 
gan ftand the Shock we are now to 
give them ; byt to thofe who may be 
utterly undone by the Shock we can 
give no Compenfation, we can com- 
= no Relief. There is not the 
leaft Pretence for faying, that the 
Ufe of Rom, efpeciglly when made 
into Punch, for one Year longer, will 

the Health or the Morals of 
the People of Great Britain, therefore 
Why should we do an Injury to our 





Sugar Planters, till we are ready to 
grant them at the fame Timea proper 
Redrefs ? Why fhould we prevent the 
Sale of their Rum in Great Britain, 
till we have made fuch Regularions, 
and granted fuch Indulgencés, as may 
enable them to fell it to Advantage 
at fome other Marker ? 

We are told that our Sugar Plan- 
ters might fell their Rum at a much 
cheaper Rate, and yet have a confide- 
rable yearly Profit from their feveral 
Plantations ; but I with the Affirma- 
tion had been fupported by fome Sort 
of Reafoning, and that Reafoning 
founded upon Faéts known to the 
Houfe ; for I believe, if we were to 
examine any one of our Sugar Plan- 
ters, he would give us {trong Reafons, 
founded upon plain and notoriousF acts, 
for convincing us, that in their pre- 
fent Circumftances, it is impoffible 
for them to fell either cheir Sugars or 
their Rum at a cheaper Rate. We 
all know how dear living it is in our 
Sugar Iflands, we know what Taxes 
they pay, and we know what mon- 
ftrous Prices they pay for their Slaves, 
and for ‘every Thing elfe that is ne- 
ceffary for the Produétion of Sugars : 
We likewife know at what a cheap 
Rate both Sugars and Rum are fold 
upon the Spot where they are produ- 
ced ; and if we compare rhe Expence 
and the Profits together, the Impoffi- 
bility to fell either at a cheaper Rate, 
will, I believe, fully appear. I thall 
very readily grant, that it would be 
an Advantage to the Nation to enable 
our Sugar Planters to fell their Rum 
at foreign Markets, rather chan in 
Great Britain ; but it is not the Price 
the poor Planrer fells it for, chat 
prevents its being fold in foreign Mar- 
Kets; ic is the wife Regulations we 
have ‘made here at Home, for we 
feem to have taken particular Care to 
prevent its being in their Power to 
difpofe of their Rum to Advantage 
at any forcsign Marker: In the firft 

Place, 
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Place, their Rum mutft be all landed 
in Great Britain, before it can be 
carry’d to any foreign Market in Eu- 
rope ; fo that at every fuch foreign 
Market it mutt be charged with dou- 
ble Freight and double Commiflion, 
befides Porterage, Wharfage, and fe. 
veral other finall Items upon the Im- 
portation and Exportation, all which, 
upon fuch a cheap and bulky Commo- 
dity, muft amount to more, than the 
Value of the prime Coft: And in the 
mext Place we know, that, in order 
to make Rum palatable to any ‘Perfon 
of nice Tafte, ic muft be carefully 
kept in a good Cellar for feveral Years ; 
now there are but few of our Planters 
can fpare to keep their Rum by them 
for feveral Years, nor would it be pro- 
per to keep it in thofe hot Climates ; 
and yet, by obliging our Merchants 
at home to pay the high Duties upon 
it foon after its landing, we render it 
impoffible for moft of them to keep 
it till it is fit for any Market ; or if 
fome of them do, the Intereft of the 
Money they have paid for the Duties 
upon it here at home, rifes fo high, 
that ir becomes jmpoflible for them 
to fell it to Advantage at any foreign 
Market. Both thefe Difadvantages 
might, in my Opinion, be very eafily 
removed ; and till they are removed, 
1 am fure it will be impoffible for our 
Sugar Planters to fell their Rum to 
Advantage at any Market in Europe : 
When this is done, and fome other 
Indulgences granted them, we may, 
perhaps, make free with our home 
Confumption of that Liquor ; but till 
then, I am convinced, the putting a 
Stop to our home Confumprion,. will 
be running the Rifk, at leaft, of ruin- 
ing entirely our Sugar Colonies. 

It is faid, that upon our prohibit- 
ing the Retail of Punch, our People 
will fall naturally into the drinking 
of fine Ale, ftrong Beer, and home- 
made Wines. I wifh it may be fo ; 
and I am convinced, the putting 4 





Stop to the Ufe of f{pirituous Liquors 
amongft the inferior Rank of our Peo- 
ple, will increafe the Confumption of 
Beer and Ale, though this, has. been 
deny’d, or at leaft much doubted of, 
by the fame Gentlemen in a former 
Debate on this Bill ; but ‘as for .our 
Panch Drinkers, they are generally 
the better Sort of our People, and I 
am afraid moft of them will fall into 
the drinking of foreign Wines.; .nor 
will that Confumption be confined to. 
the Wines of Portugal only ; for the 
Spanifh and Italian Wines will cer- 
tainly come in for a Share, and our 
Drinkers of Arrack Punch, will 
moft of them betake themfelves to the 
drinking of French Clarets; But even 
with refpeé&t to Portugal Wines, tho’ 
our Trade with that Kingdom. bea 
profitable Trade ; yet, I am fure, we 
ought not to encourage the Confimp- 
tion of Their Wines, rather than the 
Confiumption of a 1 iquor wholly pro- 
duced in our own Dominions, and by 
our own Subjeéts. As for our home- 
made Wines, I can have no Notion 
that the Ufe of them will ever become 
fo general as the Ufe of Punch is at 
prefent ; and unlefs this happens to 
be the Cafe, our Sugar Colonies will © 
fuffer with Refpeét to the Confump- 
tion of their Sugars as well as their 
Rum ; But fuppofing that every Punch 
Drinker in the Kingdom could, be 
brought to the drinking of fuch Wines 
only, inftead of the “Punch: he for- 
merly ufed to drink; yet, if our 
Sugar Trade fhould be thereby quite 
deftroyed, the Nation would be a 
great Lofer by the Change ; becaufe, 
if we had no Sugars of our own, the 
Nation would be. put toa great Ex- 
pence by the making of fuch Wines, 
I do believe, that by the prohibit- 
ing the Retail of Punch, fome little 
Addition will be made to the Con- 
fumption of our home-made Wines, 
and alfo to the Confimption of fine. 
Ale and ftrong Beer ; but | am, con; 
: vinced, 
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vinced, that the chief Addition will 
be matle t0 the Confumption of foreign 
Wines, which muft neceffarily bea! 
great Difadvantagé to the Nation, ‘bur , 
will. be, I muft confefs, 4 dotibleAd- 
vantage ‘to the Civil Lift Revenue; | 
for that ufeful Revenue mutt Lé confi- 
derably incyéafed bythe gréar Nutm- | 
ber of new Wine Licénces thar <vill 
of Courfe be taken out, every Shil- 
ling of the ‘Duties upon which, we 
know belongs to the Civil Lift ; and 
it will befides. get a great deal’ “more 
by the Confuumption of Wine, thant it 
could have ‘ever gor by the Confiumip- 
tion of Rum made into Purch ; for 
as one Bottle of good Rum or Brandy 
made into Punch, will go as far as 
four ‘Bottles of Wine, atid’ ‘as the Ci- 


famption of four Bottlesof Wine, 
and but 94. or 104. at moft by the 
Couifamption of one Boftle' of Rum 
or Brandy made into Punch ; we muft 
therefore grant, that the’ Civil Lift 
will bea double Gainer by this Change 
of Liquors. ’Tis true, a confidera- 
ble Addition has always been, | and al- 
ways will be made to: foreign ‘Wines 
after: they are imported, fo that wé 
cannot fuppofe thar the Civil Lift 
will get 44. by every Bottle of Wine 
hereafter to be conituned, unlefs we 
fhould be fo’happy as to get Wines 
fubjeéted to ait Excife, which we may 
remember ‘was not very Jong fince 
attempted ; but if the drinking of 
Punch fhould be continued, we can- 
not fuppofe that the Civil ‘Lift could 
get gd. or 10d. by every Bottle of 
Brandy and Rin made Ufe of in that 
Way, beoaufe great Quantities of 
Punch have always been, and always 
will be made of Exglifh Spirits, or 
of Brandy or Rum run in without 
paying any-Duty ; and the Quantity 
of Puncli made from fuch Liquors, 
will always be at leaft equal te the 
Quantity added by our Wine-Coopers 





to foreign Wines after they are im- 
ported, 


The Claufe now offered is, in my 
Opinion, drawn up fo cautioufly, that 
it is impoflible to make any Handle of 
it, for‘evading the Law. The Punch 
to. be :retail’d by this Claufe, mult be 
mixed With two third Parts Warer at 
leaft;-in the Prefence of the Buyer + 
and “‘muft- nor be retailed in a lefs 
Quantity’ than one Pint, or at a lefs 
Price than after the Rate of 55. per 
Gallon: It will therefore be impoflible 
to fell any fpirituous Liquor under 
the ‘Name of Punch, wnlefs it be mix- 
ed with two third Parts Water, and 
the nor allowing it to be fold aca 
lefs Price than 55. per Gallon, or in 
a lefs Quantity. than one Pint, will 
prevent Tippling as much as poflible. 
To pretend that the Frauds cannot be 
difcovered, becaufe the Drinkers will 
always be "Parties to the Evafion, is 
an Objeétion that will hold equally 
ftrong againft every Claufé in che Bill ; 
for the Drinkers muft be Parties to 
every Fraud that can be commirced, 
and yet-it'is to be prefumed, thar they 
will generally be the Informers: Nay, 
even ivith refpect to the Retailing of 
Gin, it may fafely be fold and drank 
in'a private Corner, without any Dan- 
ger'of'a Difcovery, unlefs the Drink- 
ers themfelves become Informers, 

The Bill now before us may, in- 
deed, very properly be call’d an Ex- 
periment : Ic is, I believe, one of 
the boldeft Experiments in Politicks 
that was ever made ina free Country ; 
and feemmis as’if intended to try the 
Submiffion and: Obedience of our Peo- 

le. Even ‘tho’ the Claufe now pro- 
pofed be added, like Saud ic will ruin 
its Thonfands ; but if this Claufe be 
not ‘added, like David, it will ruin 
its ten Thoufands ; and if by this 
Bill or Sugar Trade fhould be deftroy- 
ed, it-will ruin the whole Nation at 
laft. I truly make no Queftion,, but 
that the Bill will be found to ftan# in 
need of fome Alterations and Amend: 
ments in the very next Seffion ; Pde 
not 
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not know but a great Part of it may 
then be repealed ; but as for that Part 
of it which relates to the Civil Lift, 
I donbe much if it will ever be in 
our Power to get it repealed; . am 
convinced that, before next Seflion, ic 
svill be found neceffary to alter the 
whole Scheme of this Bill, and to 
contrive fome new Method for. pre- 
venting the conftant and exceflive Ufe 
of fpiritnuous Liquors among eur Peo- 
ple of inferior Rank ; burt in the mean 
Time Thoufands of our People abroad 
and at home will be utterly undone ; 
and as. fuch Perfons cannot be reco- 
vered, ,nor receive any Benefit, by 
thofe Alterations we may then. think 
proper to-make, I am for prevenring 
the. Spreading of this Defolation as 
much as poffible, and therefore F am 
for adding the Claufe now jpropofed. 


The Queftion was then put. upon 
the Claufe offer'd, but upon a Divi- 
fion, ic .was rejected, by 203) to 98, 
and. then the Bill was ordered to be 
ingrofied. 

On Tuefday the 20th of April, the 
Bill was read a third Time,. and paf- 
fed without.a Divifion ; and Sir Cha, 
Turner was ordered to carry the Bill 
to the Lords, and defire their Con- 
currence. 

In the Honfe of Lords, the fame 
Pericions. were prefenred: againft this 
Bill, as had been prefented againit it 
in, the Houfe of Commans, bur they 
met with, the fame Fare; for as the 
Bill wus a-Moncy-Bill, their Lord- 
fhips knew that the Commoms would 
not agree to any Alterationsor Amend- 
ments: they might think proper to 
make’; and though feveral of their 
Lordfhips exprefied their Diflike to 
the Bill in general, as well asto fome 
of thé, particular Clanfes in, it, yet 
they faid they thought rhe. efceflive 
drimking of fpirimous Liquors was 
come to. fuch a Height among the 
lower Rank of our People, that it 





required an irnmediate Remedy ; theres 
fore they were for agreeing to that 
Bill, fach as it was, rather than ai 
low that prodigious Enormity to con- 
tinue for another Year ; becanfe in 
the next Seffion of Parliament the 
Bill might be amended or alter’d as 
fhould then feem proper, and they 
would then be able to grant fome Re: 
lief to our Sugar Colonies, with Re 
fpe&t to the Hardfhips they might be 
laid -under by that Bill: For this 
Reafon, the Majority of that Houle 
were for pafling the Bill withour any 
Amendinent or Alteration, fo ‘that it 
was. paffed; in that. Houfe) without 
any confiderable Debate or Oppofition ; 
though fome of thofe who were for 
the Bill, were for hearing the Weft. 
India Petitioners againft it by their 
Counfel, not with a Defign to amend 
or alter che Bill ; bute with a Defign 
to learn, from them the principal Dif 
ficulties they then Jaboured under, in 
order; that their Circumftances might 
be maturely confider’d, and a proper 
Redrefs, prepared, and;made ready for 
being . paffed into a Law, againft the 
Meeting. of next Seffion of Parlia- 
ment :; This Propofition was, how- 
ever, rejeéted, and the Petirion or+ 
dered to lie upon the Table. 

The fame, Day the above-mentioned 
Petition .againft fpirituous Liquors 
was prefented to the Houfe of Com 
mons, «x. on the 20th of February, 
Sir Fabn Rufhout prefented to-that 
Houle (according to Order) 4 Bill 
Sor the further regulating Ele&ions of 
Members to ferve for the Commons in 
Parliament in that, Part of Great Bri- 
tain called England, containing fome 
excellent Regulations for preventing 
Difputes about EleGtions,  efpecially 
with Refpect ro Counties, . This Bill 
was then received, read a firft Time. 
and ordered to be printed: On Thur 
day following it was read a fecond 
Time, and ordered to be committed 3 
Wednefday, March 24; the Houfe re- 
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folved itfelf into a Committee on the 
faid Bill, and made fome Progrefs ; 


“but as it is very difficult to frame a 


Bill of that Nature, fo as to prevent 
any Danger of Grievances arifing 
from it, fome Difficulties were ftart- 
ed in the Committee, which occafion- 
ed the poftponing of the Bill to an- 
other Seflion, 

On Tuefday the 24th of February, 
the Houfe proceeded (according to 
Order) to the Hearing of the Mat- 
ters of the feveral Petitions, com- 
plaining of an undue Eleétion and 
Return for the County of York, and 
the Deputy Clerk of the Peace for 
the Eaft-Riding of the faid County, 
having produced feveral Books, as 
the original Poll taken at the faid 
Election; and being examined as to 
the Time, Place, and Manner of the 
Delivery thereof to him by the High 
Sheriff of the faid County; the 
Counfel for the fitting Member, Sir 
Miles Stapleton, Bart. againft whom 
only the Petitions were aimed, ob- 
jeéted that the faid Books ought not 
to be admitted as Evidence, the fame 
not having been delivered over upon 
Oath, nor within the Time limited 
by Law, nor any Proof given, that 
no Alterations had been made rherein 
after the faid Election, and before 
the faid Delivery. Upon this Objec- 
tion the Counfel on both Sides being 
heard, and the Preamble and the fifth 
Seétion of an A& made in the roth 
Year of the Reign of Queen Anne, 
intituled, An AG for the more effec- 
tual preventing fraudulent Convey- 
ances, in order to multiply Votes for 
elefting Knights of Shires to ferve in 
Parliament, being read; as alfo the 
Journal of the Honfe of the rath 
Day of March, 1727, in Relation 
to the Report of the Committee of 
Privileges and Ele&tions, touching 
the Eleétion for the County of Bucks ; 
the faid Clerk was again called in and 
examined as to the keeping of the 





faid Books, fince the Time of the 
faid Delivery thereof, and as to the 
taking Copies of and collating the 
faid Books, and as to the Declara- 
tions of the faid High Sheriff, and 
other Circumftances before and at the 
Time of fuch Delivery: After which 
the following Queftion was propofed, 
Viz. 

© That Books, called the original 
Poll-Books of the laft Election of 
Members to ferve in Parliament 
for the County of York, produced 
by Robert Appleton, Deputy Clerk 
of the Peace for the Zaft Riding of 
the faid County, and which were 
delivered over to him by the High 
Sheriff of the faid County in open 
Court, at the Quarter-Seilions of 
the Peace for the faid Riding, a- 
bout two Months after the faid E- 
leétion, as the original Poll taken 
at the faid Election, and which 
have been kept by him the faid De- 
puty Clerk of the Peace ever fince 
among the Records of the Seffions 
of the Peace for the faid Riding, 
the faid Books not being delivered 
over by the faid Sheriff within the 
Time, nor upon Oath, as required 
by the A& of the tenth Year of 
the Reign of the late Queen (for 
the more effeual preventing frau 
dulent Conveyances, in order to 
multiply Votes for ele&ing Knights 
of Shires ta ferve in Parliament) 
be admitted: as Evidence.’ 

This Morion occafioned a long De= 
bate, and at laft the previous Que- 
ftion was put, which was carried in 
the Affirmative; and then the main 
Queftion being put, ic was likewiie 
catried in the Affirmative, upon a 
Divifion 201 to 164: Wherenpon 
the faid Poll Books, and Copies of 
them, were delivered in; and then 
it was ordered that the further Hear-~ 
ing of the Matters of the faid Peti- 
tions fhotild be adjourned till Thurf 
day "Maer then next. 
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As fome of our Readers may not 
perhaps have the Aéts of Parliament 
by. them, we fhall give them the 
sth Section of the above-mentioned 
A& of Parliament, which is as fol- 
lows, viz. 

© Enafed, That in taking the 
© Poll, che Sheriff, &c. fhall enrer 
© the Place of the Eleétor’s Freehold, 
© and of his Abode, and fhall mark 
Jurat. againft his Name, and the 
Returning Officer fhall , within 
Twenty Days after the Eleétion, 
deliver over to the Clerk of the 
Peace all the Poll Books, on Oath 
male before the two next Fu/fices 
of Peace, Quorum unus, &e. with- 
out Imbezzlement or “Alteration $ 
and in fuch Counties where there 
are no more than one Clerk of the 
Peace, then he fhall deliver the ori- 
ginal Poll Books to one, and the 
attefted Copies to the reft, to be 
preferved amiong the Records of the 
Seffions of Peace.’ 

On Thurfday following the Houfe 
proceeded, according to Order, to the 
farther Hearing of the Matters of the 
faid Petitions, and the Counfel for 
the Petitioner, Sir Rowland Winn, 
Bart. and the other ‘Petitioners, ha- 
ving propofed, in order to difqualify 
‘fobn Maken, who voted for Sir 
Miles Stapleton at the faid Election, 
and then fwore that he was a Free- 
holder, to prove by Parol Evidence, 
thar he had no Freehold at the Time 
of the faid Election, in the Place, 
where he then fivore, that his Free- 
hold did lie ; the admitting of fuch 
Evidence was objected to by the 
Counfel for the fitting Member, who 
alledged, that no Man’s Parol Evi- 
ence could be admitted, or received 
as any Proof, againft the Affidavit of 
another Man; and the Counfel of 
both Sides being heard upon this Ob- 
jeétion, and feveral Journals relating 
to it read, the followi 


» Queftion 
was propofed, wiz. iad 


&%44 2.94.4 4,44.9.9,4.4 





€ That the Counfel for the Peti- 
© tioners be admitted to give Parol 
© Evidence, as to a Perfon being no 
© Freeholder at the Time of the Elec- 
© tion, who fwore himéelf then to 
© be a Freeholder.’ 

This Motion likewife occafioned a 
long Debate, but at laft the Queftion 
Was, upon a Divifion, carried in the 
Affirmative by 206 againft 152; 
after which the further Hearing of 
the Matters of the faid Petitions was 
adjourned to the Tue/day following. 

Accordingly, the Houfe having 
then re-affumed the Hearing of this 
Affair, the Counfel for the Petitio- 
ners proceeded to examine one fo- 
Joua Wilfn, in order to difqualify 
the above-mentioned Fobu Maken, as 
having had no Freehold at the Time 
of the faid Eleétion, in the Place, 
where he then fwore, that his Free- 
hold did lie, and the faid Wilfon be- 
ginning to give Evidence of the Dif- 
qualification, by relating the Confef- 
fion of the faid Fohbn Maken, he was 
interrupted by the Counfel for the fit- 
ting Member, who faid, that as the 
Houfe would not admit of a Man’s 
Confeffion, even before them, as an 
Evidence againft what he fwore ar 
the Time of an Election, they would 
not furely admit of a Man’s private 
Confeffion to a, Neighbour in the 
Country, as any. Evidence againft 
what he fwore at the Time of an 
Eleétion., Upon this the Counfel of 
both Sides were heard, and feveral 
Journals read, particularly the Refo- 
lution of that Houfe of the 12th Day 
of February then laft, in the Cafe of 
the Eleétion of the Borough of 
Southwark, againft admitting the 
Petitioner’s Counfel to examine Tho- 
mas Gaman in Contradiction to his 
Oath at that Eleétion: And chen 
the following Queftion was propo- 
td, VIZ. 


© That the Counfel for the Peti- 


| § tioners be admitted to give Evi- 


dence 

















eti- 
arol 

no 
lec- 
i to 


ace, 


Dif- 
ifef- 
was 
 fit- 
the 
lan’s 
5 all 
e at 
ould 


the 
int 


] of 
eral 
efo- 
Day 
fe of 

of 


Tho- 


then: 


tis 
LV1= 














for APRIE 1737, 229 





€ dence as to what a Voter confeffed 
© of his having no Freehold, who 
© ae the Time of the Election fwore 
“he had.” 

Upon this Motion there was alfo 
a long Debate; but upon the Que- 
ftion’s being put, it was carried, up- 
on a Divifion, in the Affirmative by 
181 to 132. 

After which the Counfel for the 
Petitioners proceeded to examine the 
faid Wilfon, and feveral other Wit- 
neffes, i order to difqualify feveral 
other Perfons, who voted for the 
faid fitting Member at the faid Elec- 
tion, and having begun to examine 
a Witnefs, in order to difqualify one 
Of thofe Berfons, to whom the Peti- 
tionérs, ‘in the Lifts by them deli- 
vered, purfuant to the Order of the 
Houfe of Friday the 16th Day of Fa- 
nuary then laft, had objected, that he 
was not affefled, nor had a Freehold 
405. per Hunum in the Place, 
Where, at the Time of the fuid Elec- 
tlh, he fwore that his Freehold did 
lie; and it appearing that the Evi- 
denc,, which that Witnefs gave, 
tendeuto prove that fuch Perfon had 
no Fregold at all there, he was in- 
terrupte: in his Evidence by the 
Counfel fy the fitting Member, wlio 
faid, thatby the faid Order Petitio- 
ners were Gliged to deliver to the fit- 
ting Membes Lifts of the Perfons is- 
tended by thedéritioners to be objected 
to, who votetfor the fitting Members, 
giving, in thefuid Lifts, the feveral 
Heads of Objeéton, and diftinguifhing 
the fare againt the Names of the 

\ Voters excepted to; and as che Peri- 
\ tioners had jfiot sbjected to this Per- 
fon, that he hadiio Freehold at ‘all, 
Wut only that hehad nor 4 Freehold 
f 405. a Year, where, at the Time 
the faid Eleétion, he fwore that 


\s Freehold did lie ; therefore 110 E-- 


dence was to be admitted for pro- 
\g that he had no Freehold at all : 
* Counfel of both Sides being 





heard upon this Objection, after fome 
fhore Debate, the Queition was pnt 
and carried, That the Counfel for che 
Petitioners fhould be admirted to givé 
Evidence as'to a Perfon’s having n6 
Freehold at all; to whom the Peri- 
tioners had objected, in their Lift of 
Objections, that fuch Perfon had not 
a Freehold of 405. per Annum. Af- 
ter which the further Hearing of this 
Affair was adjourned to the Thur/iap 
Morning following. 

The Houfe proceeded upon the 
Hearing of this Matter every Tue 
day and Thurfday, and the Petitioners 
went on in examining Witneffes ; 
and producing Evidence, in order to 
difqualify a great Number of Perforis 
who had vored for the faid fitting 
Member, without any remarkable 
Conteft or Debare, till Thurfday the 
22d of April, when they fummed up 
their Evidence ; by which rhey al- 
Iedged they had difqualified feveral 
Perfons as not being affeffed to the 
publick Taxes, Church Rates, and 
Parifh Duties: — Others, as having 
no Freehold «in the Place where they 
fwore that their Freehold di¢l lie; 
and of them féveral as having ‘no 
Eftate at all, being School Mafters; 
Parifh Clerks, Curates, Hofpital Men, 
Leafe-holders and Copy-holders : 
Others, as not having Freeholds ‘of 
the Valne of 40 5. per Annum: 
Others, as being Minors : ——-Othiers, 
as having purchafed their Fretholds 
within one Year before the Eleétion ¢ 
Others, as having been influen- 
ced to'vote ‘by Threats ; ———. Others, 
as having voted twice: ——— One, 4s 
being an Alien:And others; whofe 
Votes appeared npon the Poll, -tho” 
there were no fuch Perfons, either 
in the Place where they fivore their 
Freeholds did lie, or in the Places 
where they fwore that their Abode 
was; wherenpon the further Hearing 
of the Affair was adjourned to that 
Day Se’night ; ‘when it ‘was acd 
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journed to the Tuefday Morning 
thereafter; and then, after the Coun- 
fel for the firing Member were heard, 
who alledged that they would foon 
fhew, that moft of the Objections 
made to their Voters were either 
falfe or frivolous, and that they 
would effectually difqualify a much 
greater Number of the Vorers for 
Sir Rowland Winn, the Petitioner, 
than he, or the other Petitioner had 
prerended to difqualify, of their’s, 
the Affair was adjourned to that Day 
Se’night, upon which Day no Men- 
tion was made of it, fo chat the Af- 
fair was entirely dropt for that Sef- 
fion, and probably for ever, becaufe 
it cannot be again fet on foot with- 
out renewing all the Petitions in this 
next Seffion, and beginning the Affair 
de Novo, in the fame Manner as if 
no Progrefs had ever been made. 

On Wednefday the 25th of February, 
NY /S—— s,Efq; moved for Leave 
to bring in a Bill for rhe berter fecu- 
ring the Freedom of Parliaments, by 
Jimiring the Number of Officers in 
the Houfe of Commons; and Leave 
‘was accordingly given, and the faid 
Mr, §-——— ys, Mr, G-—— Je, Mr, 
G——re, and Mr. H——we were 
ordered to prepare and bring in the 
fame: On the 12th of March Mr. 
S——s prefented the faid Bill to the 
Houfe; and the fame was received, 
and read a firft Time, and order’d to 
be read a fecond Time: And on the 
31ft it, was read a fecond Time, and 
a Motion made for its being commit- 
ted, which being oppofed, _ there en- 
fued.a long Debate, and upon the 
Queftions being put, the Bill mer 
with its nfual Fate, rhe Queftion was 
upon 2 Divifion carried in the Nega- 
tive by 22410177. This Bill having 
becir often before debated in both 
Houfes, it was impoffible there could 
be any Thing very new faid upon 
the Subjeét; and as we have former. 
ky given a full Accounr of thofe De- 














bates, we fhall now only refer our 
Readers to them. 

On the faid 25th of February, the 
Houfe refolved itfelf into a Commit- 
tee to confider further of the Supply 
granted to his Majefty ; and came to 
the following Refolutions, viz. 

1. That the Sum of 56,2504. 
fhould be granted to his Majefty, on 
Account of the Subfidy payable to 
the King of Denmark, purfuant to 
the Treaty bearing Date the roth 
Day of September, 1734, for the 
Service of the Year 1736. 

2. That a Sum not exceeding 

46,780 /. 185. fhould be granted to 
his Majefty, upon Account for re- 
duced Officers of his Majefty’s Land 
Forces and Marines, for the Year 
1736. 
3. That a Sum not exceeding 
3828 7%. fhould be granted to his 
Majefty, for paying of Penfions to 
the Widows of fuch reduced Officers 
of his Majefty’s Land Forces asd 
Marines, as died upon the Eftablia- 
ment of Half-pay in Great Brirtn, 
(and who were married to ther be- 
fore the 25th Day of December,-716) 
for the Year 1736. ; 

4 That a Sum not ecteding 
21,0967. gs. 8d. fhouldve grant- 
ed to his Majefty, to make good the 
Deficiency of the Grants or the Ser- 
vice of the Year 1735. 

Which Refolutions wre next Day 
reported, and agreed to2y the Houfe. 

The fame Day it wa ordered that 
the proper Officer fhald lay before 
the Houfe an Accoun of the feveral 
Sorts and Quantities f Corn, which 
had been exported rom Chrifimas, 
1734, to Chrifimas, 1736; 25 alfo 
from what Places aid Ports, and in 
what Quantities they had been ex- 
ported, together with an Account of 
the Bounty that hadbeen paid thereon. 

This Account was prefented on 
Monday the 8th of March, and was 
45 follows, viz. ' A 
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On Friday the 27th of February, 
the Honfe refolved itfelf into a Com- 
mittee, to confider further of Ways 
and Means for raifing the Supply 
granted to his Majefty, the Surpluffes 
ftated at Lady-day and Michaelmas 
having been firft referred to the faid 
Committee. As ‘foon as Sir Charles 
Turner had taken the Chair, a Mo- 
tion was made, That towards raifing 
the Supply granted to his Majefty, 
his Majefty fhould be enabled to bor- 
row of any Perfon or Perfons, Bo- 
dies Politick or Corporate, any Sum 
or Sums of Money not exceeding 
600,000 /, at an Intereft not exceed- 
ing Three Pounds per Cent. per Ann, 
by Loans to be charged upon the Sur- 
pluffes, Exceffes, or overplus Monies 
‘ commonly called the Sinking Fund, 
redeemable by Parliament. 

Upon this Motion there was a 

long Debate, in which the chief Ar- 
“guments for the Motion were as ufual. 
The Neceffity of raifing, fome Way 
or other, the Supplies neceffary for 
the current Service of the Year: The 
Impoffibility that there was of rai- 
fing them any other Way, but by 
throwing the Burden upon the landed 
Intereft, which would be moft .un- 
reafonable; becaufe that Intereft had 
been for many Years overloaded, and 
obliged to contribute much more than 
their proportional Share towards the 
annual publick Expence: The abfo- 
lute uncontroulable Right the Parlia- 
ment had to difpofe of the Sixking 
Fund yearly to Such Purpofes, as they 
fhould think moft for the Benefit of 
the Nation in general: The Inconve- 
nience of paying of too much of 
the publick Debts at once: The Un- 
willingnefS of the publick Creditors 
to receive their Money; and the 
fall Intrereft the Nation would be 
‘obliged to pay for what Morey was 
neceffary to be borrowed upou the 
Credit of the Sinking Fund, 





To this tke ufual Anfwers were 
made, That the Supplies neceflary 
for the current Service of the Year 
might have been greatly reduced, if 
fome Gentlemen had thought fir, in 
which Cafe they would nor lave 
been obliged either to throw an ad- 
ditional Burden on the-Landed In- 
tereft, or to incroach upon that 
Fund, which had always, till of 
late Years, been deemed facred to 
the Payment of our publick Debts : 
That if Words in an Act of Parlia- 
ment could appropriate any Sum to 
a particular Ufe, the Sinking Fund 
was originally appropriated, in the 
moft exprefs Terms, to the Payment 
of the publick Debts contraéted be- 
fore the Year 1716: And the only 
Power that was left to future Par- 
liaments, by its original Conftitution, 
was to difpofe of it to the Payment 
of fuch of thofe Debts, as fhould at 
the Time be thought moft neceffary 
to be paid off; That it would be 
happy for the Nation, if they could 
pay off all their publick Debts at 
once: That the Unwillingnefs of the 
publick Creditors to receive their 
Money was a certain Sign of their 
having an advantageous Bargain, and 
was therefore a Demonftration, that 
it was the Intereft of the Publick to 
pay them off as faft-as poffible; and 
that, tho’ they might perhaps be able 
to borrow the Sum then propofed at 
Three per Cent. yet even at that 
Rate, ic was adding to the future 
yearly Expence of the Nation a Sum 
af 18,0007. per Annum for ever, 
which, tho” perhaps a fmall Sum in 
the Eyes of a Gentleman who deale 
in Millions, was however a Sum, 
that mighe thereafter be greatly 
wanted for the current Service of 
fome fucceeding Year. 

To this it was added, That, con- 
fidering the great Expence we had 
been at in the then current Year, 

and 
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and the great Expence we were like 
to be put co in the next for the De- 
fence of a foreign Nation, they were 
furprifed to find that no Subfidy had 
been received, nor any Sums like to 
be brought, at leaft to the publick 
Account, for anfivering the Expence 
we had been, or were like to be at 
on that Occafion ; That we found by 
Experience, no Nation would fo 
much as promife us any Affiftance, 
without our granting them a large 
annual Subfidy to commence as foon 
as the Promife was made, and to 
be paid, tho’ no fuch Affiftance 
fhould ever be wanted; and even 
when fome of our Allies had for 
very valuable Confiderations engaged 
to affift us at their own Expence, 
yet when that Affiftance was re. 
quired, they had always found Pre- 
tences for not complying, till we 
engaged to defray any Expence they 
fhould be put to upon that Account : 
That it was certainly our Intereft to 
prorect our Allies, and to prevent 
any one of our Neighbours growing 
too powerful by conquering another ; 
but if we always fhewed ourfelves 
ready to protect the weakeft Side at 
our own Expence, every one would 
find Pretences for throwing all the 
Burden upon our Shoulders, by which 
Management we muft neceffarily at 
Jaft become the weakeft of all our 
Neighbours, and having thus fpent 
our whole Force, and thrown away 
all our Money in the proteéting of 
others, would at laft have nothing 
left, wherewithal to proteét or fup- 
port ourfelves. 

To the latter Part of this it was 
replied, That we had given no Af- 
fiftance, nor had lately put ourfelves 
to any Expence in the Defence of 
any Nation, but what we were obli- 
ged to put ourfelves to, not only by 
the moft folemn Treaties, but even 
for the Sake of our Prefervation: 
Thag with Regard to the Nation fup- 

4 





pofed ta be meant, it was very well 
known, we were as much interefted 
in the Defence and Prefervation of 
that Nation as of any other, and it 
was likewife known, we were far 
from being at all the Expence, for 
that Nation itfelf had been at a very 
great Expence in providing for irs 
own Defence, and a great Part of 
the Money laid out in that Provifion 
had been brought to this Kingdom; 
That as that Affair was then upon 
the Anvil, it could not then be fully 
explained, but a Time wonld come 
when it might; and when that Time 
did come, the Houfe might then, if 
they thought fit, enquire into ic; up- 
on which Occafion the Necefliry, the 
Juftice, and the Wifdom of our pre- 
fent Conduét would, they believed, 
be eafily explained to the Satisfaction 
of almoft every Gentleman, who 
might then have the Honour of be. 
ing a Member of that Houfe. 

The Queftion was then put for a- 
greeing with the Motion, and carried 
in the Affirmative without a Diyi- 
fion. 

After which the following Motion 
was made, and agreed to without any 
Debate, viz. 

That towards raifing the Supply 
granted to his Majefty, the Sum of 
Two Shillings in the Pound, and no 
more, fhould be raifed sin the Year 
1736, upon Lands, Tenements, He- 
reditaments, Penfions, Offices, and 
perfonal Eftates, in that Part of Great 
Britain called Englard, in Wales, 
and in the Town of Beravick upon 
Tueed; and that a proportionable 
Cefs (according to the ninth Article 
of the Treaty of Union) fhould be 
laid upon that Part of Great Britain 
called Scotland, 

And then a Bill or Bills were or- 
dered to be bronght in purfuant to 
the faid Refolutions, 

On Tuefday the 2d of March, a Pe- 


tition of the Mafter and Wardens of 
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the Company of Bakers in the City 
of London, on Behalf of themfelves, 
and the reft of the Bakers within, 
the Bills of Mortality, was prefented 
to the Houfe, and read, fetting forth, 
That the Meal-Weighers, who were 
Officers appointed to bring in the 
Prices of Wheat to the Magiftrates, 
in order to affix the Affize of Bread 
within the City of London, made 
their Cockets or Returns of the Prices 
of three different Kinds of Whear, as 
fold at the Market of Bear-ey only ; 
from which three Prices of Wheat 
the Affize of the three Sorts of Bread, 
diftinguifhed by the Names of White, 
Wheaten, and Houfhold, was always 
afcertained: And that the beft Kind 


of Wheat at Bear-key was generally 


fold in Parcels with Wheat of infe- 
rior Quality, at one common Price ; 
fo that the Meal-weighers were not 
able to diftinguifh the true and real 
Price of the beft Kind of Wheat : 
And that the firft Sort of Bread in 
the Affize Table, diftinguifhed by 
the Name of White Bread, being that 
Kind of Bread commonly called 
French Rolls, was of late Years great- 
ly improved ; and in making fuch 
White Bread, the Petitioners ufed 
only che fineft Part of the Flower, 
produced from the choiceft Kind of 
Wheat, colleéted not from Bear-hey 
only, but from all the adjacent Mar- 
kets; and even fuch feleéted Wheat 
afforded but a very fmall Quantity of 
that Sort of Flower, which was alfo 
ufed in making the fineft Kind of 
Pafte: And that, altho’ the fineft 
Sort of Wheat mentioned in the 
Cockets of the Meal-weighers, was 
not of a Quality fine enough to make 
the firft Sort of Bread, called White 
Bread, yet the Affize of fuch Whire 
Bread was fixed from the Price of the 
firft Sort of Wheat inferred in thofe 
Cockets; and that the fecond Sort of 
Bread in the Affize Table, diftin- 


guifhed by the Name of Wheaten 





Bread which was the beft Kind of 
large Bread, (wherewith the Families 
within the City of London, and Bills 
of Mortality, were daily ferved) was 
made entirely of the firft Sort of 
Wheat mentiqged in the Cockers 
of the Meal-weighers; and the fe * 
cond Sort. of. Wheat contained in 
thofe Cockets was not of a fufficient 
Goodnefs to make fuch Whiearen 
Bread; neverthelefs: the Affize of 
that Wheaten Bread, was afcertained 
according to the-Price of that fecond 
Sort of Wheat, as returned by the 
Meal-weighers:+ And that the Peti- 
tioners apprehended, rhat rhe Affize 
of Wheaten Bread ought to be fettled 
according to the Price of the firft 
Sort of Wheat mentioned in the 
Cockets of the Meal-weighers, being 
the very Grain, of which the Whea- 
ten Bread was made; and that the 
Affize of the White Bread oughr to - 
be advanced in Proportion: And 
that, altho’ the Expences attending 
the Trade and Bufinefs of the Peti« 
tioners were greatly increafed fince 
the making of the Table of Aflize, 
yet they had had no Allowance in 
refpeét to fuch Increafe of Expences : 
And that by thefe Means much the 
greateft Number of the Petirioners 
were reduced to very low Circum. 
ftances, and the moft confiderable a 
mongft them, notwithftanding all 
their Pains, Application, and Frugas 
lity, found their Subftance daily dimi- 
nifhing: And therefore praying the 
Houfe to give Leave, that a Bill 
might be brought in for explaining 
and amending the Laws then in Res 
ing, for regulating the Price and Af& 
fize of Bread, or to give fuch other 
Relief to the Petitioners in rhe Prea 
miffes, as to the Houfe fhould fee 
meet, 

This Peririon having beeti teferred 
to the Confideration of a Commitree, 
and that Commirtee having on the 
12th made a favourable Report, a 
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Bill was then ordered to be brought 
in for giving a proper Relief to the 
Petitioners, which was accordingly 
foon after brought in, and paffed borh 
Houfes withont any Oppofition. 

The fame Day a Petition of the 
People called Quakers was prefented 
to the Houfe, and read, fetting forth, 
That notwithftanding the fevera] Aéts 
of Parliament made for the more eafy 
Recovery of Tithes, Church- Rates, 
Oblations, and other Ecclefiaftical 
Dues, in a fummary Way, by War- 
rant from Juftices of the Peace; yet 
as the faid People confcientioufly re- 
fufed the Payment thereof, they were 
not only liable to, but many of them 
had undergone grievous Sufferings by 
Profecution in the Exchequer, Ecclefi- 
aftical, and other Courts, to the Im- 
prifonment of their Perfons, and the 
impoverifhing and Ruin of them and 
their Families, for fuch fmall Sums 
as were recoverable by thofe Aéts ; 
and therefore praying, that the Houfe 
would be pleafed to take the Premifles 
into Confideration, and afford them 
fuch Relief therein, as to the Honfe 
fhould feem meet, 

Whereupon it was ordered, that 
Leave fhould be given to bring in a 
Bill to enlarge, amend, and render 
more effectual the Laws then in be- 
ing, for the more eafy Recovery of 
Tithes, Church-Rates, Oblations, and 
other Ecclefiaftical Dues from the 
People called Quakers, and that Mr. 
Glanville, Mr. Secretary at War, 
Mr. Henry Archer, and Mr. Hamp- 
den, fhould prepare and bring in the 
fame. 

The faid Bill was accordingly pre- 
fented to the Houfe by Mr. Glanville, 
on Wednefday the 17th of March, 
and being then read a firft Time, and 
ordered a fecond Reading, the fame 
was ordered to be printed. 

The Bill being thus ordered to be 
printed, on the 17th of March, a Pe- 
tition of feveral of the Parochial 
se 2 


*. 


Clergy of the County of Middlefex, 
was prefented to the Houfe, and read 
on the 26th of the fame Month ; 
which Petition alledged, that the 
Bill then depending in that Houfe, 
to enlarge, amend, and render more 
effectual, &%c. would as the Petition- 
ers conceived, if paffed into a Law, 
be extremely prejudicial to themfelves 
and Brethren, excluding them from 
the Benefit of the Laws then in be- 
ing for the Recovery of Tirhes and 
other Dues, and thereby putting the 
Clergy of the Eftablifhed Church up- 
on a worfe Foot than the reft of his 
Majefty’s Subjeéts ; and therefore de- 
fired to be heard by their Counfel up- 
on the Subjeét Matter of the faid Bill, 
before it paffed into a Law. 

This Petition was ordered to. lie 
upon the Table, until the faid Bill 
fhould be read a fecond Time ; and 
that the Petitioners, if they thought 
fit, fhould be then heard by their 
Counfel againft the faid Bill: Then 
it was ordered, that Counfel fhould 
be admitted to be heard for the Bill 
at the fame Time ; and that the Bill 
fhould be read a fecond Time upon 
that Day fe’nnight. 

Againft this Bill the following 
other Petitions were alfo prefented, 
and all received as the firft, viz. 

On the fame Day, a Petition of 
fundry of the Clergy of the County 
of Wilts, in Behalf of themfelves 
and their Brethren the Clergy of the 
faid County : A Petition of the 
Dean and Chapter of Peterborough : 
— A Petition of the Clergy of 
| Northamptonfbire, in Behalf of them- 
felves and their Brethren: Another 
Petition of the Clergy of Northamp- 
tonfbire, in Behalf of themfelves and 
their Brethren : A Petition of 
feveral of the Parochial Clergy, in 
Behalf of themfelves and their Bre- 
thren in the County of Effex; anda 
Petition of feveral of the Parochial 
Clergy in the County of Hertford, 
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~felves and their Brethren : 





in Behalf of themfelves and their 
Brethren. 

On the 29th, a Petition of feve- 
veral of the Clergy of the County of 
Kent, and Diocefe of Canterbury, in 
Behalf of themfelves and their Bre- 
thren of the Clergy of the Church 
of England, as by Law eftablithed : 
——A Petition of feveral of the 
Clergy of the County of Kent and 
Diocefe of Rocheffer, in Rehalf of 
themfelves and other Incumbents in 
the faid County and Diocefe : —— A 
Petition of fundry of the Clergy of 
the County of Wilts, in Behalf of 
themfelves and their Brethren the 
Clergy of the faid Diocefe: A 
Petition of the Clergy of the Diocefe 
of Briffol; in and about the faid City : 





‘— A Petition of the Archdeacon, and 


feveral of the Clergy of the County 
of Gloucefter, in Behalf of themfelves 


_ and the reft of the Clergy of the faid 


County : A Petition of the Cler- 
gy of Rutlandfbire, in Behalf of them- 
felves and their Brethrens An- 
other Petition of the Clergy of the 
County of Rutland, in Behalf of 
themfelves and their Brethren : 
A Petition of feveral of the Paro- 
chial Clergy of the County of Nor- 
thumberland, in Behalf of themfelves 
and their Brethren : A Petition 
of feveral of the Clergy in the Coun- 
ty of Durham, in Behalf of them- 
A 
Petition of the Dean and Chapter, 
and Dignitaries of the Church of 
York, and other the Clergy within 

















‘the Diocefe and County of York : 


——A Petition of feveral of the 
Parochial Clergy of the County of 
Somerfet and Diocefe of Bath and 
Wells, in Behalf of themfelves and 
the reft of their Brethren : A 
Petition of the Clergy and Diocefe of 
Oxon, whofe Names were thereunto 





“fabfcribed, in Behalf of themfelves 


and the reft of the Clergy of the faid 


‘ Diocefe ; and a Petition of fundry of 





the Clergy of the County of Berks, in 
Behalf of themfelves and their Bre. 
thren the Clergy of the faid County. 

On the 30th, a Petition of feveral 
of the Parochial Clergy of the Coun- 
ty of Surry: A Petition of fe- 
veral of the Parochial Clergy of the 
County of Waraick, in Behalf of 
themfelves and their Brethren : 
A Petition of the Clergy of the Coun- 
ty of Norfolk : A Petition of 
feveral of the Parochial Clergy in the 
County of Stafford, in Behalf of 
themfelves and their Brethren : 
A Petition of feveral of the Paro- 
rochial Clergy of the County of Dor- 
fet, whofe Names were thereunder 
written, in Behalf of themfelyes and 
their Brethren ; and a Perition of the 
Clergy, in and near Chichefter, in 
the County of Sufex, whofe Hands 
were thereunto fubfcribed, in Behalf 
of themfelves and their Brethren, the 
Clergy of the faid County. 

On the 3¢ft, a Petition of feveral 
of the Clergy of the County of Bre 
con, in South Wales, whofe Names 
were thereunto fubfcribed, in Behalf 
of themfelves and orhers the Clergy 
of the faid County : — A Petition of 
the Clergy in and about the Towns of 
Reading, Maidenhead, andi Windfor, 
in Behalf of themfelves and their 
Brethren in the County of Berks ; 
and a Petition of feveral of the Pa- 
rochial Clergy in the County of Sa- 
Jop, in Behalf of themfelves anditheir . 
Brethren. 

On the 2d of April a Petition of 
the Clergy of the County of Glemor- 
gan, in Behalf of chemélves and 
others. 

On the sth, a Petition of feveral 
of the Clergy of the County of Car- 
marthen in South Wales, in Behalf 
of themfelves and others of the 
Clergy of the faid County; and a 
Petition of the Clergy in. and near 
Lewes in the County of Sufex, 
whofe Names were thereunto. fuilyicnie 
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bed, in Behalf of themfelves and 
their Brethren the Clergy in the fuid 
County. 

. And on the 6th, a Petition of the 
Clergy of the County of Suffolk : — 
A Petition of fundry Clergymen of 
the County of Wilts, in Behalf of 
themfelves and the reft of the Clergy 
of the faid County: Another 
Petition of feveral of the Clergy of 
the County of Wilts, in Behalf of 
themfelves and the reft of the Clergy 
of the faid County: A Petition 
of the Archdeacon or Winchefler, and 
the Clergy of the County of South- 
ampton, within the Diocefe of Win- 
chefter : A Petition of the Dean 
and Chapter of Cheffer, and others of 
the Clergy of that Country, in Be- 
half of themfelves and their Brethren : 
A Petition of feveral of the 
Parochial Clergy in the County of 
Derby, in Behalf of themfelves and 
their Brethren; and a Petition of 
fundry of the Clergy in the Counry 
of Gloucefter, in Behalf of themfelve: 
and che reft of the Clergy of the faic 
Count y. 

All which Petitions were feverally 
read, and ordered to lie upon the 
Table, until the faid Bill fhould be 
read a fecond Time ; and that the Pe- 
titioners, if they thought fir, fhould 
pe then heard by their Counfel againit 
the faid Bill. 

The fecond reading of the faid Bill 
hatdbg been put off to Monday the 
y2th of April, after reading the Or- 
der of the Day for that Purpofe, the 
Gounfel for and againft the Bill were 
eatied in, and the Bill being then 
read a fecond Time, and the feyera] 
Petitions above-mentioned being alfo 
read, the Counfel for the Petitioners 
of the Province of Canterbury were 
heard, in Anfwer to whom the Coun- 
fel for the Bill were heard; and then 
the Counfe] for the Petitioners of the 
Province of York, were heard by 
Way of Reply: After which the 

















Counfel being withdrawn, Mr. Speaker 
opened the Bill to the Houfe ; and 
then a Motion being made, that the 
14th Section of an Act made in the 
22d and 23d Year of the Reign of 
King Charles II. intituled, An A@ 
for the better Settlement of the 
Maintenance of Parfons, Vicars, and 
Curates in the Parifhes of the City 
of London, burnt by the dreadful 
Fire there, might be read, the fame 
was read accordingly. 

The Reafon, as may be fuppofed, 
for reading this Seétion was, becaufe, 
by a Claufe in the Bill, even as it 
then ft-od, it was propofed to be 
enaéted thus, That if the Annual Va- 
Jue of fuch Tithes, Oblations, and 
other Ecclefiaftical Dues, Rights, 
Payments, or Church-Rates before- 
mentioned, doth not, nor fhall not 
exceed the Sum of in fuch Cafe 
no Quaker or Quakers fhall be fued 
or profecuted, for or on Account of 
the fame, in any other Manner, than 
as before directed, or in any other 
Court; neither fhall any fuch Tithes, 
Obiations, or other Ecclefiaftical 
Dues, Rights, Payments, or Church- 
Rates, not exceeding the faid yearly 
Value of be recoverable againft 
Quakers in any other Court wharfo- 
ever, nor in any other Manner, than 
as by this Aét is directed, unlefs the 
Tatle of fuch Tithes be in Queftion. 
This Claufe, in all the Petitions pre- 
fented by the Clergy againft the Bill, 
was called, an excluding them from 
the Benefit of the Laws then in being 
for the Recovery of Tithes and other 
Dues, and thereby putting the Clergy 
of the eftablifoed Church upon a worfe 
Foot than the reft of bis Majefly’s 
Subje&s; therefore the faid Seétion 
was read, in order to fhew that the 
afligning of a proper Method for the 
Recovery of any Right, aud exclud- 
ing the Perfons intituled, fiom any 
other Remedy, was not a putting of. 
fuch Perfons upon a worfe Foot than 

the 











cer 
nd 
he 
he 
of 
& 
he 


ty 
me 


, 
fe, 


Ja- 
nd 
iS, 
re- 
10t 
afe 
1ed 


lan 
her 
CS, 


sh- 
rly 
nit 
fo- 
Yall 
the 
on. 
Te- 
ill, 
‘om 
ing 
her 


T2Y., 


or fe. 


the 
the 
lud- 
any 
han 
the 





r of: 








for APRIL 1737. 


237 





the reft of his Majefty’s Subjects, nor 
was it without Precedent ; for by the 
aforefaid A&t of King Charles Il. all 
Suits for the recovering of Church- 
Rates or Affeffments, within the Ciry 
of London,. are to be brought before 
the Lord Mayor, or upon his Neglect 
to execute the Powers thereby grant- 
ed, before the Lord Chancellor, or 
Keeper of the Great Seal, or two 
Barons of the Exchequer; and, by 
the faid 14th Seétion, ir is enacted, 
That no Court or Fudge feall hold 
Plea of Money due by Virtue of that 
A&, other than the Perfons thereby 
authorized; and yet the Clergy of 
London never had complained, nor 
could complain, that they were ex- 


. cluded from the Benefit of rhe Laws 


of their Country, or that they were 
put upon a worfe Foot than the reft 
of his Majefty’s Subjects. 

After reading the aforefaid Section, 
a Motion was made for committing 
the Bill, upon which there enfued a 
fang Debate, and upon putting the 
Queftion for committing the Bill, ir 
was, upon.a Divifion, carried in the 
Affirmative by 221 to 84, and or- 
dered accordingly ; andafter which 
it was refolved that the Bill fhould 
be commirted to a Commitree of the 
whole Houfe, 

On the 21ft of April, the Houfe, 
according to Order, refolved itfelf 
into a Committee upon the faid Bill, 
when very great Alterations and A- 
mendments were made to every 
Claufe ; and it was propofed to leave 
to every Perfon intituled to Tithes, 
an Option to fue for the Recovery of 
them, either before the Juftices of 
the Peace, as directed by that Bill, 
or before any of his Majefty’s Courts 
jn Weftminfter-hall; bat as this 
feemed to be inconfiftent with the 
Preamble of the Bill, and with the 
Intention of the whole, it was ftre- 
nuoufly oppofed, and upon the Que- 
ftion’s being put, it was upon a Di- 





vifion, carried in the Negative by 
202 to 96; after which they went 
through the Bill, and direéted Col. 
B. z, (who was in the Chair) to 
report their Amendments, when the 
Houfe fhould pleafe to receive che 
fame. 

On the gorh, the faid Amendments 
were, according to Order, reporred 
to the Houfe, when they were all, 
with Amendments to fome of them, 
agreed to; and « Claufe was added, 
and an Amendment made, by che 
Houfe to the Bill. Then a Motion 
was made for ordering it to be in- 
groffed, upon which there was a 
new Debare 3; but upon the Queftion’s 
being put, it was upon a Divifion 
carried in the Affirmative by 160 to 
60. 

On the 3d of May, a Petition of 
feveral of the Clergy of the County 
of Surry, in Behalf of themfelves 
and Brethren, was prefeuted to the 
Houfe, and read; fecting forth, that 
fince they had been heard by their 
Counfel, in Relation to the Bill rhea 
depending in the Houfe, to enlarge, 
amend, and render more effectual the 
Laws then in Being for the more ealy 
Recovery of Tithes,Church Rates, and 
Oblations, and other Ecclefiaftical 
Dues from the People called Quakers, 
the Petitioners had been informed of 
feveral new Claufes and Provifions, 
that had been inferted in the faid 
Bill, which the Petitioners con- 
ceived to be very prejudicial to the 
Rights of themfelves and the orher 
Parochia! Clergy ; and therefore pray- 
ing, that they might be admired to 
be heard by their Counfcl, in Kela- 
tion to the faid new Clauies and Proe- 
vifions, before they received the final 
Affent of that Houle, 

This Petition was ordered to fie 
upon the Table, and immediately -af- 
ter, the faid Bill was rexd a chird 
Time; when feveral nevy Amend- 
ments sere made by the Houle to rhe 
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Bill ; and then a Motion was made 
for pafling the Bill, againft which it 
was alledged, That belides the many 
material Arguments which had been 
made Ufe of, or might be made Ufe 
of againft pafling that Bill into a 
Law, there was one relating to the 
Form, which was an unanfwerable 
Argument againft its being paffed ; 
for the Bill, which was firft brought 
in, had been fo thoroughly and fo 
entirely altered in the Committee, 
that it could not now be Jooked on 
as the fame Bill; even the very Title 
of it had been entirely alrer’d in the 
Committee, and that Bill which was 
Lefore called, .4 Bill to enlarge, a- 
mend, and render more effefual the 
Laws then in Being, Se. was upon 
the third reading to be called, 4 Bill 
for the more eafy Recovery of Tithes, 
Church-Rates, and other Ecclefiaftical 
Dues from the People called Quakers ; 
which they could not but take to be 
avery improper Title, for in their 
Opinion it ought to be called, 4 Bill 
for preventing the Recovery of Tithes, 
er any Ecclefiaftical Dues, Srom the 
People called Quakers. That it was 
necdlefs to examine particularly all 
the Alterations that had been made in 
the Committee, in order to fhew that 
the Bill then read to them was not 
the fame, with chat which had been 
read a firft and fecond Time in that 
Honfe, it would be fufficient to take 
Notice of one: By the Bill as it 
was at firft brought in, the Jurifdic- 
tion of rhe Juftices of Peace was to 
have been confined to Tithes of a 
eertain Value, which was certainly 
defigned to be Tithes of a fmall Va- 
Ine; the Juftices were to order and 
direét the Payment, fo as the Sum 
ordered did nor exceed ; but 
the Committee, by the Bill they had 
drawn up, which was then read to 
them, had given the Juftices an un- 
limited Jurifdigtion where the Title 
was not in Queftion, This they fuid 





was a Power which they thought no 
Committee upon a Bill could take. 
they might perhaps have filled up the 
Blank with any Sum they pleafed ; 
they might have filled it up with 
fuch a large Sum as would have in 
Effet been the fame with granting © 

the Juftices an unlimited Jurifdition ; 
but they could nor grant a general 
and unlimited Jurifdiétion by a Bill 
which, when it came before them, 
was a Bill for granting a particular 
and confined Jurifdiétion ; and if the 
granting of fuch a Jurifdiétion was 
then thought neceffary, the only Me- 
thod they could take, according to 
the eftablifhed Forms of that Houfe, 
was to order the Bill then before 
them to be withdrawn, and a.new 
Bill to be brought in; in which 
Cafe, thofe who thought they might 
be aggrieved by any Thing in the 
new Bill would have an Opportunity 
of being heard againft it, which no 
Man could ever have, if the Method 
obferved in pafling the Bill then _be- 
fore them fhould become an ufual 
Praétice ; for no Man could know, 
whether he was to be injured bya 
Bill, or ‘mot, till after it had paffed 
through the Committee, and then it 

would be too late for him to apply. 
To this it was anfwered in general, 
That the Bill then before them was 
in Effect the very fame with the Bill 
as it was firft brought in; many of 
the Claufes had, indeed, been alrered 
and amended, but the general Scope 
and Intentjon of the Bill was the 
very fame, and they did not think 
the Committee had taken any Liber- 
ties with the Bill but what were 
ufual, and fuch as they were fully 
intitled to take; for the RKeafon of 
their granting an unlimited Power 
to Juftices of Peace with refpe& to 
the Value of the Tithe, was becanfe, 
upon, mature Confideration, they 
found, that all Actions and Suits for 
Tithes, where the Title was not con- 
trovertedy, 
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troverted, were for fmall Sums, for 
Sums much fmaller than any Sum 
that was ever intended to have been 
filled up in that Blank; and fince it 
was acknowledged that the Committee 
might have filled up the Blank with 
fach a Jarge Sum, as would have in 
Effeé&t been the fame with granting 
the Juftices an unlimited Jurifdiction, 
they could fee no Reafon why the 
Committee might not do direétly and 
in exprefs Terms, that which they 
might certainly have done in a hid- 
den or indireét Manner. 

The Queftion being at laft put for 
paffing the Bill, it was, upon a Di- 
vifion, carried in the Affirmative by 
164 to 48, and Mr. Glanville was 


ordered to carry the Bill to the Lords, 


and defired their Concurrence. 

That our Readers may the better 
underftand the following Debate upon 
this Bill, we fhall give them a Copy 
of it, as it was fent up to the Houfe 
of Lords. 


4n AEB for the more eafy Recovery of 
Tithes, Church-Rates, and other 
Ecclefiaftical Dues, from the People 
called Quakers. 


Hereas by an A& made in the 
th and 8th Year of rhe Reign 
of his Majefty King William III. of 
glorious Memory, intituled, 42 44 
that the folemn Affirmation and Decla- 
ration of the People called Quakers 
frall be accepted inftead of an Oath in 
the ufual Form, a Remedy is provi- 
ded for Recovery of Tithes and 
Church-Rates not exceeding the Va- 
ue of Ten Pounds, where Quakers 
do refufe to pay the fame. 

And whereas by another Act made 
in the firft Year of the Reign of his 
late Majefty King George I. the faid 
Remedy is extended, and may be had 
and ufed againft any Quaker or Qua- 
kers for recovering any Tithes or 
Rates, or any cuftomary or other 





Rights, Dues, or Payments belong- 
ing to any Church or Chapel, which 
of Right by Law and Cuftom ought 
to be paid for the Stipend or Main- 
tenance of any Minifter or Curate of 
ficiating in any Church or Chapel. 

And whereas the profecuring of 
any Suit in the Superior or Ecclefia- 
{tical Courts againft any Quaker or 
Quakers, for any Refufal arifing 
from a Scruple of Confcience, to fer 
out, pay, or compound for his or 
their grear or fimall Tiches, may be 
unneceffarily expenfive and grievons 
to fuch Quakers, if the faid Tithes 
can be recovered in a more eafy and 
expeditious Manner : 

Be it therefore enacted by the 
King’s moft excellent Majefty, by 
and with the Advice and Confent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this prefent Parlia- 
ment affembled, and by the Autho- 
rity of the fame, That from and 
after the 24th Day of June, 1736, 
where any Quaker fhall refufe or 
negleét, within ten Days after No- 
tice given, to fet out, pay, or com- 
pound for, his great or fmall Tirhes 
or to pay any Oblation or other Ec- 
clefiaftical Dues (except Church-Rates) 
or any Rights or Payments whartfo- 
ever belonging to any Church or 
Chapel, which of Right by Law or 
Cuftom ought to be paid for the Sti- 
pend or Maintenance of any Minifter 
or Curate officiating in any Church 
or Chapel, it fhall and may be law- 
ful for any two or more of his Ma- 
jefty’s Juftices of the Peace within 
the County, Riding, Town Corpo- 
rate, or Divifion, where the fame 
fhall grow due (other than fuch Juf- 
tice of rhe Peace as is Patron of the 
Church or Chapel where the faid 
Tithes or Dues do arife, or any way 
interefted in fnch Tithes or Dues) and 
fuch Juftices are hereby authorized 
and required, upen Complainc of the 
Parfon, Vicar, Curate, Farmer, or 

Pro- 











240 


The Hiftorical Regifter, 





Proprietor of, or Perfon intitled to, 
fuch Tithes, Dues, or Payments, as 
aforefaid, or any other Perfon who 
ought to have, receive, or collect 
the fame, by Writing under their 
Hands and Seals, to fummon by rea- 
fonable Warning fuch Quaker or 
Quakers, againft whom fuch Com- 
plaint thal] be made, to appear before 
them; and alfo, at the Requeft of 
any of the Parties, by Summons in 
Writing under their Hands and Seals, 
to con ene before them all and every 
fuch Perfons and Witneffes to give 
Evidence touching the Matters com- 
plained of, as any or either of the 
Parties fhall require ; and after the 
Appearance of fuch Quaker or Qua- 
kers, or in Default of his or their 
Appearance (the faid Warning or 
Summons being proved before the 
faid Juftices upon Oath) they the faid 
Juitices, or any two of them, {hall 
proceed to hear the Matter of the faid 
Complaint, upon the Proofs, Evi- 
dences, and Teftimonies to be pro- 
duced before them ; and for that Pur- 
pofe to examine as well the faid 
Quaker and Quakers, in Cafe of his 
or their Appearance, upon his or 
their folemn Affirmation, as the fe- 
veral Perfons or Witneffes fo to be 
convened before them, or otherwife 
produced at fuch Hearing, upon his 
ar their corporal Oaths, or otherwife 
as by this A&t is after direéted ; and 
thereupon to ftate, afcertain, and de- 
termine, what is due, payable, or 
forthcoming by and from fuch Qua- 
ker or Quakers, to the Party or Par- 
ties fo complaining, and by Writing 
under their Hands and Seals to make 
a proper Adjudication thereupon, and 
thereby to order and award fuch 
zeafonable Satisfaétion, Compenfation, 
and Recompence in Money, to be 
thade and paid to the Party or Par- 
tics fo complaining a; aforefaid, as 
they fhall judge to be juft and rea- 
fonable for fuch Tithes, Oblations, 





or other Ecclefiaitical Dues fo neg- 
leéted or refufed to be fet out, paid, 
or compounded for, as afcrefaid, to- 
gether with fuch Cofts for the fame, 
according to the Nature and Merits 
of the Cafe, as to them the faid Ju- 
ftices fhall feem reafonable; and by 
fuch Order to direét and appoint the 
the Payment of the Sum to be «a 
warded, as aforefaid, 

And be it enaéted, That if any 
Quaker or Quakers fha]] refufe or neg- 
leét, by the Space of ten Days after 
Notice of fuch Adjudicarion, to pay 
or fatisfy any fuch Sum of Money, 
as upon fuch Complaint and Proceed- 
ing fhall, by fuch Juftices, as afore- 
faid, be adjudged in Manner as afore- 
faid, then and in every fuch Cafe, it 
fhall and may be lawful for any one 
of the faid Juftices, npon Oath made 
of the Service of a Copy of fuch Or- 
der of Adjudication, or of leaving a 
Copy of the faid Order at the ufual 
Place of abode of fuch Quaker or 
Quakers, by Warrant under his Hand 
and Seal, direéted to fome Conftable, 
or other proper Officer, to order the 
Money fo awarded to be paid as afore- 
faid, to be levy’d by Diftrefs and Sale 
of the Goods and Chattels of fuch 
Quaker or Quakers fo refufing or neg- 
le&ting, as aforefaid, his and their 
Executors and Adminiftrators, ren- 
dering the Overplus to the Owner of 
fuch Goods and Chattels, (if any fhall 
be) the reafonable Charge of making 
fuch Diftrefs, and of felling the faid 
Goods and Chattels being thereout firft | 
deduéted and paid to the Party or Par- 
ties fo complaining, as aforefaid: And 
if it fhall appear to fuch Juftices on 
Oath, that no fufficient Diftrefs or 
Diftreffes can be had or made for the 
Purpofes aforefaid, then and in that 
Cafe, any one of rhe faid Juftices, or 
any other Juftice of the Peace of the 
fame County, is hereby impower’d 
and required, by Warrant under his 
Hand and Seal, directed to the proper 
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| Officers, to commit fuch Quaker or 


Quakers fo refufing or neglecting, as 
aforefaid, to the common Jail of the 
County, City, Liberty or Place where 
fuch Quaker or Quakers fhall refide, 
there ro remain without Bail or Main- 

ize, unril full Payment be made to 

¢ Party or- Parties fo complaining, 
as aforefaid, of all fuch Sums and 
Cofts as by the faid two Juftices fhull 
have been, awarded by fuch Order as 
aforefaid, And to the End the faid 
Juftices may be enabled to make fuch 
Adjudicarion as fha]l be juft upon the 
Matters fo to be complained of, as 
aforefaid, the faid Juftices are hereby 
impower’d and eequired co examine all 
fach Wirneffes and other Perfons, as 
fhall be produced or convened before 
them, upon their corporal Oarhs, 
(which Oath, and all other Oaths re- 
quired to be taken by this Aét, the 
faid Juftices are hereby authorized to 
adminifter) but if any fuch Perfons 
or Witneffes fhall be a Quaker, then 
fuch Quaker fhall be examined upon 
his folemn Affirmation, according to 
the Laws and Sratures of this Realm, 
and -the faid Juftices fhall caufe the 
fame ta be tendered to him according- 
ly and if any Perfon or Perfons 
being fo’ fummon’d, as aforefaid, to 
give Evidence touching the Marters 
complained .of as aforefaid, fhall, 
without juft Caufe, refufe to appear 
before the faid Juftices, or having ap- 
peared before them fhall refule to be 
examined, or to teftify or depofe in 
Manner as aforefaid, concerning the 
Matters fo complained of, as afore- 
faid, and fhall wilfully perfift in fuch 
Refufal, then and in every fuch Cafe, 
all, and every Perfon and. Perfons fo 
offending as aforefaid, contrary to the 
true Intent of this Act, -fhall, for 
every fuch Offence, and being thereof 
convicted before the faid Juftices, for- 


feic a,Sum not exceeding five Pounls. 


to the Poor of the Parith or Parifhes 


where fuch @thes or Duss do srife, 





to be Jevy’d by Diftrefs and Sale of 
fuch Offender’s Goods and Chartels, by 
Warrane under the Hand and Seal of 
fuch Juftices, or either of them, or 
any other Juftice of the Peace within 
the County where fuch Offender fhall 
refide, rendering the Overplus (if any 
{hall be) to fuch Offender, his Exe- 
cutors, or Adminiftrarors. 

And for the more effectual prevent- 
ing all unneceffary and expenfive Pro- 
fecutions againft Quakers, be it fur- 
ther enaéted by the Authority afore- 
faid, That from and after the faid 
24th Day of Fume, where any Qua- 
ker or Quakers fhal! refufe or negleé& 
to fet out, pay, or compound for any 
great or: fmall Tithes, Oblations, or 
other: Ecelefiaftical Dues, as aforefaid, 
(except Church Rates) no Perfon or 
Perfans fhall profecute any Suit, or 
commence any Action, or file any 
Bill in any of his Majeity’s Courts of 
Law or Equity at Wefminfler, or in 
any other Court whatfoever, for the 
Recovery thereof, until after Com- 
plaint fhall’ Ge made by fome of the 
Parties incerefted in the faid Tiches or 
Ecclefiaftical Dues, and fome Adjudi- 
cation ‘or Order thereupon fhall be 
made by the Juftices, by this Act im- 
powered to hear and determine the 
Mattér of fuch Complaint, as aforc- 
faid : And in Cafe it {hall appear by 
fnch Order and Adjudication; and the 
faid Juftices fhall fo cerrify therein 
(which the faid Juftices ave hereby 
required to certify accordingly with- 
ott Fee or Reward) that the Quaker 
or Quakers fo complained of did noc, 
at the Time of examining into; and . 
hearing .the Matter of the faid Com- 
plaint, either by him or themfelves, 
or by his or their Agents, contro- 
vert, litigate; or otherwife oppofe 
the Payment of fuch Tithes, Obla- 
tiems, or Ecclefiaftical Dues, but did 
-eather ‘confefs the fame to be due, or 


Spat gaiafay or obftruct the Adjudicae” 


tien. or Recovery and Isvying thereof, 
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of fuffer Juderient or Sentence Vefore 
tlie faid Juftices to go againft him by 
Default, by not appearing to guinfay 
the Recovery and Levying thereof ; 
then, aid in every fuch Cafe, rhe 
Order, Avvard, and Adjudication fo 
to be matle by the faid Jaffices, npon 
tlie “Matters to them édmplained of, 
fha]! be abfolitely final-an@ conchifive 
to ull “Pareiés, ds well to foth'as ‘thal! 
be inrévefted in the faid ‘Tithes, ‘Obla- 
tidns, and Ee¢clefiftical Dues, as ‘to 
the fid Qwaker avid Quakers, ‘to all 
Turénts, ' Conftruétions, and Purpofes 
ewhiatiaéver s and no Quaker or Qua- 
kers fiiall be fied or profecutéd for or 
an -Accotiit' of fuch Tithes, Oblarions, 
ér offer Eeclefiaftical Dues, in uny 
Ecclefiaitical.or other Court wharfo- 
ever, after fach “Adjudication and 
Certificaré, by Appeal, or orherwife 
howfoever. And fo Libel fhall be 
exhibited, or ‘any Suit infticured or 
profecuted'in any Ecclefiattical Court, 
or any Aétion commenced, or Bill 
filed, in any of this Majefty’s Courts 
of Law or Equity, at Wefminfler or 
eifewhere, touching or concerning the 
faiie-; ‘except only in Cafes where 
the Pitle of fuch Tithes Mail ‘be in 
Qhieftion, as in this Act after is men- 
tioned. * J 
Provided GReays, and be sit alfo 
eiaéted ‘by the “Authority ‘aforcfaid, 
That where any Quaker or Quakers, 
by themfelves or their Agents, fhall 
‘any Ways controvert dr litigate, or | 
othérwife -obftrnét the ‘Recovery of | 
fach Tithes; Oblations, ‘or ‘Ecclefiafti- 
cal Dues, before the faid' Juftices, and 
‘the Gil Juftices fhall, wpon Debate of 
the Matrer, make fuch Order, Award, 
and “Adjudication therenpon, ‘as to 
-thein fhall feet juft ; and thal! there- 
“Gn cértifyy whether any fach Contro- 
“verfy, “Litigation, or Debate, was 
‘then had before them, (which ‘they 
“are “Hereby required to certify accor- 
“dinglys svithout Fee or Reward) that 





phen aiid: it- every fuch Cafe, if ei- 
“s 2 


ther the Parfon, Vicar, Curate, or 
other Perfon interefted in, or entitled 
'ro the faid Tithes, Oblations, and 
Ecclefiaftical Dues, or the Quaker or 
‘Quakers fo complained of, and ‘um- 


‘moned, us aforefaid, fhall find ‘him 


or themifelves aggrieved by the Order, 
Award, and Adjudication, fo to te 
made by the faid Juftices, as ‘afore. 
faid ; and fhall thereupon within tex 
Days, dfter the Service of a Copy of 
the faid Order, Award, or Adjudica- 
tion, give Notice in Writing, under 
his or their Hands, to the faid ‘Jufti- 
ces, that he or they conceive him or 
themfelves aggrieved, and that he or 
they refufe to abide by the Derermi- 
nation given by the faid Juftices, by 
the faid Order, Award, or Adjudica- 
tion ; then and from and immediate. 
ly‘after‘fich Notice, the faid Juftices 
fhall farceafe and forbear‘to make any 
Diftrefs, or orherwife proceed upon 
fuch their Order, Award, or Adjudi- 
cation, or otherwife howfoever. And 
then, and in that Cafe, ‘it fhall and 
may be lawful to and for al) and every 
the Parties'to refort to fuch Remedy 
by Suit, Aétion, or Bill, in any of 
his Majefty’s Courts at We/tmiafter, 
as he or they fhall think proper ‘to 
refort unto; either for the betrer Re- 
covery of fuch Tithes, Oblations, or 
Ecclefiaftical: Dues, or for difcharging 
himfelf from the Payment ‘thereof. 
And al] and every Perfon and Perfons 
fhall have and enjoy all and every 
the like Remedies, and fhall be enti- 
tled to the like Aétions, Suits, and 


“Advantages, as well for the Recovery 


of fuch Tithes, Oblarions, and Eccle- 
fiaftical: Dues, and all Cofts for fab- 
ftraéting or with-holding the fame,. 
as for the difcharging him and them- 
felves frofn the Payment thereof, ‘in 
any of his Majefty’s Courts at We/- 
minfier, in as full and ample a‘Man- 
ner as he and they might have had 
and enjoyed, or been entitled to by 
the Laws and Statutes of ‘the —— 
ha 
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had not this A& been mace. And | 
his Majefty’s Courts at Wefminfler 
fhall have fil Power and Authoriry, 
if they fhall fee Caufe, (but fabjeét so. 
the Provifo in this AG after contain’d) 
to award fuch Cofts as thall be seufo- 
nable, for the Vexation, Expence aud 
Delay before the faid Jultices, by 
whofe Adjudication the faid Parties 
fhall have conceived. *themfelves ag: 
grieved, as aforefaid, any Thing in 
this A& contained yo the contrary 
notwithitanding, 

And be it -turther enafted by the 
Authority aforefaid, Thar where any 
Decree ox other Judgment thall be 
obtained in any of his Majefty’s 
Courts at Wefiminfler, Execution of 
fuch Decree or Judgment fhall be made 
by Procefs direéted to the Sheriff, re- 
quiring him to leyy the Money fo de- 
ereed or adjudged upon the Goods and 
Chattels of the faid Quaker or Que- 
kers, his and their Exeoutors and Ad- 
miniftrators ; and if che Sheriff thal 
retura that he can find no Goods ff. 
ficient, whereon to levy fush Money, 
then by Imprifomment of their Per- 
fons, And the faid fevera] Courts are 
hereby authorized and empowered to 
award fuch Execution in all Cafes 
within the true Meaning.of shis Act, 

Provided alivays, and it is hereby 
alfo enaGed, That where any Judg- 
ment, Decree, or Order shall be made, 
pafled or pronounced in any of his 
Majefty’s Courts at Wefminfler, in 
any Caufe or Suit ro be commenced or 
profecuted by any Perfon, who fhall 
conceive themf{elyes aggrieved by the 
Award, Order, and Adjudication of 
the Juftices hereby empowered to heax 
and derermine any Complaint relating 
to any Quaker or Quakers neglecting 
or refifing to fer out or pay fuch 
Tithes and Dues as aforefaid ; that in 
every fuch Cafe, if che Sum ordered, 
enjoined, and direéted to be paid by 


the faid Quaker or Quakers, in Re- | 
compencs. of che Tithes by him or | 





heen with-held, fhall not exceed the 
Sum before ones’ and awarded by 
the Order, Award, and Adjudicarion 
of the faid Juftices ro be paid by the 
faid Quaker or Quakers, no Parfon, 

Vicar, Curate, or other Perfon enti- 

tled to fagh Tithes or Dues as afore- 
faid, fhall have or be entitled either 
te double or treble Value, by Virrue 
of the Seature made in the 2d Year of 
King Bdwerd VI. or to any other 
Cofts or Pamages whatfoever, or to 
any ather Sum in Refpect of his and 
their Charges or Expences in any or 
eisher of ‘the faid Courts, where fuch 
Judgment or Decree thal! be olyained, 
given, or pronounced, opr in any 
orher Cours oy Place whatfoever ; Lut 
that he and they fhall be and is and 
are by this Ad urterly excluded there- 
from, and fhall pay to fach Quaker 
oy Quakeys his Colts, to be affeffed 
by the Courts wherein fych Judgment 
ar Deeree fhall be obtained ; any Laws 
Stature, ar Ufage to the contrary in 
any wife notwirhftanding. 

Provided always, and be it further 
enagted by the Authorjty sforefaid, 
That if any Perfon, thinking him- 
felf aggrieved by any Decermination 
of she, Juftices, as aforefaid, {hall 
thereupon give fuch Notice as afore 
faid to she faid Juftices, of his 
Refiufal to abide by fuch, Derermi- 
nation, ie fhajl and gay be law- 
ful.for fueh Perfon who fall Ark 
giye WNarice as aforcfaid, to appeal 
from che fame uso the Judges of Af 
fize, who fhall next hold the Ailiacs 
or Seflions for the County or Place 
svhereia fach Determination fhall be 
made, inftead.of having Recourf to 
his Majefty’s Courts at We/minfler ; 
and - -ux hag Cafe fuch Perfon thal 
give Notice in Writing of fich his 
Intent to appeal, muo the Juftices 
who made fuch Determination, be fore 
their Judgment dhall be executed, and 
at Jeaft eight Days exclufiye |jefors che 
holding fuch next Afiaes or SeGivns,. 
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And fuch Judges of Affize, or any 
or cither of them, may and fhall, in 
a fummary Way, examine the Par- 
ties and Witneffes, in fuch Manner 
as the Juftices are hereby direéted to 
do, and may and fhall heary and 
finally adjudge and determine fuch 
Appeal, either by affirming, altering, 
or reverfing the Judgment ‘appealed 
from ; and alfo give fuch Cofts againft 
either Party, as to him orthem shall 
feem juft and reafonable ;,and fhall 
iffue his or their Warrant, directed 
to the High Conftable of the Hundred, 
or the Conftable of the -Parifh or 
Place within any City or Town Cor- 
porate wherein fuch Quaker or - other 
Ferfon fhall inhabit, to levy by Di- 
ftrefs‘and Sale of the Goods of the 
Perfon againft whom fuch Judgment 
fhal} be made, the Sum and Cofts fo 
adjudged by him or them, -in like 
Manner as the faid Juftices to whom 
the'-faid Complaint was“originally 
made might have done, had there 
been no fuch Appeal. And in Cafe 
of fuch Appeal, either of the Jufti- 
ees, before whom fuch Complaint 
fhall have bees originally made, fhall 
furmmon all fuch Perfons: to appear 
before fuch Judges of Affize, to. give 
Evirlence concerning the Matter of 
the faid Appeal, as the Parties fhall 
refpectively ~require. - And all Per- 
fons fo fiimmoned, are hereby requi- 
red ‘to attend purfvant: thereto, or in 
Default thereof, (having no juft Canfe 
of Excufe to be allowed by the faid 


Judges of Affife, or any or-either of: 


them) thall forfeit a Sum not exceed- 
ing five Pounds,’ to the  Poor-of the 
Parith or’ Parifhes: where foch Tithes 
or Dues .do arife, to bé. levy’d by 
Diftrefs and Sale "of the ‘Offender’s 
‘Goods, by Warrant from any one of 
the faid’ Judges ‘of Affife, returning 
she Overplus, if any. 

And be’ ic ‘further enaéted, That: 
from, and- after the fuid 2gth Day of 
Fune, if any Quaker, afver Notice 





given him by any Perfon intitled to 
predial Tithes, arifing from Lands 
occupied by him, or by one autho- 
rized to receive the fame, fhall refufe 
or negle€l to fet our, or caufe to be 
fet our, Sach. Tythes, if payable in 
Kind, and not otherwife, by Cuftom, 
Compofition, or Modus, it fhall and 
may be lawful for fuch Perfon entitled 
as aforefaid to fuch predial Tithes, to 
appoint a proper Perfon for that, Pur- 
pofe, who is hereby anthorized to 
come upon the Land of fuch Quaker 
from whom: fuch Tithe is due, and 
jultly and truly, and without Frau@ 
or Partiality, divide, fet out, and 
fever from the nine Parts the faid 
Tithe, in fuch.Manner as all Perfons 
are obliged to fet out their refpective 
predial Tithes; fuch Perfon fo ap- 
pointed, having firft taken an Oath 


_ before-any Juftice of the Peace of the 


County or Place where fuch Tithes 
arife, juftly to fer out the faid Tithes 
as this A& requires, according to the 
beft of ‘his Knowledge, without Fraud 
or Partiality ; Which faid Portion fo 


’ fet out: is hereby declared to be, and 


thal] b2 deemed as Tithe to all Intents, 
and fhall be carry’d away, as foon as 
reafonably and conveniently may be, 
by the Perfon entitled rherero, ar any 
one or more Perfons appointed by him 
for that Purpofe, without ‘any Inrer- 
ruption by the faid Quaker, or on his 
Behalf, in the fame Manner as might 
Jawfully have been done; had fuch 
Tithes been fet out by the Quaker 
himfe}f, from whom the fame is due. 
Arid ‘no Quaker thal, after fuch No- 
tice, and ‘before the ferting out, or 
after fuch Tithe fhall be fo: fet our, 
withdraw. or take away, or caufe to 
be withdtawn or taken away, the 
faid Tithes, if payable in Kind, under 
the Pain of Forfeirnre of the double 
Value of what fhall be fo withdrawn 
ot taken-away, to be recovered a- 
gaint him by A&tion of Debr, Bill, 
Plaint, or Information, - in any. of 

his 
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his Majefty’s Courts at Weftninfer, 
in which no Effoin, Proteétion, Wa- 
ger of Law, or more than one Iim- 
parlance fhall be allow’d, in Cafe the 
Perfon entitled to fuch predial Tithes 


fo withdrawn, fhall choofe to fue in 


any of the faid Courts for the fame. 
Neverthelefs, it fhall be in the Op- 
tion of the Perfon entitled to fuch 
predial Tithes fo withdrawn, to wave 
the faid Forfeiture of the double Va- 
Iue, and proceed before two Juftices, 
as herein before directed, for Recove- 

ty of the fingle Value only of fuch 
predial Tithes fo withdrawn, and 
Cofts, if he fhall think fit fo to do. 
And in Cafe the Perfon entirled to 
fuch predial Tithes fhall proceed be- 
fore the Juftices in Manner aforefaid, 
then and in every: fuch Cafe, fuch 
Quaker, fo withdrawing or taking 
away the fame, fhall not be liable to 
be fued or profecured on Account of 
not ferting out fuch Tirhe, or carry- 
ing away the fame, in any other 
Court, or in any exher Manner what- 
foever, than as by this A@ is di- 
reéted. 

Provided always, That if the Per- 
fon appointed to fet out the faid Tithes, 
fhall, through any wilful Defaule of 
the Quaker, be neceffarily put to any 
unufial or extraordinary Trouble in 
harvefting and preparing the faid 
predial Tithes, in Order to the ‘fetring 
out the fuupe, and over and above the 
fetting our thereof, according to the 
Cuftom of the Place, that then, upon 

int thereof to any Juftice of 
the of the County or Place 
where fuch Tithes do arife, and Sum- 
mons and Examination into the Mat- 
ter by the faid Juftice; ir thal! and 
may be lawful for fach ’ Juttios finally 
to order-and appoint what fhall he 
paid by fuch Quaker, in Refpeét of 
fuch unufual or extraordinaryTrouble ; ; 
and on Refufal of Payment, to levy 
the fame by Diftrefs and Sale of rhe 
Quaker’s Goods, rendering the Over- 





plus, after the Cofts of che Diftrefs 
deduéted. 

And be it further enaéted by the 
Authority aforefaid, That if any 
Perfon or Perfons, againft whom any 
fuch Judgment or Judgments fhal! be 
had, as aforefaid, fhall remove out of 
the County, Riding, Ciry, ar Corpo- 
ration, after Judgment had, as «fore- 
faid, and before the levying the Sum 
or Sums thereby adjudged ro be levy’d 
the Juitices of the Peace who made 
the faid Judgmenr, or one of them, 
fhall certify the fame under his or 
their Hands and Seals to any Juttice 
of the Peace of fach other County, 
City, or Place, to which the faid 
Perfon or Perfons fhall go, or be re- 
moved unto ; which Juftice is hereby 
authorized and required, by Warrant 
under his Hand and Seal, to order fuch 
Sum or Sums to be levy’d on the 
Goods or Chattels of fuch Perfon or 
Perfons, as fully and in the fame 
Manner, as the other Juftices mighr 
have done, if fuch Perfon or Perfons 
had nor removed, «s aforefaid ; which 
fhall be levy’d and recover’d accord- 
ing to the faid Judgment. 

And be ie further enaéted by the 
Authority aforefaid, That from and 
after the 24th Day of Fune, 1726, 
if any Quaker fhall refufe to pay any 
Sum or Sums of Money duly and 
lawfully affeffed or charged on him or 
her by any Church or Chapel! Rates, 
ic Mhall and may be lawful for any 
two Juftices of rhe Peace, where fach 
Quaker inhabirs, and they are hereby 
required, upon Complaint eo chem 
made by the Churchwardens unpow- 
er’d to colleét fuch Rate, to caufe the 
fame to be levy’d by Diftrefs and 
Sale of the Goods of fuch Quaker, in 
the fame Manner as the Rares for the 
Relief of the Poor may be levy’d: 
And no Quaker fhall be fued or pro- 
fecuted, for not paying any Church 
or Chapel Rates, in any other Man- 
ner whatfgever, 

Provided 
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Provided always, That no Diftrefs 
to be taken by Virtue of this AG, 
fhall be exceffive or unreafonable ; but 
fhall be proportioned to the Value of 
the Sum awarded or forfeited ; and 
the Goods diftrained fhall be publick- 
Ty fold. 

- Provided alfo, and be it enaéted, 
That where any Quaker or Quakers 
complained of for fubftra&ting, with- 
holding, not paying, or compounding 
for any fuch Tithes, Church Rates, 
Oblations, or other Ecclefiaftical Dues, 
as aforefaid, fhall, before the Juftices 
of the Peace to whom fuch Complaint 
is made, alledge or infift upon any 
Prefcriptioa, Compofition or Modus 
Decimandi, Exemption, Difcharge, 
Agreement, or Title, whereby he or 
fhe is or ought to be freed from Pay- 
ment of the faid Tithes or other Dues 
in Queftion ; and deliver the fame in 
Writing to the faid Juftices of the 
Peace, fubfcribed by him, her, or 
themfelves ; in that Cafe,. the faid 
Juitices of rhe Peace fhall forbear to 
give any Judgment in the Matter ; 
and that then and in fuch Cafe, the 
Perfon or Perfons fo complaining, 
fhall and may be at Liberty to pro- 
fecute fuch Quaker or Quakers, for 
the Matters -aforefaid, in any Court 
er Courts whatfoever, where. fuch 
Perfon or Perfons might have fued for 
the fame before the making of this 
A&, any Thing in this A&t. contained 
to the contrary notwithftanding. 

Provided always, and be it further 
enaéted by the Authority aforefaid, 
That in all Cities and Tosvns corpo- 
rate, where, for the Time being, one 
Juftice of the Peace only fhal] be re- 
fident ; in every fach Cafe, it fhall 
and may be lawful ro and for fuch. one 
Juftice, together with any one Juftice 
of the Peace of the County {not Pa- 
tron, nor interefted) to execute all 
the Powers, Direétions, and Autho- 
rities in this Act contained, and di- 
reéted to be done by two Juttices of 





the Peace ; and in Cafe no Juftice of 
the Peace fhall be Refident in fuch 
City or Town corporate, then two 
Juftices of the County may execute 
all fuch Powers, Direétions, and Au- 
thorities. 

And be it further enaéted by the 
Authority aforefaid, That fo much 


‘of the herein before in Part recited 
) Ads, made in 7 & 8 Will, 3. and 


1 Geo, . as relates only to the Re- 
covery of Tithes or Rates, or any 
Cuftomary or other Rights, Dues, 
or Payments belonging to any Church 
or Chapel, which of Right, by Law 
and Cuftom ought to be paid for the 
Stipend or Maintenance of any Mi- 
nifter or Curate officiating in any 
Church or Chapel, in the Manner 
thereby provided, fhall be, and is 
hereby repealed. - 

And be it further enaéted by the 
Authority aforefaid, Thar ir fhall and 
may be lawful for any Perfon-fued ot 
profecuted for any Thing done pur- 
fuant to the Dire¢tions of this Ad, 
to plead the general Iffue ; and on 
that or any other Iffue to give this 
Ad, and the fpecial Matter in Evi- 
dence: And if a Verdict or Judg- 
ment fhall be for the Defendant, or 
the Plaintiff fhall be Nonfuir, or dif 
continue fuck Action, the Defendant 
fhall recover treble Cofts, in fuch 
Manner ..as Cofts in other Aé¢tions 
given. to Defendants are recoverable : 
And.no Suit or Profecution fhall be 
commenced againft any Perfon for 
any Thing done in .Purfuance of this 
Act, ualefs the fame. be, brought or 
commenced within fix Months after 
fuch Canfe of Action arifes, 

And be. it further enaéted by the 
Authority aforefaid, That this prefeag 
Act fhall be deemed, and is hereby 
declared.to be a publick At, and thal} 
be taken Notice of as fuch by all 
Judges, Juftices, and other Perfops 
whatfoever, without fpecially pleads 
ing the fame. 

Some 
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Some Weexi x Ess axs in this Mouth. 


CRAFTSMAN, April 2. 
Yo:Caleb D’Anvers, EZ, 
$1R, 
AS every Thing is to ‘e-fear’d 
frotn ‘the defperate Defigns of 
that Gold ProjeMor, to whom We 
were obliged ‘for the late EX CISE- 
SCHEME, You cannot do more ‘Ser- 
vice to your ‘Country than by ularm- 
ing it, ‘whenever he is atrempting 
any Thing-of the fame Nature ; for 


ket his ‘Steps towards extending of 


Excifes be ever fo'finall, or fpecious, 
they ‘ought always to be'fufpedted ; 
and the more fo, rhe more unwilling 
He is to open and explain his Sebeme, 
at ‘the very Time He defires Us to 
agree to We know ‘not what. 

When one ‘confiders ‘the ‘great Ta- 
Jents, ‘eminent Virtues and Abilities 
of the noble Projefor, who is at 
leaft ‘equal, if not fuperior, ‘to al! 
that ‘have ‘ever gone ‘before ’Him ‘in 
thofe. landable Arts of foftening Man- 
kind; what have We nor to dread, 
when'He continues to declare, * That 
© whenever He ‘hears the Word"Ex- 
© CIsE, He cannot avoid repeating 

what He ‘hath often faid, that che 

Gentlemen of England were never 

more mifled upon any Sabjeét, or 

more impofed upon, than They 

‘were-upon That of the EXCISE,’ 
———In This He ‘correfponds with 
with the'Paffage quoted in your left 
Paper, of «waiting more proper Op- 
portunity for putting bis late Excife- 


Scheme tnfo' Execution + but furely a 


little more Ob4iviow muft be neceffery 
‘to co-operate with his mof et 
‘Power, before the Gentlemen of Eng- 
and can think They were mifled, 
upon that Oceafion. The Point, to 
which‘ H+ particularly alludes, was 





the pretended Eafe to be given the 
Land by that pernicious Proje; a 
Temptation, with which They are 
every ‘Day allured, and will always 
prove as ill-grounded. It therefore 
becomes neceffary juft to mencion 
that, upon ‘the Examination of the 
Commiffioners of the Cuftoms, the put- 
ting of Tobacco under an Exci/e would 
not have produced above 17,510/, 

s 64. a Year in England, more 
than it did before, according to the 
higheft‘Computation They were able 
to make Themfelves; out of which 
additional Sum there would have 
been -paid to the Ciwil Lif 2764 4, 
148.°32@. and it was allow’d that 
the additional Charges of Manage- 
ment would be 12,0004. a Year; fo 
thar the:remaining 2745 /. 135. 94. 
was all that coul:l poflibly accrue to 
the Pablick, by their own Calcula» 
tion, and the Bi// itfelf. What Eafe 
could-the deluded Land-holders expe& 
from fo fmall a Sum? Was ir a 
Temptation fufficient ro juftify the 
Defign of putting the reft of our 
Fellow Subjeéts under the moff op- 
prefive and arbitrary Laws, that 
the Wit of Man can invent, and fuch 
as are even unknown to the moft 
flavifh Countries. 

It is a’melancholy Confideration to 
obferve, ‘that the annual Porfoit of 
fome Perfons is either the Multiplica- 
tion of penal Laws, the Extenfion of 
Excifes, or the Increafe of the Cieil 
Lift; which can ‘end in nothing buc 
the total Deftraétion of our remaining 
Liberties: Every ‘new Power of chefe 
Kinds, which We grant to the Crown, 
remiers chem fo much the more habi- 
tual to Us, that We feem not to-know 
when to ftop, or where to refufe; 
and We fee, by foreign Nations, that 
even Slavery: infelf becomes furpport- 

able 
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able by Cuffom. Is it not therefore 
high Time, if we would preferve 
our Remnants of Liberty, whatever 
they are, that We fhould put a Stop 
10 thefe growing Powers? Mf Nece/- 
Sity and Self-Prefervation have alteady 
carry’d Us to great Lengths 5. what 
Reafon can there be why We fhould 
now, in Times of profound Peace, 
and without the leaft Profpect of fu- 
ture Danger, be for raifing new 
Taxes in that Method, which is moft 
agreeable to fome Perfons, becaufe 
moft oppreftive, and the People are 
thereby put the more under. their im- 
mediate Power. 

That We are now in- a State of 
profound Peace, We have not only 
the Authority of thefe Gentlemen 
themfelves, but ir is likewife con- 
firm’d by this Circumftance; that We 
have not lately feen any Ambaffadors 
from the three great Powers dancing 
backwards and forwards from Hano- 
wer to England, as They uled to do; 
which would have certainly been the 
Cafe, had any Matters remain’d to 
be adjufted by Negotiation. —— But 
to proceed. 

Laft Year, when foreign Affairs 
were not thought fo clear as they 
are ‘at prefenc, Part of the. Sinking 
-Fund was mortgaged for 600,000 /. 
But now, fince We have the Honour. 
as. well as Happinefs, of patcelling 
out Europe into a Peace, by our Plan 
of Accommodation, which We are af- 
fired is fo much like the Prelimina- 
ries, that they are taken for one and 
the fame; it is certainly proper that 
the Nation fhould receive fome im- 
mediate Eafe and Advantage from it ; 
~and. how. can That be done,: confiftent 
«with that glorious: Plan of Power 
jfome Perfons are purfuing, better than 
by fteadily adhering to the Method 
already chalk’d out to Them, - upon 
fulfilling all the Engagements of the 
MIENNA TREATY, by carrying 
the Troops of Don Carlos into Ital; ? 





We were then told, * that when 
evéry Thing abroad hath thus /uc- 
ceeded to-our uimoft Wifbes, when 
We can no longer juftify Delays to 
cafe the People, from any vifible 
Uncertainty of our Affairs; fhall 
We; do nothing to convince the 
People that We have a Peace, but 
meerly by telling Them that We 
have procured it ; or rather ought 
We not from the Difference of Taxes 
to fhew Them the Difference be- 
tween certain and unfettled Tran. 
© guility? ’ ——— For this Reafon, the 
Land-Tax was reduced to one Shilling 
in the Pound, and the Salt-Duty was 
laid on again for three Years, to ¥ 


an 


na nnanniannanaaAan 


c 


ply the other Shilling, with its Ax 
hundred pretty Attendants, Nay, un- 
der the Pretence of continuing this 
charming Eafe, in the Difference of 
our Taxes, though the greater in our 
Payment, ic was thought that the 
late detefted Scheme might have been 
brought to pafs, But.fiuce We have 
now farther fucceeded to the utmoft of 
our Wifhes, by beftowing of Crowns 
upon the fame young Prince, it be- 
comes ftill more neceflary to convince 
the People of the Benefit of it, by 
fome farther Difference im our Taxes, 
Two Shillings in the Pound avd 
400;000/, out of the Sinking Fund 
would be: too much like the Grants 
of laf Year; whereas it will afford 
another new Scene, to fee the qhele 
Sinking Fund apply'd to the Ufes, for 
which alone it was defign’d, and to 
take this favourable Opportunity, as 
the firfl Fruits of Peace, to eltablith 
and extend mew Excifes; which are 
peculiarly referved. for the Bleflings 
of fuch Times. 

There is nothing. more ridiculous 
than the Arguments, which have 
been lately advanced upon what are 
call’d and defired to be known by 
the Name of SWEETS. It is to be 
the fame Thing, that was defign’d to 
be taxed by the toth and ath of 

King 
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King William, and yet it is not to 
be the fame Thing. It is appropria- 
ted to the Sivking Fund, and it is 
not ; for the Pab/ick have a Right to 
ir. It is not to be a mew Tax, by 
taking off tavo Thirds of the Duty, 
but an old one, which altogether 
produced but 237 a Year; and by 
the fingle Dexterity of taking away 
14/. 135. 4d, from it, is now to 
produce 25,000/, a Year, though 
Computations are made that it will 
produce 30,000 /. a Year. Thus may 
our political Logician ring an eternal 
Change of Arguments, to the great 
enlightening of our Underftandings, 
and the better Comprehenfion of what 
He defigns. 

But to confider this Affair feri- 
oufly; it muft be obferved that the 
Dealers in Wine formerly ufed to 
mix their Wines with a Liquor call’d 
Stum, which came from abroad; and 
that, to fave the Duty, as well as 
in fome Meafure to fupply the fame 
Ufes, Saweets were made here. This 
is well known to Thofe, who were 
concern’d in the Wine-Trade at that 
Times and as the Practice upon a 
new Law is generally efteem’d the 
beft Interpretation of the Defign of 
the Legiflature, and every one will 
eafily believe that rhe Commiffioners 
of Excife are not the dulleft Incerpre- 
cers of Revenue-Laws ; it is natural to 
conclude, that fince They have not 
thought fit, in this long Courfe of 
Time, to extend it by Fudgments of 
their own to any Thing ‘but thar 
fingle Liquor, upon which it was ori- 
ginally intended to be laid, there was 
neither Law nor Power to collec it 
on thofe many other Liquors, which 
their Officers have endeavour’d to do 
before Thofe, upon whom They 
thought "to impofe. How mutch 
therefore are the Gentlemen of Eng- 
land, who are Fuffices of the Peace 
tn the Country, obliged to Them, as 
well as the Pryefor himfelf, who 





founds his Scheme intirely upon a 
Declaration that the Country Fu/fices 
would not execute the prefent Law, 
becanfe the Duties were too high, 
and therefore it is neceffary to re- 
duce them #wo Thirds ? 

What hath been faid of the Rife 
and Praétice of th7s Duty is fufficient 
to fhew that the prefenc Defign is in- 
tirely a 2ew Tax, had We not been 
fo happy as to have fuch a Multitude 
of excellenr Excife Laws, for im- 
proving and fecuring thofe Revenues, 
and to find amongit them one, which 
will intirely clear up this Affair. 

In his /ate Majefty’s Reign, when 
the Practice, Force and Extenfion of 
the Law for the Duties on S-weets 
muft ‘have been fufficiently known, 
there was an Act pafs’d, if not at the 
Defire of the Commiffioners of Excife, 
at Jeaft not without their Knowledge, 
by which’ it appears that Scveets 
were not Liquors drinkable of them- 
felves; and the Method of prevént+ 
ing Frazds in them is, that the Ma- 
ker fhall not remove them without 4 
Certificate, nor any Vintner, or 
Vintners, receive them without /uch 
a cate under the Penalty of 
ten Shillings a Gallon, This intirely 
agrees with the Defcription of therm, 
in the Aét of King Wiliam ; for af- 
ter enumerating the feyeral Ways that 
Sweets may be made, in order to pre- 
vent the 44°s being evaded, it goes 
on thts; © and commonly mace Ufe 
© of for recovering, increafing, or 
© making of any Kinds of Wine, or 
< Cider, or of any Liquor call’d 
© Wine, thall be dceim’d to be Seveets 
© within the Aét.’———Froin whence 
it is’ plain that the Wine and the 
Cyder can’t be charged as Sawéets, brit 
only that Part of the Liguor, or any 
new Javentions of the fame Kind, to 
fupply the Ufe of wat was formerly 
call’d Saveers. 

The zew Tax, now in Agitation, 
is on © @il Ligquers made by Infufon, 
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© Fermentation, or otherwife, from 
© foreign Fruit, ox Sugar, or from 
© Fruit, or Sugar mixt with, other 
© Materials,’ which will include 
not only all Engl Wines made of 
Sugar, Raifins, Grapes, Elder-Berries, 
Currants, Goofoerries, Cherries, &e. 
but likewife all foreign Wines, mix’d 
or increafed with any fach Materials. 
Nay, even a great Part of the Cyder 
made within this Kingdom will come 
under this Laws; and fuch a Tax, 
with the Duties already on it, will 
amount to a Sort of Prohibition, — 
What Numbers will This involve in 
that rigid Inquifition, the Excife? 
Phe Vintners and Makers of Wine, 
who before paid ouly for fach Saveets 
as They made Ufe of in their Wine, 
muft now pay a Duty for all the 
Wines, with which fuch Sweets are 
mix’d. Before, the Vintners were 
obliged only not to receive any Seveets 
without a C ertificate from an Excife- 
Officer; but can this mew Law be put 
in Execution without an Excife Jn- 
Speion? Mutt not that InfpeBion be 
likewife neceffary to examine into 
their Cellars, to fee what Infufions 
and Fermentations axe going on there, 
or whatever elfe is 683 for paren 
iug, increafing, or making of Wine? 

his oe - ime ma 
be more extenfive than the /f, 
which fo happily mifcarried; for 
That related to forcign Wines only ; 
whereas This takes in feveral other 
Liquors, and confequently may fub- 
jet greater Numbers to its Power 
and Influence. Nor will it be the 
lef grievous in this Light, becaufe it 
is computed that’ it will produce fo 
much lefs than We were defired to 
eftimate the other at; for it renders 
ir the more fufpicions that the Power 
alone is aim’d at, fince the Money is 
not fo much wanted, 

Nobody therefore ought to be de- 
luded. with the Expeétation of its 
ftopping, before it comes to be his 





own particular Cafe; nor can any 
Perfons, with Juftice to Themfelves 
and their Country, be for laying any 
Part of their Fellow Subjeéts under 
fuch grievous and. opprefive Laws , 
withont an immediate Neceflity. It 
is to be hoped thar the Spirit of Li. 
berty, which fo lately preferved us, 
is. not yet Awveeten’d into a more rea 
dy Compliance, 

I need not explain the vaft Benefit 
our Sugar Colonies will receive from 
this Tax ; which, together with the 
late A& fox preventing the publick 
Sale of Rum, and all other Spirituous 
Liquors made into PUNCH, will 
certainly retrieve them from that de- 
plorable Condition, under which they 
now labour, and which hath fo often 
engaged the Care and Attention of 


Parliament, 
I am, SIR, Se. 
CRAFTSMAN, April 9. 


HEN We confider the flow 
Progrefs, that hath been 

made in the Payment of our Debts, 
by the Sinking Fund, in the Courfe of 
the Jaft bleffed Twenty Years ; and 
that We now owe as much as We did 
upon the Conclufion of the Peace of 
Utrecht ; though the People have not 
paid lefs in Zaxes than They did, 
whilft They were carrying on that 
glorious War; though the Proprietors 
of the publick Debts have fuffer’d a 
Reduétion of exe Third of their In- 
tereft for that Ufe, and are foon like 
to have it reduced to ome Half; yet 
fiill there is annually raifed upon the 
People as much as ever, and the only 
Eafe They have received was a Year 
and a Quarter’s Difcharge from the 
Salt Tax; which was almoft fuffi- 
cient to convince Us that our. Debts 
Were never to be paid off, if We ex- 
pected at the fame Time to get rid 
of our Jaxes and Collefors ; This, I 
fay, muft give a melancholy Pro- 
“ fpect 
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fpe& to Thofe, who have made any 
‘Refle&tions upon fuch Affairs; but 
how much more mutt it affect us to 
hear it publickly avow’d. © That it 


€ is neceffary to continue the Debis 


© of the Nation, as the belt Security 
© of the Protefant ao, and the 
© prefent Royal Family, on the 
© Throne.’ According to the Rea- 
foning of Thofe, who think Intere/? 
the governing Principle of all hu- 
man Aétions, nothing can tend fo 
much to the Revival of Facchiti/m, 
as the Doétrine that All are to pay, 
that a few only may receive. The 
Spirit, as well as Principles of Faco- 
bitifm, axe now almoft extinct, by 
Leneth of Time, and the Mulritudes 
ef People, who have come into the 
World, fince thofe Prejudices have 
been out of Fafhion. We are now 
fo generally convinced that no Change 
of this Kind can be for the Intereft 
of the Publick, or of any Indivi- 
duals, that the Facobites are a Party 
not worth mentioning. But if fech 
DoGrines as thefe were to take Place, 
and the People fhould be fo much 
burthen’d with the Effeéts of them, 
that They could no longer fupport 
under the Weight, there is Reafon to 
apprehend the moft dreadful Confe- 
quences. In fuch a Cafe, indeed, it 
will be our Happinefs that the g/ori- 
ous Plan of Power, which hath been 
fo fuccefstully purfued, will be the 
only Thing, that can fave us; and 
that the firft Maxim in the Propofi- 
fition to King James the firft, for 
bridling the Impertinency of PAR- 
‘LIAMENTS, will be verify’d; 7x. 
€ That in Policy, it is a greater Tye 
© of the People, by Force and Nece/f 
‘ fity, than meerly by Love and Af- 
‘S feftion, for by the one, the Go- 
€ vernment refteth always fecure ; 


S but by the other, no longer than 


© the People are contented.” 

This new Doétrine feems to be fub- 
‘ftituted in the Room of another , 
which hath been ftrenuoufly main- 


tain’d for fome Time paft, but is 
now almoft quite worn out; wvix. 
that the Debts of the Nation are the 
Riches of the Nation; and as We 
have hitherto been very provident in 
not lofing thee Riches, by paying oft 
any confiderable Part of our Debts, 
fo owr prefent Situation of Affairs is 
fuch, that We fhall hardly know 
what to do with all the Money, which 
is now fo eafily colleéted from the 
People, notwithitanding the wery ex- 
penfive current Service of the Year. 
Thefe happy Incumbrances would 
therefore be in fome Danger, were 
it not thought advifeable to poftpone 
the Difcharge of any of them, for 
fourteen Years, upon this valuable 
Confideration to the Publick, of their 
parting with oxe Fourth of their In- 
tere, from whence it might be na- 
turally imagined, by Perfons not ket 
into the Secret of Affairs, that fome 
of our moft burthenfome Taxes would 
be taken off; but as it hath been de- 
Clared thar the Publick is not to re- 
ceive any fuch Benefit from #his 
Scheme, every Body is at a Lofs to. 
gues how the fixking Fund (as it was 
formerly call’d) is to be apply’d; 
fince no Debts are to be difcharged, 
nor any Taxes taken off, 

Though I confefs myflf one of 
Thofe, who Jabour under this Diffi- 
culty, I can by no Mcans approve of 
a Propofal, which hath lately fallen 
into my Hands, upon this Subject. 
Whether it was caloulated fer the 
Service of a certain Perfon, or only 
by Way of Mirth, is not very plain 5 
but as there is no Danger of its fixe’ 
eceding, I fhall publifh ic for the. 
Entertalument of the Reader, with 
fome Obfervations of my own, ta 
} thew that They need be uuder uo Ap- 
prehenfions about ir. 

L A-Propofal for the. Benefit of tha, 

; Country, dy keeping the Gentry there, 

t for fourteen Years, and’ not belding of 

any Parliaments, during that Time, 
Ti2 
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In order to fhew the Praéticabilicy 
of his Scheme, the Proje@or begius 
with obferving that the Sinking Fund, 
with the Milfiov, that is to be paid 
off chis Year, will produce communi- 
bus Annis, 1,150,000/, The addi- 
tional Increafe, by the Reduétion of 
Inrereft to 3 per Cent. and taking off 
no Taxes, is 450,000 4 aYear, Then 
grant.ng the Commiffoners of the Cu- 
froms the fume Powers over their in- 
Serior Officers, as the Commiffioners of 
Excife wave, (which They declared 
would enable Them to prevent the 
Frauds in Wine and Tobacco) there 
will be an additional Produce, ac- 
cording to former Eftimations, of 
00,000 /, per dan. and as fo great 
2a Increafe will arife from this fmall 
Alteration upon tao Articles alone, 
it may be modeftly computed that ar 
leaft 100,000 /. per Ann, will be far- 
ther faved by preventing ail the other 
Frauds in the Cuftoms. The Sav.ngs 
upon feveral Irems, by not holding 
of Parliaments, will be, upon the 
loweft Calculation, 2;0,000/. per 
Ann. Thefe feveral Sums amount 
yearly to 2,450,000 /, The Expence 
of the current Service, even for this 
Year, exclufive of the Deficiencies of 
former Land and Mak-Taxes, is about 
2,000,000; and though the /ame 
Army and Navy fhould be kept up, a 
Saving of 100,000/, per Ann. may 
be juftly allow’d, upon thofe Heads ; 
which reduces it to 1,990,000/, 
and This being deduéted from the 
2,450,000/. above, there will re- 
main s50,0004 a Year, to fupply 
all extraordinary Occafions and Emer- 
gencies of the fourtéen Years, with- 
out the farther Affiftance of Parlia- 
ment. 

It is proper that the good Regula- 
tions, which may be wanted in the 
Police, during that Time, be imme- 
diately pafs’d into Laws. 

And in Compaffion to Thofe, who 
have been bred up to a certain Trade, 





They may be allow’d, as the Difil- 
Jers axe, to follow any other Occupa- 
tion, excepting in the two Univer- 
fities, 

The Advantages to the Nation, by 
rendering this Scheme eficétual, will 
be, 

1. That the Lax@d and Malt-Tax 
will ceafe; which will enable Coun. 
try Gentlemen to make a better Provi- 
fion for their Families and younger 
Children, than having 1 per Cent, 
more paid for Incereft of Money. 

2. They will live more comfor- 
tably and hofpitably amongft their 
Neighbours than They have hitherto 
done, when that Bone of Contention, 
Ele&ions for Members of Parliament, 
is taken away ; which only ferves to 
render Them poor and dependent , 
and too often the Implements of in- 
triguing Men. 

3. Their Health and Virtue will 
be the beter fecured, by their noc 
being affeéted with rhe Luxuries and 
Debauchesies of this Town; by which 
Means We may hope to fee hereafter 
a new Race of healthy, robuft, vi- 
gorous young Gentlemen, 

It is apprehended that if this Pro- 
je& was to take Place, there would 
be no Oceafion for the late Scheme of 
Excifes, or any new ones; but if 
they fhould be thought wanting, the 
Affair of SWEETS may be eafily 
extended to include al/ Dealers in 
Wine, and, upon a third Reading, a 
Rider may take in all the reft, that 
is found neceflary. 

There is no Danger in this Projec- 
tor’s Scheme ; fince He hath not found- 
ed it on the Principles of Aton, 
which now alone prevail. He hath 
calculated it for thofe primitive 
Times, when the Ladies were con- 
tented with their Dairy, and Houfe- 
wifry; the Gentlemen with their 
Hunting and Hufbandry; Princes and 
Minifiers with being: only watchful 
Guardians for the Good of the People. 

Bi 
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But the prefent Generation are grown 
fo much wifer, there can be no Ap- 


_ prehenfion that the Members of either 


‘Houfe wil] be brought into fuch de- 
ftructive Meafures to Themfelves and 
their Pofterity. No, They will bafk 
and rejoice in the Sunfhine of Liberty, 
the annual holding of Parliaments ; 
and though, by the Reduction of In- 
tereft, with the new Methods of Col- 
Je&ion in the Revenue, there will be 
fufficient, if none of the perpetual 
Taxes are taken off, to carry on the 
current Service of the Year, without 
a Land or Malt Tax, yet They will 
certainly meet once a Year, for the 
better Improyement of their Country 
and Themfelves, and for difpofing of 
the Moneys already collected. If 
Parliaments were not to meet in 
fourteen Years, the prefent Knowledge 
and Praétice in Bufinefs, which make 
every Thing fo eafy, might in fome 
Degrees be loft; and, without fuch 
an annual Remembrance, it is not to 
be hoped that the Savings, accruing 
to the People, will be laid up, in 
order to pay off their Debts only, af- 
ter fo long a Truce, or Armiftice with 
Them. 

It is likewife againft the Intereft 
of Thofe, whofe Parts, Knowledge, 
and paft Experience render capable, 
when aétuated by a Jaudable Ambi- 
tion, to be of the greareft Service to 
their King and Country. It would 
then no longer require an ab/e and 
dexterous Minifter, broken in the 
Paths of Virtue, to govern, finee the 

ft Minion, whocame to Hand, might 
be thought fufficient for that Purpofe, 
For this Reafon, even the worff of 
Minifters, in all Cafes, (except one, 
which I {hall mention hereafter ) 
will be againft any Propofals of this 
Nature. It will always be their In- 
tereft not to load the People with 
burthenfome Taxes only, but by an 
opprefive and influencing Collection ; 
nor will They ever part with fac 





Taxes, when They have thefe farther, 
advantageous Circumftances atrending 
them, that the Confumer does not fee 
He pays aay Tax, and, from the 
Length of Time, it is almoft forgor 
that any Duty is laid upon thofe Com- 
modities; but that their Dearne/i pro- 
ceeds from other Caufes. From whence 
too many are induced to believe that 
They pay zo other Taxes than fuch as 
go immediately out of their own 
Hands, or are charged in their Ac- 
counts,’ This Sort of imperceptible 
Taxes, as they are juitly call’d, cends 
very much to make a bad Adminifira- 
tion eafy; fince it furnifhes Them 
not only with the Means of Money, 
buc at the fame Time takes away the 
principal Reafon of Oppofition to their 
Meafures, and even the very Feeling 
of the People that They pay for 
them, The Purfuic of fuch Mini- 
fers will therefore be, by all poflible 
Methods, to take off fuch Taxes as 
are moft vifible, and to leave ws un- 
der the Weight of thofe, which They 
think We do nor perceive. For the 
better perfecting of this Work, We 
fhall be defired to extend Excé/es, and 
reduce Jntereff; provided always that 
none of thefe Sorts of Taxes be re- 
deem’d. The Confideration that aif 
Duties upon Commodities increafe them 
to a Third in Value, by the Charge 
of Colle&ion, and the additional Price 
put upon them by the Retailer, will 
be of no Weight, in Oppofirion co 
the Lofs of fo much Power, and the 
probable Means of impofing upon the 
People. 

But ket-us now confider the only 
Cafe, in which a dé/perate Minifter 
would be for fuch a Scheme. It mutt 
be, when He hath involved his Coun- 
try inthe moft difgraceful, as well 
as hazardous Meafures. -Ic muft 
be, when He hath endanger’d his 
Prince, by robbing Him of the 4 
SeGions of bis People, and by laying 
It 
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muft be, when He finds that he can 
no longer go on in the fame Methods, 
which He hath hitherto purfued ; 
when He hath try’d all his Arts, and 
publickly declared, that He hath en- 
deavour'd ata RECONCILIATION, 
and «would be glad of any Means to 
bring it about ; even almoft to being 
the SCAPE GOAT him/felf. 

Were this our Situation, much 
might be apprehended; but it is our 
prefent Happinefs, that no Scheme of 
this Nature, or any that can have 
the leaft Tendency to it, is likely to 
meet with any Succefs. I fhall there- 
fore conclude this Paper with the Fa- 
ble of the Fox and the WEAZLE, 
as it is tranflated from op by Sir 
Roger L’Efirange, with his Reflec- 
tion upon it. 

© A flam, thin-gutted Fox made an 
¢ hard Shift to wriggle his Body in- 
€ to an Hea-rooff; and when He had 
© ftuff’d his Guts well, He fqueezed 
© hard to get out again; but the 
Hole was too little for Him. There 
was a Weazle a pretty Way off, 
that ftood learing at Him all this 
while. Brother Reynard, fays 
He, your Belly wasempty, when 
You went in, and You muft e’en 
{tay till your Belly is empty again, 
before You come out. 

RefleGion. 

© The Fox’s Cafe here, is That of 
many a publick Minifer, who 
comes empty in; but when He 
hath cramm’d his Guts well, He 
is fain to fqueeze hard before He 
can get out again, and glad to 
compound with his very Skin for 
© his Carcafs. 
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Preferments. 
R. Butler, Prefident of Magda- 
len College, elected Member of 
Parliament for the Univerfity of Ox- 
fe | 








Sir Edmund Ifham, Bart. cledted 
Knight of the Shire for the County 
of Northampton, in the Room of his 
Brother, Sir Fuflinian Iam, de- 
ceas'd, 

His Grace the Duke of Dorfét, ap. 
pointed Lord Steward of his Majefty’s 
Houfhold, in the Room of his Grace 
the Duke of Devonfbire, made Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland. 

Capt. Scot, appointed Commander 
of the Seaforth Man of War. 

Capt. O Brien, an old experienced 
Sea Officer, made one of the Admi- 
rals of the Ruffian Fleet. 

Mr. Bofcawen, third Lieutenant of 
the Britannia, appointed Captain of 
the Leopard, in the Room of Capt. 
Chambers, who is to have another 
Ship. 

_ The Lord Elchies, one of the or- 
dinary Lords of Seffion, named one of 
the Lords of the High Court of Ju 
fticiary in Scotland, in the Room of 
the late Lord Newhall, 

Capt. Clinton, appointed Comman- 
der of the Gloucefler, a ath Rate of 
60 Guns ; Capt. Solgard, to be Com- 
mander of the Berwick, a Guardfhip 
at Port/mouth ; and Capt. Weft, to be 
Commander of the Griffin Firethip ; 
Mr. Woodrow was alfo appointed Pur- 
fer of the Newcaftle Man of War. 

Mr. Allen made Firft Lieutenant of 
the Goucefler ; Mr, 4y, Second 
Lieutenant ; and Mr. Braund, late 
Purfer of the Newceaftle, Third Lieu- 
tenant, under the Hon. Capt. Clinton. 

Mr. Dicks and Mr. Parry, made 
Second Lieutenants of the Beravick in 
their Rooms, 

The Earl of Euffon, and Faohn 
Neale, Efq; eleéted Members of ‘Par- 
liament for Coventry, in the Room of 
Fobn Bird, Efq,; who was made one 
of the Commiflioners of the Stamp 
Office, and the faid John Neale, Efq; 
whofe late Eleétion was declared void. ° 

The Lord Vifcount Andover, Son 
and Heir apparent to the Eari of 

, , Berkfhirey 
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Berkfhire; ele&eed Member of Parlia- 
ment for Caftle-rifing in the County 
of Norfolk, in the Room of Thomas 
Hanmer, Efq; deceas’d. 

The Earl of Bute, eleéted one of 
the Sixteen Peers of Scotland, in the 
Room of the Earl of Orkney, deceas’d. 

Dr. Banks eleéted Phyfician, and 
Mr. Holloway Surgeon, of Chri/t’s 
Hofpital. 

. Marriages. 

The Duke of Bedford, marry’d at 
Lord Gower’s Houfe in Brook-freet, 
to the Hon, Mifs Levefon Gower, 
Daughter to the Lord Gower by his 
firft Lady, Ewelyn Pierpoint, youngett 
Daughter and one of the Coheirs of 
Evelyn late Duke of Kingfton, 

Velters Cornwall, Efq; Knight of 


_ the Shire for the County of Hereford, 


to Mifs Hanbury of Herefordfire. 

Col. Pyot, to Mifs Burdet, one of 
the Sifters of Sir Robert Burdet of 
Formark in Derbyfire, Bart. a For- 
tune of s000 /. 

At Dublin, William Tighe, Efq; 
Son of the late Right Hon. Richard 
Tighe, Efq; to the Lady Mary Blighe, 
Sifter to the Earl of Darnley of the 
Kingdom of Ireland, 

' Henry Courtenay, Efq; Brother to 
Sir William Courtenay, Bart. to Mifs 
Bathurft, Daughter to Lord Bathurft. 

Mr. Pomroy, Clerk of the Checque 
at his Majefty’s Yard at Deptford, to 
Mifs Weft of that Place, with 6000 /, 
Fortune, 

Nicholas Bailey, E{q; Member of 
Parliament for Anglefea, to Mifs Pa- 
get, only Daughrer and fole Heirefs 
of the Hon. Tho, Paget, Efq; one of 
the Grooms of his Majefty’s Bed- 
chamber, and Colonel of a Regiment 
of Foot ; a Fortune of 25,000 / 

Henry Hart, Efq, Son of William 


' Hart, Efq: an eminent Merchant in 


Briftol, to Mifs Betty Langton, Sifter 
to Langton, E{q; late High She- 
riff of Somerfetfoire, a Fortune of 
£0,000 4, 





The Hon. Herbert Windfor, Efqy 
Member of Parliament for Cardiff, 
Son and Heir to the Lord Mountjoy, 
to Mifs Clavering, one of the Daugli- 
ters and Coheireffes of the late Sir 
Fames Clavering of the Bifhoprick 
of Durham ; a Fortune of 60,000 /, 

William Seymour, Ef; youngeft 
Son of Sir Edward Seymour, to Mifs 
Hippy, with 30,000/. 

Lord Vifcount Dunkeron, Son and 
Heir to the Ear] of Shelburn, to the 
youngeft Mifs C/avering, Daughter 
of the late Sir Fam. Clavering, Bart. 
a Fortune of 60,000 4 


Births. 

The Lady of the Lord Robert Man- 
tagu, Brother to the Duke of Maz- 
chefter, deliver’d of a Son and Heir. 

The Lady of the Lord Gower, of 
a Daughter. 

The Lady of Auguffus Schutz, Efq; 
Mafter of the Robes, and Privy Purfe 
to his Majefty, of a Daughter, at his 
Houfe in Brook-frreet. 


Deaths, 

Dy’d of a Confumption at Bath, 
Sir Nathan Wright, Bart. 

At Farnborough near Pagshot in 
Hanis, the Right Hon. Arthur Earl 
of Anglefea, Vifcount Valentia, Baron 
Annefley of Newport Pagnel, Baron 
Mountnorris, and Baronet, and Lord 
High Steward of the Univerfiry of 
Cambridge ; which Lord, on his Ac- 
ceffion to the Honour on the Death of 
his Brother in 1710, was appointed 
Joint Vice-Treafurer of Jreland, and 
fworn of the Privy Council, On the 
Death of Queen Anne, he was one of 
the Lords Juftices *rill his Majefty 
arriv’d from Hazover ; after which 
he was again made Joint Vice-Trea- 
furer, and fworn of the Privy Coun- 
cil, and Treafurer at War in Jreland, 
On the Death of the Duke of Man- 
cheer he was (in February 1721+2) 





} in full Senate, unanimoufly eleéted 
High 
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High Sreward of the Univerfity: of 
Cambridge, where he had his Educa- 
tion, and was one of their Reprefen- 
tatives in three feveral Parliaments, 
whilft he was a Commoner. He was 
eficemed the greateft Orator of the 
prefent Age. 

Thomas Hanmer, Efq; Member of 
Parliament for Caftlerifing in the 
County of Norfolk. He marry’d the 
Hon. Mifs Percival, Daughter to the 
Earl of Egmont of the Kingdom of 
freland, by whom he has left no 
Iffue. 

At the Earl of Grantham’s in Al- 
bemarle-fireet, Madam Nafax, Sitter 
to Count Na/az, and a near Relation 
of Lord Grantham’s. 

In an advanced Age, Mrs. Webb, 
Reli& of the late General Webé. 

Sir George Beaumont, Bart. defcen- 
ded from an ancient Family (orignal- 
ly fprung. from the Kings of France 
and Ferufalem) which has been feated 
for many Centuries in Leiceferfire, 
and which long enjoy’d the Honour 
of Peerage. Among others was Fobz 
Lord Vifcount Beaumont, fo creared 
by Henry VI. and the firft to whom 
the Title of Vifcount was ever given 
in England. Dying a Batchelor, he 
is fucceeded by his next Brother, now 
Sir Lewis Beaumont, Bart. Rector of 
Pycombe in Suffex. 

At Clonin, (the Seat of the Earl 
of Wefi-Meath) in the 1ooh Year 
of her Age, the Right Hon. Mary 
Lady Dowager De/vin, Mother to 
the faid prefent Earl. She was Daugh- 
ter to Col, Richard Butler of Kilcafh, 
and Niece to James the firft Duke of 
Ormond, She was marry’d to Chri. 
frepher Nugent, Lord Delvin, eldett 
Son to Richard the third Earl of Weft- 
Meath, and by him had three Sons, 
Richard, Thomas, and Fobn, and two 
Daughters; which faid Chriffopher 
Lord De/vin dying before his Father, 
Rigbard his eldeit Son, in 1684, fuc- 





ceeded his Grandfather, and was the 
fourth Earl ; but he taking upon him 
a Religious Order in France, and dy- 
ing in April 1714, in a Convent of 
his Order, Thomas the fecond Son be- 
came Heir, and is the fifth and pre- 
fent Earl; the 3d Son Fobn is now a 
Colonel of Horie in the French Ser- 
vice. 

Benjamin Hall, Efq; Serjeant at 
Arms to his Majefty, and Jutftice of 
the Peace for the County of Kent. 

Brook Bridges, Efq; one of the de& 
puted Searchers of his Majefty’s Cus 
{toms upwards of 20 Years, a Place 
of 400 4. per Ann. Son of the late 
Sir Matthew Bridges, Kt. Brigadier- 
General, by his Lady, who is now 
living, Daughter of the late Sir Ri- 
chard Rooth, Kt. Admiral. 

Samuel Dafhwood, Efq; a Gentle. 
man poffeffed of a plentiful Eftate, 
and a near Relation to Ear] Powdlet. 

At Edinburgh, Sir Fobn Home of 
Blackader, Bart. a Youth, who is 
fucceeded in Honour and Eftate by 
his Brother. 

At Eltham inKent, the Lady Fytche, 
Reliét of Sir Comport Fytche of that 
Place, Bart. 

At Colchefer, in the 17th Year 
his Age, the Hon. George Paget, ¥:fq; 
younger Son of the Right Hon. the 
Lord Paget. 

At the Bath, the Lady Parker, 
Reliét of the late Sir Gilbert Parker 
of Doolan in the County of Clare in 
the Kingdom of Ireland, Kt. 

Thomas Bacon, Efq; an eminent 
Brewer in Shoreditch. He dy’d worth 
150,000 /, 

James Barbon, Efq; Clerk of the 
Checque to his Majefty’s forry Mef- 
fengers in Ordinary, aged near 100. 

In the 18th Year of her Age, Mifs 
Lyttleton, youngeft Daughter to Sir 
Thomas Lyttleton, Bart. one of the 
Lords Commiilioners of the Admi- 
ralty, ‘ . 





